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Criteria for Issuance of New Permits for Benches Utilized as Outdoor Advertising Signs  

(1) A new permit may be issued for a bus or transit bench utilized for an outdoor advertising sign 
(bench signs) and such signs may only be erected after a permit has been obtained from the 
Department of Transportation. These rules do not authorize the placement of any bench, only the 
addition of an outdoor advertising sign to a bench structure.  

(a) Bench signs are prohibited where the sign would be visible to:  

(A) an interstate highway;  

(B) a full control access highway; 

(C) any state highway where the area adjacent to the highway is a designated scenic area under 
ORS 377.505 to 377.540; or 

(D) any state highway designated as a scenic byway, unless the sign was legally in place before 
the byway designation.  

(b) Size. The maximum allowable size for a bench sign is 16 square feet and the sign shall not 
exceed two feet in height or eight feet in length excluding supports. 

(c) Height. The maximum allowable height is four feet including supports.  

(d) Special Requirements:  

(A) Bench signs may only be located in a commercial or industrial zone or, if located on unzoned 
city street right of way, only where adjacent to a commercial or industrial zone;  

(B) Bench signs may only be located inside incorporated city limits or within an urban growth 
boundary;  

(C) Bench signs may only be located at a bus or transit stop on a city or urban transit system 
route. The applicant must provide official documentation, such as a route map produced by the 
transit system, showing the site meets this requirement; 

 (D) Bench signs shall not be located on state highway right of way.  

(f) These rules do not apply to any bench sign[s] for which a preexisting outdoor advertising sign 
permit has already been issued under ORS 377.725.  

(2) All signs subject to these regulations are also subject to the provisions of ORS 377.700 to 
377.840 and 377.992 and to all applicable federal laws, regulations and agreements entered into 
by the Transportation Commission and the Federal Highway Administration. Signs erected under 
these regulations are also subject to any city or county ordinance or regulation.  

(3) All bench signs granted permits under these rules are subject to removal in accordance with 
ORS 377.775.  


