
Truck  Road  Use  Electronics – TRUE

working to automate Oregon’s 
truck weight-mile tax



Current Oregon Road Use Tax System

1. Truck drivers make note of the 
truck combination, number of 
axles, and beginning and ending 
odometer readings, all necessary 
for the Oregon weight-mile tax as 
well as the International Fuel Tax 
Agreement and International 
Registration Plan programs. This 
paperwork is sometimes handled 
by company office staff.

2. Monthly or quarterly, motor carriers complete a 
mileage report, calculate weight-mile tax due, and 
attach payment by check (payment can be made by 
credit card or Direct Payment if done online or by 
cash, check, or credit card if done at field offices).



Current Oregon Road Use Tax System

3. In 2009, motor carriers 
submitted 196,199 weight-
mile tax reports and 
amendments.

4. The historically paper-heavy 
reporting process got simpler in 
2003 with the introduction of 
Oregon Trucking Online.

In 2009, a total of 44,516 weight-
mile tax reports and amendments 
were filed online, 23% of all 
reports that year. 



Potential Automated System

1. Trucks are equipped 
with GPS devices. If a 
truck has more than one 
declared weight, at start 
of trip the driver enters 
the weight of the 
combination and 
number of axles.

2. Truck travels through 
Oregon as GPS satellites 
track movement.

3. Throughout the month, 
GPS on-board unit 
wirelessly sends mileage 
data to ODOT data 
repository. 
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4. ODOT generates a highway 
use tax statement for the motor 
carrier.

5. Motor carriers elect to receive 
their highway use tax statement 
by mail or via Trucking Online. 



Support for concept

Rep. James Oberstar (D-MN), Chairman of the House 
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee ―

I see a need for a “two-tier approach” to raising money 
for future projects: maintaining the federal gasoline tax as the
“cornerstone of financing through the Highway Trust Fund”
but also identifying supplemental revenue sources such as 
charging a fee based on trip length and vehicle weight.

“This effects the stress put on the infrastructure — the 
roadways and the bridges — better than the amount of fuel 
purchased times cents per gallon. It’s a tantalizing proposal 
that in addition to a user fee — the gas tax — that we charge 
by vehicle miles traveled, and to which I would add, weight.”

June 10, 2008



More support

Rep. Peter DeFazio (D-OR),
Chairman of the House Highway 
and Transit Subcommittee ―

“I’m very interested in a vehicle-mileage fee. I just don’t 
see it moving very quickly with passenger vehicles in the
next reauthorization, but we may be able to move a little bit
more quickly with commercials.”

“Commercial trucks are . . . already monitored and regulated
very heavily. There are no privacy issues and many of the 
larger firms have GPS devices and they’re tracked already 
anyway.”

September 16, 2008



Advantages of TRUE

• Familiar concept – Many trucking companies already use 
GPS devices and GPS-based fleet management products. 
In Germany today, trucks over 12 tons use GPS devices 
to wirelessly pay a toll based on autobahn distance traveled, 
number of axles, and emission category. In 2007, the private-
vendor-operated system generated $5.15 billion. Toll revenue 
is dedicated to road improvements and new road construction.

• Short road to acceptance – Motor carriers, a regulated 
industry under state law, are required to report miles traveled.
TRUE will collect route-specific details about trucks, 
which is equivalent to trade secrets for certain companies, 
but that doesn’t pose issues because under Oregon law 
weight-mile tax-related information is not a public record.



More advantages of TRUE

• Minimizes evasion – Weigh stations and weigh-in-motion 
systems facilitate enforcement and audit.

• Regulatory streamlining – Motor carriers cut processing and 
compliance costs, eliminate paperwork for drivers and office 
staff, ensure accuracy and reduce audit risk.

• Transferability – The TRUE components of GPS devices, 
mileage calculating software, and billing systems are 
deployable anywhere. Other states already have audit 
capabilities directed toward fuel tax compliance that could be 
redirected to mileage compliance. The TRUE system will be 
most effective in states with the capacity to weigh trucks and 
keep weigh station records for audit purposes.
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