
*The volume-to-capacity (V/C) ratio is another performance measure and represents the level of 
saturation (i.e. what proportion of capacity is being used). It is given as a decimal (typically between 0.00 
and 1.00) and is determined by dividing the peak hour traffic volume by the hourly capacity of a given 
intersection or movement. A lower ratio indicates smooth operations and minimal delays. As the ratio 
approaches 1.00, congestion increases and performance is reduced. If the ratio is greater than 1.00, the 
intersection, lane, or movement is oversaturated and usually results in excessive queues and long 
delays. 

 

** Efficient truck movement through Sisters plays a vital role in maintaining and developing Central 
Oregon’s economic base as US 20 is a key freight corridor for the region. Well planned truck routes can 
provide for the economical movement of raw materials, finished products, and services. Trucks moving 
from industrial areas to regional highways or traveling through Sisters are different than trucks making 
local deliveries. The transportation system should be planned to accommodate this goods movement 
need. The establishment of through truck routes provides for this efficient movement while at the same 
time maintaining neighborhood livability, public safety and minimizing maintenance costs of the 
roadway system. 

 

The plan is aimed at addressing the through movement of trucks on the alternate route, not local 
deliveries. The objective of this route designation is to allow these routes to focus on design criteria that 
is “truck friendly”, (e.g., 12 foot travel lanes, longer access spacing, 35 foot (or larger) curb returns and 
pavement design that accommodates a larger share of trucks). While the truck routes are designated for 
both Highway 20 and the Alternate Route (Locust Street and Barclay Drive), the local preference would 
be to require trucks to use the Alternate Route in the future to allow more design flexibility on Cascade 
Avenue in the planned Highway 20 STA area. The truck route designations should be explored further in 
the STA Management Plan that will be prepared for Highway 20 (Cascade Avenue). 


