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Forest Highways Over National Forest Lands

THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) is made and entered into by and between the State of
Oregon, Department of Transportation, hereinafier referred to as ODOT, and the USDA Forest Service, Pacific
Northwest Region, hereinafter referred to as the USFS.

I. PURPOSE AND SCOPE

This MOU documents the understanding ODOT and USFS have reached regarding the steps necessary to
coordinate transportation activities of mutual interest involving highways on, or accessing, lands managed by the
USFS. The scope of this MOU is limited to construction activities, maintenance and operation of existing
highways within the road easement or right of way. USFS Forest Supervisors and ODOT Region Managers are
cncouraged to coordinate and establish the appropriate document for activities of mutual interest that are not
covered by this MOU (e.g., winter recreation, etc.).

II. STATEMENT OF MUTUAL INTEREST AND BENEFIT

This MOU establishes procedures for coordination of transporiation activities involving State highways to and on
lands administered by the USFS. Both ODOT and the USFS will benefit from this coordination. ODOT has
jurisdiction over the highways, so is responsible for their management and operation. The USFS has a vested
interest in them as they provide critical access to National Forest lands it is responsible for managing. Therefore,
it is of mutual interest 10, as well as the responsibility of, both parties to ensure safe access over these highways.

III. COORDINATION

1. USFS Forest Supervisors and ODOT Region Managers will coordinate all activities included herein, unless
otherwise noted. They will jointly agree on items to be coordinated by the USFS District Rangers and ODOT
District Managers or Arca Managers.

2. The USFS Regional Engineer and ODOT Technical Services Manager will coordinate programs, final
easements, and any items where the Forest Supervisor or the Region Manager request assistance.

IV. PROGRAMS
1.  For State highways accessing, or on, National Forest lands, ODOT will consult with USFS during

development of the ODOT four-year Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). Copies of the draft
and approved program will be provided to all Forest Supervisors and Regional Forester by ODOT.






