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Oral History Project seeks Columbia River Highway stories 
Oral histories reconnect people with places 

The Oregon Department of Transportation is on a mission to find stories from the road – 
specifically, the Historic Columbia River Highway.  

The work is part of the second phase of ODOT’s Oral History Project on the Historic Columbia 
River Highway. During Phase I, ODOT interviewed 19 people who shared their recollections of 
the towns of Dodson, Bonneville, Cascade Locks, Viento, Mitchell Point and Hood River. Others 
shared memories of destinations along the Highway such as Crown Point, Multnomah Falls 
Lodge and Mitchell Point Tunnel. 

For Phase II, ODOT is particularly interested in information regarding commercial 
establishments along the Historic Columbia River Highway between Cascade Locks and Hood 
River.   

“There were little businesses all along the old highway, mostly little taverns and restaurants,” 
said Jean McLean, Vice President of the Port of Cascade Locks Board of Commissioners. “You 
couldn’t go five miles without finding a gas station or restaurant.”   

The oral history report documents the words of Oregonians, helping to preserve their stories 
about life along the highway, construction of the Interstate and the preservation of the Historic 
Highway. To read the full Oral History Report of Phase I and learn more about the Historic 
Highway, visit www.oregon.gov/ODOT/HWY/HCRH.   

ODOT staff are particularly interested in interviewing individuals who may have recollections 
about life and commercial businesses along the Historic Highway. If you would like to share 
your memories, photos or information regarding the Historic Highway please contact Amanda 
Pietz, ODOT Research Section at amanda.pietz@odot.state.or.us or at 200 Hawthorne Ave, 
Suite B-240, Salem, OR 97301.  

Please include your name, contact information, and a brief description of the memories you 
want to share (businesses you recall, the time period and location/town).  
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