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PURPOSE 
The purpose of this bulletin is to establish a process and level of due diligence required 
by the Agency to determine the location of right of way for low risk, low cost projects 
such as HSIP safety projects.   
 
GUIDANCE 
Some HSIP Safety projects may be stand-alone, low-cost projects.  When the work to 
be constructed on such projects or portions of projects consists only of features such as 
signs, chevrons and delineators that can be easily moved or removed, or consists of 
work such as rumble strips or pavement markings installed on the existing pavement, 
these projects will be considered low risk projects. 
 
For low risk projects, the Agency has determined that the required due diligence to 
determine apparent location of existing right of way and to conclude that the work can 
be constructed within existing right of way consists of typical scoping efforts which 
includes reviewing ROW maps and may include specific field visits to identify apparent 
existing right of way by observations of those characteristics usually found at right of 
way lines such as fence lines, back of ditches or top of cut slopes, utility poles and other 
physical characteristics typically located at right of way lines. 
 
When Project teams conclude a project is low risk and no additional right of way is 
needed, the team shall document in the project charter that the work to be constructed 
consists of low risk features that either are to be constructed on the existing pavement 
or are features that can easily and quickly be moved or removed and that they have 
determined the apparent location of existing right of way and that the low risk features 
can be constructed within that apparent right of way. 
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For low risk STIP projects constructed on local agency right of way, both for projects 
developed and constructed by OODT and those constructed by the local agency, an 
authorized representative of the local agency shall provide the Project Leader or the 
Local Agency Liaison (LAL) written documentation stating that the work to be 
constructed consists of low risk features that either are constructed on the existing 
pavement or are features that can easily and quickly be moved or removed such as 
signs and delineators and that the local agency has determined the apparent location of 
existing right of way and that the low risk features can be constructed within that right of 
way. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MAP21 increased safety funding with the goal of reducing fatal and serious injury 
crashes on all roads within the state.  ODOT-funded safety projects on state highways 
and on local agency roads will construct safety countermeasures that can reduce 
crashes.  These safety countermeasures typically consist of installing low cost features 
such as curve warning signing, curve chevrons, roadside delineation, pavement 
markings and rumble strips; features that will be constructed within the existing 
pavement or that are adjacent to the roadway within the typical right of way footprint and 
that can be easily moved or removed if mistakenly installed outside the right of way. 
 
Traditional methods of determining existing right of way by field survey may not be 
needed on these projects because of the low risk nature of the project work. Since the 
safety features that will be constructed adjacent to the highway can all be quickly and 
easily moved or removed, the agency has determined that if review of right of way maps 
and if necessary field observation using roadside characteristics determines that they 
can be installed within the apparent existing right of way, field surveys will not be 
required.  If field observation using roadside characteristics cannot determine that the 
project improvements can be installed within the existing right of way, or the features 
are of the type that cannot be easily moved or removed, field survey will be required to 
determine existing right of way. 
 
This Technical Bulletin applies to low risk, low cost highway projects, or specific portions 
of projects that install easily removable features including but not limited to sign posts, 
chevrons, delineators, or that construct pavement improvements on the existing 
roadbed footprint including but not limited to work such as paving, raising or replacing 
guardrail in its existing location and adding rumble strips or pavement markings on 
existing pavement. 
 
Projects or portions of projects that construct permanent features including but not 
limited to bridges, box culverts and other structures such as sidewalks, curbs and traffic 
control devices with large concrete foundations, roadway realignments and other  
elements that cannot easily be moved or removed are not covered by this technical 
bulletin. 
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DEFINITIONS 
Low risk projects- Low risk projects, as used in this Technical Bulletin are those projects 
constructing or installing only features that can be easily and quickly moved or removed 
(such as sign posts or delineators) or features that are being placed within the current 
pavement roadbed (such as rumble strips or pavement markers) and no additional right 
of way is being acquired.   
 
RESPONSIBILITIES  
Project Teams are responsible to:  

1) Evaluate the scope of the project and determine if it can be classed as a low risk 
project.  Low risk projects are those projects constructing or installing only 
features that can be easily and quickly moved or removed (such as sign posts or 
delineators) or features that are being placed within the current pavement 
roadbed (such as rumble strips or pavement markers); 

2) Determine the apparent location of right of way using typical processes of 
reviewing right of way maps and when needed, making field visits to observe 
those roadside characteristics typically found at right of way lines;  

3) Determine if the project work can be completed within the existing apparent right 
of way; and 

4) Document the above information in the project charter. 
 
Local Agency – For STIP projects constructed on local agency right of way, regardless 
of if developed and constructed by ODOT or by the local agency, the authorized local 
agency official is responsible to:  

1) Evaluate the scope of the project and determine if it can be classed as a low risk 
project.  Low risk projects are those projects constructing or installing only 
features that can be easily and quickly moved or removed (such as sign posts or 
delineators) or features that are being placed within the current pavement 
roadbed (such as rumble strips or pavement markers); 

2) Determine the apparent location of right of way using typical processes of 
reviewing right of way maps and when needed, making field visits to observe 
those roadside characteristics typically found at right of way lines; 

3) Determine if the project work can be completed within the existing apparent right 
of way; and 

4) Provide written documentation of the above information to the ODOT Project 
Leader or the Local Agency Liaison ( LAL) for the project. 

 
Right of Way Project Manager  

1) For projects that the Project Team has determined to be low risk and that do not 
require additional right of way, include a copy of project charter and a statement 
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that the Project Team has determined that no additional right of way is required 
with draft Right of Way Certification provided to Region Right of Way Manager. 

2) For projects that the local agency has provided documentation to the ODOT 
Project leader or the Local Agency Liaison (LAL) that the local agency has 
determined the project to be a low risk project and that no additional right of way 
is required, include a copy of the local agency’s documentation with the draft 
Right of Way Certification provided to the Region Right of Way Manager. 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
Title:    Right of Way Section Operations Manager 
Branch/Section: Technical Services Right of Way Section 
Phone: (503)986-3615 
E-mail: Joseph.A.Gray@odot.state.or.us  
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