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SW Barbur Boulevard (OR 99W) Newbury and
Vermont Street Bridge Rehab Project

Public Comment Summary #2

This summary includes comments provided in writing and verbally at ODOT’s project open house on May 13,
2013, the Hillsdale Neighborhood Association meeting on May 1, 2013 and the South Portland Neighborhood
Association meeting on June 5, 2013; and comments received via email through June 7, 2013.

Traffic Impacts/Detours

e Ensure effective use of electronic message boards during construction to prevent people from using
Terwilliger as a detour. Locate message boards far enough away that motorists can use I-5 as a detour
if desired.

e Adjust the signal timing at the Bertha Court intersection, reduce the speed limit to 25 mph on Bertha
Boulevard southbound, and add temporary traffic signal at Bertha Boulevard and Bertha Court to
accommodate additional traffic during the detours.

e Like the proposed detour route during the southbound closures and the reduced amount of closures.

e Do targeted outreach about construction noise impacts to the property owner above the Newbury
Street bridge.

e Would prefer if detour route for residents on Parkhill Lane came out behind Fred Meyers on Barbur
Boulevard, rather than at the Terwilliger Boulevard signal.

e Concerned about the difficulty of merging onto Bertha Boulevard from Bertha Court at the stop sign
during the southbound detours because of the angle of the roadway. Suggest adding a temporary
traffic signal at this location during detours.

e Work with the City to coordinate closures and traffic impacts with other local projects and events, like
Sunday Parkways and the Rose Parade.

Bicycle/Pedestrian Access

e During construction work hours, ensure that flaggers/construction crews are informed and able to
manage and respect bicyclist traffic through the work zone.

e During non-work hours, ensure that the right lanes on the bridges, the walkways and the bike lanes
between the bridges are kept free of signage or debris, especially the northbound bike lane where
construction vehicles may be parked above the curb.

e Like the addition of the “Bicycle on Bridge” flashing warning signs.

e Improve the ramps to the bridge walkways as early as possible, even if it’s just temporarily, to lessen
the grade/slope. Don’t wait until the very end of the project.

e Reconfigure the southwest end of the Vermont Street bridge so bicyclists don’t have to ride over the
manhole cover there.



Other (Project Related)

Concerned that construction will destabilize the slope above Barbur Boulevard or cause damage to
houses on Florida Street, above the Vermont Street bridge.

Concerned about the use of strobe lights instead of backup alarms on construction equipment/vehicles
at night.

Concerns about impacts to bus service on Barbur Boulevard during construction.

Do not damage or remove the unique decorative architectural features on both bridges during
construction.

Reduce the speed limit across both bridges to match the 35 mph speed limit north and south of this
area.

Other (Not Project Related)

Fix the dip in the roadway at the Barbur Boulevard/3™ Avenue intersection. Buses and large trucks
hitting the dip shake nearby houses and create excessive road noise.

Add a flashing light or flags to the 35 mph speed limit sign on Barbur Boulevard near 3" Avenue to try
and discourage speeding.

Consider lowering the speed limit on Barbur Boulevard between Capitol Highway and Hamilton to 35
mph.

Happy that a road diet is being considered for this section of Barbur Boulevard as part of the
Southwest Corridor Plan.

Support a road diet on this section of Barbur Boulevard.

Kudos to ODOT maintenance crews for keeping the highway and shoulders swept and clear of debris.
Would like to see more vegetation removal/mowing of the slope on Barbur Boulevard near 3"
Avenue/Miles Street.

Would like ODOT to make additional improvements to Barbur Boulevard due to the amount of traffic
and trucks that use it instead of I-5.



