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GOING METRIC

In accordance with recent Executive Orders and Secretary of Commerce direction, Federal
Highway Administration and supporting agency project plans are to be converted to metric
units by 2000. However, the Oregon Department of Transportation is requiring all contract
plans scheduled to be let after September 30, 1996 (the original federal metric
implementation date) to be in metric units. To ease that transition, this document, where
appropriate, will reflect both English and metric units side by side to assist the reader. The
following is a brief summary of the conversion factors and units used in this document.

From English Units To Metric Units Multiply By
mile (mi) kilometer (km) 1.609

foot (ft) meter (m) 0.3048
cubic yard (cy) cubic meter (m’) 0.7646

acre (ac) hectare (ha) 0.4047
miles per hour (mph) kilometers per hour (km/h) 1.609

ALTERNATIVE FORMAT AVAILABILITY

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, alternative formats of this
document will be made available upon request.
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Abstract: The Oregon Department of Transportation proposes to relocate the South Medford Interchange
on Interstate 5 south of its current location at Barnett Road. The project would reduce congestion, improve
functionality, and improve safety of the interchange and facilitate improvements to the capacity and
function of the city’s street system. The new interchange would bridge Interstate 5 and include connecting
streets to Barnett Road and Highway 99. The existing interchange would be decommissioned, with the
ramps being removed and Barnett Road remaining as an overpass. The new facility would include travel
lanes, turn lanes, bike lanes, sidewalks, landscaped areas and other roadway-related facilities. A No-Build
and two Build Alternatives are considered in this document. The Build Alternatives include the Highland
Alternative and the Ellendale Alternative. The Highland Alternative has been identified as the Preferred
Alternative. The project costs are expected to range between $42.7 and $47.1 for the Highland Alternative
and $55.7 and $57.2 million for the Ellendale Alternative. The Highland Alternative is estimated to
displace between two and 32 residences and the Ellendale Alternative between 71 and 84 residences. The
Highland Alternative would displace from three to five businesses and the Ellendale Alternative from ten to
13. Potential impacts to the natural environment would be more adverse under the Ellendale Alternative
. than the Highland Alternative, although bridging the floodway under both alternatives substantially reduces
potential impacts to important fish species associated with Bear Creek.
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