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**Reminder**         **Reminder** 

I-5 Delta Park Widening Project  
Environmental Assessment Open House and 

Public Hearing planned for January 24  
The Oregon Department of Transportation will hold an open house and public hearing for the 

Interstate 5 widening project between Delta Park and Lombard Street. ODOT has published the 

Environmental Assessment (EA) document on the project and the 45-day public comment 

period is now under way. The open house and public hearing for the project will be held 

Tuesday, Jan. 24. The open house is scheduled from 3:30–6:00 p.m. The public hearing is 

scheduled from 6:30–8:00 p.m. at the Oregon Association of Minority Entrepreneurs 

office, 4134 N. Vancouver Avenue, Portland, OR. 

During the open house portion of the meeting, members of the public will have an opportunity to 

talk with staff, view the EA document and learn more about the proposed project. Once the 

public hearing commences, citizens can present testimony before a panel of ODOT, City of 

Portland and regional officials.    

What’s in the EA document? 

The Environmental Assessment contains the descriptions, maps, tables, figures and analyses of 

the four alternatives originally put forth that are designed to relieve congestion on I-5 between 

Delta Park and Lombard Street. It also contains mitigation measures for impacts to the 

environment that would result if the project is built. In June 2005, the project’s citizen advisory 

committees recommended two of the alternatives: Alternative 2, “Argyle on the Hill” and 

Alternative 4, “Columbia Connector”. 
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Next Steps 

A 45-day public comment period on the Environmental Assessment runs from Thursday, 
Dec. 22 through Friday, Feb. 10. Citizen comments may be received by mail, e-mail, fax 
or on-line at any time through Feb. 10; the public can also comment at the open house 
and public hearing on Jan. 24. Details are online at  
www.oregon.gov/ODOT/HWY/REGION1/I-5DeltaPark/ 

♦ 

After consideration of the public comments, ODOT will select a final preferred 
alternative. Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) approval is expected in the spring 
of 2006 and construction is anticipated to begin in 2008.  
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Project Background 

Southbound I-5 between Delta Park and the Columbia Boulevard interchange is a two-lane 

section of freeway. This segment creates a bottleneck for southbound traffic and causes 

congestion due to its location between three-lane sections of freeway. Four alternatives were 

developed from meetings of the project's Citizen Advisory Committee and the Environmental 

Justice Work Group, public input at open houses in 2003 and a design workshop in 2003. Each 

of the four alternatives provide for the widening of southbound I-5 to three lanes. The 

alternatives differ in how they provide improved access between Columbia Boulevard and I-5.  

Project Timeline 
Identify issues, develop/refine alternatives 2003—Summer 2004 
Select alternatives for further study Summer 2004 
Analyze alternatives Fall 2004 
Document findings of potential impacts Spring 2005 
Public Review of findings (open house) Spring 2005 
Citizen Advisory Committee and Environmental Justice Working Group recommend 
preferred alternative to ODOT Summer 2005 

 Open house and public hearing on Environmental Assessment and draft 
recommendations NOW 
FHWA Approval Spring 2006 
Final design, right-of-way acquisition Spring 2006—Winter 2007 
Construction (pending approval and funding) Summer 2008 (estimated)  

##ODOT## 

For updated information on highway work and current travel information throughout Oregon, visit 
www.tripcheck.com or call the toll-free Oregon road report at 511 or (800) 977-6368 

Visit the ODOT News Media Center at www.oregon.gov/ODOT/COMM/ 

http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/HWY/REGION1/I-5DeltaPark/

