
-----Original Message----- 
From: Dan Fiebiger J. Fiebiger  

Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2006 6:17 PM 
To: I-5 Partnership; i-5partnership@listsmart.osl.state.or.us; HARRY Steven M 
Subject: I-5 "Partnership": Important meetings. 

I can no longer come to meetings cuz I'm now too disabled with fatigue problems to stay 
awake long enough to get there, let alone stay awake at the meetings themselves.  
  
I also get the distinct impression that, although laws require them to have these public 
meetings, they're ALREADY made their decisions(s) and ultimately you (all) do 
what YOU want to do anyway.   
  
Example:  Even though we voted it down three times they STILL put in a North-South 
light rail that goes to neither Vancouver, nor even Jantzen Beach, at the expense of bus 
lines that USED to run in OUR area.  For the FIRST time since "Rose City Transit" 
established the WILLIAMS AVE bus over half a century ago, there's NO bus that travels 
on Vancouver Avenue from Portland Blvd to Lombard.  NONE.   
  
And it happens just when we baby boomers are getting older and INCREASINGLY 
needed that No. 8 bus to take us DIRECTLY from our neighborhood up to the various 
hospitals on "Pill Hill", nor do we now have any DIRECT way to get to all the stores and 
restaurants at Delta Park.  No one wants to walk in the cold and rain all the way to 
Interstate to get the light rail.  And stand in the cold and rain waiting to transfer to yet 
another bus.  And all the stops THERE on Interstate have inadequate benches under the 
shelters to sit on, which we increasingly NEED as we get older.  It's the same problem as 
at all the OTHER light rail stops also. 
  
And the only other bus that comes close to Holy Redeemer, # 40 Mocks Crest, doesn't 
run past 9:30 PM, when it's needed many times PAST that time, as more and more people 
can find ONLY swing-shift and graveyard work anymore.  And why can't they build a 
SHELTER to cover the advertising bench (East-Southbound) at Vancouver and Portland 
Blvd?  And put a shelter (with a bench) on the other side of the street, going in the 
opposite direction (North-Westbound)?  Do they think we ENJOY sitting on wet benches 
with rain pouring on it and us?  And they wonder WHY ridership is always low. 
  
You get the idea. 
  
As for I-5: 
  
I was also VERY disappointed that there has (so far) no inclusion in any your plans for 
making Lombard Street FULL ACCESS to the freeway (just like Portland Blvd).  
Although they CLAIM there is no room to do this, there IS room IF they get rid of all 
those Rube Goldberg loops and put simple straight ramps to make Lombard FULL 
ACCESS. 
  



If you REALLY want to solve the daily bottleneck during the two rush hours each day on 
I-5, you need to expand the freeway to at LEAST SIX lanes in each direction, and finish 
the N-S light rail so that it goes to Jantzen Beach AND downtown Vancouver, 
Washington.  
  
Get RID of the car-pool lane and let everyone drive on it, as you CAN'T force people to 
car pool when most people who live near each other work at DIFFERENT locations and 
therefore CAN'T car pool !.  A car pool lane is a really BAD, STUPID idea. 
  
Get RID of the lights on the freeway entrance ramps.  They serve NO purpose when 
everyone instantly gets right behind each other as soon as each person gets past the 
light ANYWAY.  All the lights actually DO is jam up traffic gertting ONTO the freeway, 
spilling the "rush" on to side streets.  Another bad, STUPID idea. 
  
Build some small bridges over the Columbia Slough on either side of I-5 so that people 
who just want to so to and from Jantzen Beach during rush hours WON'T have to go onto 
the I-5 Freeway and ADD to the rush hour chaos.  
  
If Oregon and Portland can't afford ALL this, then get Wyden and Smith and DeFazio off 
their butts and Federal funds for all this (and there ARE PLENTY of Federal funds 
available IF we get OUT of Iraq and stop WASTING our Federal money on an 
ineffective Military).  
  
Once you do ALL this, only THEN will you START to PROPERLY address the traffic 
problems for I-5 corridor. 
  
But then, who CARES what I have to say anwyay? 
  
Dan Fiebiger 
 


