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TRAFFIC ADVISORY 

**REMINDER: Culvert work to close  
Highway 35 on Mt. Hood 

Closure Oct. 1-3 will allow installation of overflow culvert pipe to handle severe weather 

 
The Oregon Department of Transportation will close Highway 35 at milepost 62, approximately 

5 miles north of the Highway 35/U.S. 26 (Mt. Hood Highway) junction, Monday, Oct. 1 at 5 a.m. 
through Wednesday, Oct. 3 at 8 p.m. (The closure site is about ¼-mile north of the White 

River Bridge.) The full closure is necessary to install a five-foot-tall culvert pipe at Iron Creek. 

 

During heavy rain, the main culvert pipe frequently overflows, allowing water to cross Highway 

35. The new overflow pipe will provide another outlet during major storms. Due to the size of the 

culvert, the lack of shoulder width in the area and the depth of the roadway that must be cut to 

install the pipe, the full closure of Highway 35 is required to safely complete the project. 

 

Detour routes 
♦ Motorists traveling from Hood River to Government Camp or U.S. 26: 

• I-84 westbound to Troutdale to U.S. 26 (Mt. Hood Highway) 

• I-84 eastbound to The Dalles to Highway 197 southbound to Highway 216 

westbound to U.S. 26 (Mt. Hood Highway) 

♦ Motorists traveling from Government Camp or U.S. 26 to Hood River: 

• U.S. 26 (Mt. Hood Highway) westbound to Troutdale to I-84 eastbound to  

Hood River 

• U.S. 26 (Mt. Hood Highway) eastbound to Highway 216 eastbound to  

Highway 197 northbound to I-84 westbound to Hood River 

 

—more— 



Highway 35 closure for culvert work                    

Project background 
The Iron Creek work is part of a 13-culvert repair and replacement project designed in the wake 

of last year’s rock and mud slide on Highway 35.  

 

On Nov. 5, 2006, a massive slide and sudden changes to the paths of several rivers on the east 

side of Mt. Hood severely damaged Highway 35. The heavy rainfall caused the White River to 

dig a new channel through the highway, completely burying the old channel in mud and 

boulders. Washouts and undercuts occurred at Clark and Newton Creeks and at several other 

points along the East Fork of the Hood River. 

 

Since last year’s damage, ODOT has made numerous repairs along the Highway 35 corridor, 

including this 13-culvert project that began in August and is expected to be completed by the 

end of October. Planning for a long-term solution to minimize the impacts of major storms on 

Highway 35 is under way. ODOT is working with the Western Federal Lands Highway Division 

of the Federal Highway Administration and the U.S. Forest Service to develop a long-term plan. 

 

Contact information 
For more information, contact Mike Mason, (503)731-8246 or Christine Miles, (503)731-8265. 
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