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Design work under way to replace five
bridges on OR 38

January 2007—The Oregon Department of Transportation is starting design work for the
replacement of five bridges on OR 38 between Elkton and Drain. Design is anticipated to be
complete in May 2007 and construction of the replacement bridges is scheduled to begin in June
2007. Community input that was provided during the past year helped to determine the bridge
construction schedule and ODOT will continue to engage the public as the project moves

forward.

The five bridges that will be replaced were built between 1929 and 1932 and their replacement is
necessary to ensure safe travel on this important route between the coast and the valley. The
bridges that will be replaced include the bridge over Hardscrabble Creek at milepost 47, the
bridges on the east and west ends of the Elk Creek tunnel at milepost 39, the bridge over Elk
Creek at milepost 38, and the bridge over Elk Creek at the eastern entrance to Elkton at milepost
36. In addition to the bridge replacements, traffic safety will also be enhanced by the addition of
a left turn lane for travelers turning off OR 38 westbound on to OR 138.

These projects are part of the Oregon Department of Transportation's 10-year, $3 billion Oregon
Transportation Investment Act program. OTIA funds will repair or replace hundreds of bridges,
pave and maintain city and county roads, improve and expand interchanges, add new capacity to
Oregon's highway system, and remove freight bottlenecks statewide. About 17 family-wage jobs
are sustained for every $1 million spent on transportation construction in Oregon. Each year

during the OTIA program, construction projects will sustain about 5,000 family-wage jobs.

If you have any questions or concerns, please call ODOT Public Affairs Specialist Dan Latham

at (541) 957-3601, or send an email to Dan.Latham@odot.state.or.us.

For updated information on highway work and current travel information throughout Oregon, visit
www.tripcheck.com or call the toll-free Oregon road report at 511 or (800) 977-6368.
Visit the ODOT News Media Center at www.oregon.gov/ODOT/COMM/.



