
Through a cooperative agreement, the City of Madras and the Oregon 
Department of Transportation (ODOT) have teamed up to prepare a 
preliminary design for the intersection of J Street and US 97 in Madras.  
The design will be largely based on the adopted City of Madras Trans-
portation System Plan (TSP). 
 
What we have been doing 
During the past year the project team has been working on a number of 
tasks including the following: 
• Conducting preliminary environmental surveys 
• Completing a traffic analysis to help support key project decisions, 
focused on the intersection improvement at J Street and US 97 
• Developing an access management strategy along US 97 
• Identifying how land owners currently use and plan to use their 
property, and how project design options may affect them 
• Understanding how emergency services respond to calls within the 
area, and how project design options may affect them 
• Conducting a preliminary hazardous material analysis, as related to 
the various project design options 
• Identifying potential conflicts there might be between project design 
options and various utilities such as water, sewer, telephone and elec-
tric power 
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What’s New 
Using the above information and the Project Evaluation Criteria (see 
next page), the team has refined the Options A and B shown in the 
City’s Transportation System Plan to include a couple of other options, 
called “Modified A” and “Modified B”, and has developed an “Option C”.  
In addition, based on the completed traffic analysis, a draft configuration 
of the intersections of US 97 (4th and 5th Streets) and J Street is com-
plete.  Maps depicting the options and the intersections are included in 
this update. 



The next step is for the project team to evaluate the options, continu-
ing to apply the project Evaluation Criteria, to see what impacts they 
have and how the different options stack up against each other.  The 
project team expects to complete that evaluation in September and to 
develop a recommendation.  That recommendation will be presented 
to the Madras City Council and the ODOT Area Manager in October.  
Towards the end of October, the project team will host an open house 
where all of the information will be available for public review and 
comment.  A written notice will be sent to property owners in the pro-
ject area and a meeting notice placed in The Madras Pioneer once 
the open house date has been set. 
 
Once an alignment is selected and approved by the City and ODOT, 
the project team will finalize the land surveying, identify specific prop-
erty impacts, develop preliminary costs, and complete many other 
preliminary engineering tasks.  The project will then be ready to move 
into the right-of-way acquisition and construction contract preparation. 
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Funding 
Even though construction is still unscheduled, the City of Madras is beginning to explore 
possible funding options.  The City is working with the Central Oregon Area Commission 
on Transportation to identify funding.  In June, 2008 the City applied for federal earmark 
funding, for which a decision could be reached by Fall 2009.  Likewise, ODOT will con-
tinue to look for funding opportunities through state and federal programs. 

Towards the 

end of October, 

the project 

team will host 

an open house 

where all of the 

information will 

be available for  
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and comment.   

• Pedestrian safety and circulation 
• Traffic safety 
• Maintain level of service for emergency 

services 
• Traffic capacity 
• Construction costs 
• Right of way costs 
• Business or residential impacts 

• Amount of area impacted  
• Access to local streets 
• Access to adjacent properties (during 

and after construction) 
• Noise impacts to adjacent properties 
• Maintenance of traffic and access during 

construction  
• Environmental concerns 

Evaluation Criteria for Selecting a Preferred Highway Alignment 
These criteria were shared with the City of Madras, ODOT and the public earlier in the   
project development process. 



 

Evaluate options and make recommendation   September 2008 
Present recommendation to the Madras City Council and ODOT October 2008 
Public Open House       October 2008 
Finalize preferred alignment option     October/November 2008 
Complete preliminary design package    February 2009 
 
Once funding is secured, the next steps would be to acquire the necessary right-of-way, pre-
pare the construction contract documents, and advertise for construction bids.  This could 
take up to two years, followed by construction. 
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CONTACTS: 
 
OREGON 
DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION 
3313 Bret Clodfelter Way 
The Dalles, OR 97058 
 
Brad DeHart 
Phone:  541-296-2215 
bradley.k.dehart@odot.state.or.us 

US 97:  Madras South Y Project 

 

CITY OF MADRAS  
PUBLIC WORKS 
216 NW “B” Street 
Madras, OR 97741 
 
Gus Burril 
Phone:  541-475-2622 
gburril@ci.madras.or.us 

Draft Configuration of J Street and US 97 

Project Website: 
 
http://www.ci.madras.or.us/public_works/pw_hwy97southY.shtml 


