
Lower Tryon Creek Culvert and 
Stream Fish Enhancement Project

• What? Stream enhancement to provide fish passage by raising the 
stream water level at the downstream end of the culvert carrying
Tryon Creek (photo at right top) to help fish enter the passage.
Presently, the jump at the culvert outlet is too steep for most fish to 
enter. Project will also replace the damaged fish baffles (photo right 
middle) inside the culvert to improve passage once fish enter the 
culvert. Project also includes removing invasive weed species and 
re-vegetating with native plants.  

• Where? Project is within Lower Tryon Creek at the Oregon 
Department of Transportation owned culvert that passes under 
Oregon Highway 43 and the railroad tracks.  Access to the culvert 
is at Stampher Road.  Construction staging would take place on 
property owned by the City of Portland, Metro and City of Lake 
Oswego. Stream work will happen downstream of the culvert as 
shown in photo (right bottom) taken from the culvert that passes
under Highway 43 and the railroad.

• Why? To improve fish passage into and within the culvert.  
Presently, the jump in grade at the culvert outlet makes fish 
passage impossible for most species.  A raise in the stream grade 
is proposed to help fish enter the culvert and access the great fish 
habitat within Tryon Creek State Natural Area.  

• How? Oregon Department of Transportation Maintenance 
employees propose to raise the grade of the channel this summer.
Approximately 120 feet of stream bed will be raised to more closely 
match the grade of the culvert. The stream grade has lowered over 
time in relation to the culvert. The channel will be improved using 
high-quality in-channel habitat and large woody debris. A long term 
solution to improve fish passage is to replace the culvert with a 
bridge. This project will improve fish passage in the interim until 
funds can be allocated for a bridge.

• When? August 2007.  Work is projected to last 15 days.

• Who? Many partners cooperated on this project including:  Oregon 
Department of Transportation, Tryon Creek Watershed Council, 
Friends of Tryon Creek State Park, City of Lake Oswego, City of 
Portland, Soil and Water Conservation Districts, Oregon State 
Parks, NOAA Fisheries, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
US Fish and Wildlife Service, Metro and National Fish & Wildlife
Foundation.

• Questions? Contact Melissa Hogan, Oregon Department of 
Transportation Environmental Coordinator at (503) 731-8240 or 
Ron Kroop, Oregon Department of Transportation District 2A 
Maintenance Manager at (503) 229-5002. 

• More information? Please come to the Open House Meeting at 
Tryon Creek Nature Center on April 12 from 4-7pm.
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