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5. Public Involvement and Agency Coordination 

The following public involvement and agency coordination efforts were undertaken during the 
development of this Environmental Assessment. 

5.1 Public Involvement 

An extensive public involvement program was conducted to help determine the range of 
alternatives for analysis in the EA. The public involvement program included stakeholder 
interviews, a Stakeholder Committee, newsletters, open houses and multiple media releases. 

The public involvement effort began with 12 stakeholder interviews in January and February 
2003. The interviewees were selected by ODOT project staff, confirmed by the City of 
Brookings, and represented a range of interests in Brookings, including downtown business 
owners, the chamber of commerce, Citizens for Orderly Development and Businesses for a 
Better Brookings. The interviews were conducted via telephone and the results used to help 
frame the range of alternatives and the goals for the project. In addition, many of the 
stakeholders interviewed were asked to join the Stakeholder Committee. 

Invitations for the Stakeholder Committee were sent out in February 2003, and the first 
committee meeting was held February 25 at the Chetco Community Public Library. The charge 
of the Stakeholder Committee was to advise the Project Development Team on important 
decisions, such as what alternatives to carry forward for analysis in the EA. A total of seven 
Stakeholder Committee meetings were held, with all meetings but one taking place at the Chetco 
Community Public Library. The meetings were open to the public, and calendar notices were 
sent to the Curry Coastal Pilot for publication.  

Three public open houses were held during the course of developing alternatives that would be 
studied in this EA. The first open house was held on March 31, 2003 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at 
the Chetco Community Public Library in Brookings. The open house was advertised in the Curry 
Coastal Pilot. The purposes of the open house were to share preliminary project information and 
to solicit comments and ideas from the public. 

The second open house was held on June 24, 2003 from 5:00 to 7:30 p.m. at the Chetco 
Community Public Library in Brookings. The open house was advertised in the Curry Costal 
Pilot, The Oregonian, and the City of Brookings citywide newsletter. The open house included 
tables for each of the conceptual alternatives, a table for NEPA/Schedule and project Goals and 
Objectives, and a comment table. Project staff were available to talk with participants regarding 
each conceptual alternative. Twenty-six people attended the open house. Open house participants 
were given the opportunity to complete a comment form, and nine people submitted forms for 
the record. 

The third open house was held on Monday, December 8, 2003 at the Chetco Community Public 
Library from 5:00 to 7:30 p.m. The purpose of the open house was to review the remaining 
alternatives being considered for further analysis in the environmental document (Alternatives 3, 
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4 and 5). Alternatives no longer being considered also were on display. The open house was 
advertised through a newsletter mailed to 8,000 households in the Brookings area. An article in 
the Curry Costal Pilot also mentioned the open house. There were 181 people who signed in at 
the open house and 108 comments were returned before the end of the open house. 

Two project newsletters were sent out to inform the public about the project, and to invite them 
to the second open house. The first newsletter was mailed in the middle of November 2003 to 
advertise the second open house. The newsletter described the alternatives that remained for 
consideration and was mailed to over 8,000 households. The second newsletter was mailed in 
June 2004 to approximately 300 households. The smaller distribution represented those who 
attended the first and second open house and other people on the interested parties list. The 
second newsletter described the project status and gave an overview of the project. It also served 
as an advertisement for the release of the draft EA, and the public involvement events scheduled 
for late summer and early fall, 2004. 

5.2 Coordination with Local, State and Federal Agencies 

Federal agency coordination was minimal for this project because of a lack of biological 
resources within the project area. Monthly updates were sent to the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) during the scoping and alternative identification process. In addition, 
the Department of Interior will receive a copy of the Draft EA and Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation 
for review because of the potential impact to the Elmer Bankus Fountain.  

The preponderance of agency coordination for the proposed project was at the local level, which 
required ODOT staff to work closely with City of Brookings staff. ODOT’s Transportation 
Planning and Analysis Unit (TPAU) met with Brookings planning staff in July 2004 to go over 
project growth rates for population and employment projections in the Brookings area. This 
information was the bases for the data that populated the model for estimating future traffic for 
each of the conceptual alternatives. TPAU and city staff worked closely throughout the project. 

With the potential impacts to the Elmer Bankus Fountain Park, the Brookings Community 
Development Director was contacted to determine the significance of the park to the Brookings 
Community. On July 28, 2004 a meeting was held with the City Manager, Planning Director, 
Economic Development Director, and Community Development Director to determine potential 
solutions that would eliminate or minimize impacts to the park. On October 28, 2004, ODOT 
staff met with the Brookings Parks and Recreation Commission to discuss alternatives that had 
been modified to avoid park impacts.  

SHPO was contacted for their concurrence of the historic resource evolution conducted as part of 
this project.  

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) was contacted as part of the biological evaluation. 
USFWS provided a list of plant and animal species listed by the federal government (USFWS) as 
endangered, threatened, proposed endangered, proposed threatened, candidate, or species of 
concern. 




