
US 97 @ South Century Drive 
PROJECT FACT SHEET 

Project Location: 
The US 97 at South Century Drive project will analyze proposed solutions between MP 151.05 (Cottonwood Interchange) 
and MP 155.50 (Vandevert Road) on US97 in Deschutes County. 

The Purpose and Need: 
The purpose of the US 97 at South Century Drive project is to provide safe and convenient ingress and egress to US 97 
from the Sunriver area and recreational areas in southern Deschutes County. US 97 is a designated Statewide Highway & 
Freight Route and is the main north-south corridor on the east side of the Cascade range.  In 2000, the Oregon 
Transportation Commission (OTC) made the decision to designate US 97 between Madras and the California state line as 
an expressway, with breaks in some urban areas.  South Century Drive serves as the primary access to the Sunriver area and 
recreational areas in southern Deschutes County from US 97.  This project is needed to correct the existing safety problem 
at the intersection of US 97 and South Century Drive, and to accommodate increased traffic that will accompany projected 
population growth and increasing use of the recreational resources in the Sunriver area.  

Preferred Solution: 
The preferred alternative involves constructing an interchange at US 97 and South Century Drive and building an extension 
off of S. Century Drive to Spring River Road. 
Estimated Total Cost: $7,000,000 
 
Alternatives Considered and Eliminated from Study: 
Alternative 1 – Upgrade the existing interchange at Cottonwood Road and US 97 and construct a parallel access road 

between South Century Drive and Cottonwood west of US 97. 
Alternative 3 - Extend of Spring River Road across the railroad tracks to an interchange at US 97 south of Century Drive. 
Alternative 4 – Construct a new interchange at Vandevert Road and US 97. 
 
Opportunities for Public Involvement: 
 A Stakeholder Committee has been formed for this project to help develop alternatives and screening criteria to select a 

preferred alternative. 
 A general public meeting was held December 4, 2002 to present the proposed options and to gather feedback on the 

options.  Another public meeting will be scheduled in June to present the preferred alternative. 
 A 30-day formal public comment period will begin after the EA is issued (in May 2004).  Approximately 2 weeks 

following the issuance of the EA, a Public Hearing will be held in Sunriver to gather comments in response to the EA. 

Plans for future communication about the project: 
 Newsletters providing project updates, schedule, public meeting announcements, a summary of issues of concerns, and 

conclusions on previously unresolved issues will be sent quarterly to all identified stakeholders.  
 News releases will be issued to provide information about pubic meetings, project updates, and project schedule.   
 The Region 4 ODOT website will provide monthly project updates.  The website address will be provided in the 

newsletters and news releases. 

Construction Staging: 

March 2006 – November 2006  

• Begin building northbound travel lanes, northbound interchange ramp lanes and the US 97 northbound bridge.   

• United State Forest Service will complete temporary connection to Lava Cast Forest from the Cottonwood interchange.   

• Closure of South Century Drive for three days is needed to build a temporary connection from South Century Drive to the 
northbound travel lanes – (tentatively scheduled to occur during October/November 2006).   

• Switch traffic onto new northbound alignment to allow for construction of southbound lanes.  

November 2006 – November 2007  

• Build new southbound travel lanes, southbound interchange ramp lanes, southbound US 97 bridge complete South 
Century Drive under US 97.  All work except top lift of paving will be completed.  



 

• Closure of South Century Drive for three days is needed to remove temporary connection from South Century Drive and 
to complete southbound off-ramp to South Century Drive.  Advance notices will help coordinate alternate routes to use 
during this closure.  

• Interchange open to traffic  

November 07 – May 08  

• Complete final lift of paving, which will take three weeks during 
warm weather  

Project Facts:  

• Contractor is Hap Taylor & Sons, located in Bend, Oregon  

• Project budget is approximately $9.4 million  

• Funding partners include State, Federal, Deschutes County, 
Sunriver Resort, Sunriver Homeowners Association, Crosswater 
Homeowners Association, and Vandevert Homeowners 
Association  

Coffee with ODOT:  

Coffee with ODOT sessions were held in Sunriver from 9 a.m. to 
10 a.m. on the first Thursday of each month at the Sunriver 
Chamber of Commerce, 57100 Beaver Drive, Building 5, Suite 
120. ODOT and Hap Taylor & Sons staff was available to answer 
questions and address concerns.  

 

 

Key project milestones: 
 Begin Final Design – September 2004 
 Complete Environmental Assessment – July 2004 
 Let the project – October 2005 

 Begin construction –Spring 2006 
 Construction complete - 2008 

ODOT Key Contacts 
Name Title Office Phone Email address 
Dan Knoll Public Affairs Officer (541) 388-6224 Dan.E.Knoll@ODOT.state.or.us 
Gary Farnsworth Area Manager (541) 388-6071 Gary.C.Farnsworth@ODOT.state.or.us 
Brad Grimm Project Leader (541) 388-6462 Bradley.R.Grimm@ODOT.state.or.us 
Susan Haupt Env. Project Manager (541) 388-6021 Susan.Haupt@ODOT.state.or.us 
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