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Oregon 35 public meetings scheduled next week 

The Oregon Department of Transportation and the 

U.S. Forest Service will hold two meetings next week 

to update the public on the progress that is being 

made to reopen Oregon 35 on Mount Hood. Barring 

unforeseen circumstances or extremely poor weather 

conditions, the highway is expected to reopen by 

Friday, Dec. 15. In addition to project updates, there 

will be a discussion of the long-range implications to 

the highway resulting from the Nov. 6-7 events. 

Public meeting times and locations 
Friday Dec. 1 at 7 p.m. Monday, Dec. 4 at 5 p.m.    
Huckleberry Inn Best Western Hood River Inn 
23075 E Government Camp Loop 1108 E Marina Way 
Government Camp, OR 97028 Hood River, OR 97031 

Rebuilding moves forward 
Large culvert pipes have been installed on the new river channel that was cut north of the 

existing White River Bridge. The road has been rebuilt above the culverts. About 200,000 

cubic yards (20,000 dump truck loads) of newly-deposited material in the White River Bridge 

area is being trucked to the Clark and Newton Creek areas, to be used to fill in about 2.5 

miles of washouts so the highway can be rebuilt at these locations. Once the highway is 

rebuilt at Clark and Newton Creeks, the road can re-open while other work continues that 

should not interfere with highway traffic. 
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What happened 
Monday, Nov. 6 and Tuesday, Nov.7, a massive 

debris flow and sudden changes to the paths of 

several rivers on the east side of Mt. Hood 

severely damaged Oregon 35. About 2.5 miles of 

the road were washed out, undercut and/or 

covered by massive boulders (some larger than 

pickup trucks) and mud. An estimated two million 

cubic yards of material—mud, trees and 

boulders—washed down the mountainside. 

Impact 
The White River dug a new channel 

through the road, completely burying the 

old channel (both over and under the White 

River Bridge) in mud and boulders and 

completely washing out a section of the 

highway north of the bridge. Washouts and 

undercuts also occurred at Clark and 

Newton Creeks and along the East Fork of 

the Hood River (milepost 63). 
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