
FEDS APPROVE SOUTH MEDFORD
INTERCHANGE PROJECT

Record of Decision is major milestone in project
MEDFORD — The Federal Highway Administration has signed the so-called

Record of Decision on the South Medford Interchange environmental

document, which paves the way for the project to go to the final stages of

design and development.  The signature in effect approves the $52 million

project for construction.

“It took time, but we wanted to get it right,” said Oregon Department of

Transportation Project Leader Debbie Timms. “We welcomed comments from

the public in the draft environmental document, and our internal people and

the consultant answered public questions and concerns. Now we can move

toward a higher level of design and allow right of way to begin the process of

property appraisals.”

Signature of the Record of Decision caps off the Final Environmental Impact

Statement released last February. The FEIS is a requirement on all federally-

funded projects that have a significant impact on the natural and human

environment.

The $52.7 million South Medford Interchange project is a joint venture

between the Oregon Department of Transportation and the City of Medford.

The project will relieve traffic congestion and safety problems at the current

Barnett Road interchange. The project is scheduled for construction in 2006.

The public is encouraged to review the Record of Decision. Copies are

available at the Medford Public Library, the Medford Planning Department

and Public Works, the Rogue Valley Council of Governments office in Central

Point and the ODOT office in White City. The Record of Decision, FEIS and

DEIS are available online at the project Web site,

www.smedfordinterchange.org.##ODOT##
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