[image: image1.emf] 

Oregon

           Theodore R. Kulongoski, Governor

ODOT Public Information Sheet, Chicago-SPRR project

1/10/08


PUBLIC INFORMATION SHEET
March 4, 2008

Safety Improvements for Pacific Blvd (Hwy 99E)

What’s the problem?

There are a high number of traffic crashes in Albany along Pacific Blvd. The safety problems stem from two main areas: 

· Geary street, where four lanes merge into three. It is the number one SPIS (Safety Priority Index System) site in the State of Oregon. 

· Madison, Main, and Sherman, where crashes happen as cars cross over Pacific Blvd.  

Who is responsible to fix this?

ODOT is responsible for the safety of the highway (Pacific Blvd). The City of Albany is responsible for the safety of the city streets. Therefore, ODOT and the City are working together to come up with a solution.

What has happened so far?

· City staff and ODOT worked collaboratively to come up with draft design concepts. These concepts included:
· Re-striping Pacific Blvd. to allow both sides of incoming traffic at the Geary Street intersection to have a through lane.

· On Madison, Main, and Sherman:

· One way roads leading away from Pacific Blvd.

· Dead ending one side of the street at Pacific Blvd.

· Curb bulb-outs to prevent movements onto Pacific Blvd., with two-way traffic maintained on each street.

· Right in / Right out, and Left in / Left out traffic control features, with ‘pork chops’ designed for passenger cars.

· Signs and Striping only

· [Note that all of the options above are listed in order of most effective to least effective in terms of preventing crossover-type crashes]
· The draft design concepts were presented to the Albany City Council, property and business owners in the area, and the local media. This was followed up with an open house on February 7, 2008. 
· After extensive input from citizens and area businesses, the best design options were chosen. These options will reduce the number of crashes, while minimizing the impact to area businesses. These revised designs were crafted and approved by the Project Development Team (PDT). City staff played an important role on the PDT.

What are the revised designs?

    Changes within ODOT Right of Way:
Geary Street-SPRR:

· Lanes will be re-striped from Geary Street to the SPRR railroad overpass. The re-striping will allow one lane from each side of merging traffic (Pacific Blvd. and Santiam) to continue all the way to the bridge. 
· The sign bridge at Geary will also be updated.

· This change will improve traffic flow, and reduce the number of crashes from the merging movements at Geary.

Gull-Wings

The new striping will force changes to the ‘gull wings’, the off and on ramps from the highway to 9th street. The new design will change the off ramp to a right turn. However, it will still allow truck and car movements. The on ramp will remain open, but will be modified so that only emergency vehicles can enter. This is in response to concerns raised by the Albany Police Department.
Hill Street signals

The striping change will encourage more cars and trucks to use the signal at Hill. Therefore, the signal timing will be changed to allow better traffic flow through the intersections at Pacific Blvd and 9th Street. There may also be signal heads added to improve traffic flow at 9th street. 
    Changes within City of Albany Right of Way:

Madison Street
The increase in car and truck movements from Jackson to Hill Street will come to an abrupt stop with the current stop sign configuration at 7th and Madison. So the new design swaps the stop signs to the opposite corners of the intersection. This will allow free-flowing traffic from the public-safety/industrial area to the Hill Street intersection. 

No other traffic control changes will take place on Madison. There are enough breaks in traffic from the signal upstream to provide some opportunities for safe crossing of Pacific.
Hill Street

Hill Street will see an increase in car and truck traffic. The new design accommodates this by modifying the curbs in the intersections of 7th & Hill and Pacific Blvd & Hill. The new curbs will have a more generous turning radius.  

Also, an additional south bound lane will be added on Hill between 7th and Pacific Blvd to increase flow through the intersection. This would be done through striping changes only, not a widening of the road. The additional lane will allow smoother traffic flow for those who are heading to 9th Street to make a left turn. Coupling that with the new signals heads on 9th Street will increase flow on the street, and through the intersections.

Main Street

This intersection has the most cross over wrecks on Pacific Blvd. So only the most effective solutions were discussed. Here, a dead end on the north side of Pacific Blvd. is the most viable solution. This will eliminate nearly all of the crossing crashes at this intersection. A dead end will also allow two way traffic to continue between 9th and Pacific, which was a concern raised by area businesses.

A dead end on Main Street will encourage people traveling south to use the intersections at Hill and Sherman Street. The Hill intersection is controlled by a signal, and so is a safer alternative. But the increased crossover traffic at Sherman may move the safety problem from Main to Sherman, if no other changes are made.

Sherman Street

While Sherman does not see as many wrecks as Main, the closure of Main will divert some motorists to Sherman who are intent on crossing over to 9th Street. While at first glance this looks like it may require a solution like a dead end at Main Street, that option raised a great deal of concern from affected businesses, and the PDT. 
The design here is to modify Sherman on the north side of Pacific to a Right in /Right Out, with a “pork chop” traffic control device. This will eliminate most opportunities for a cross over-type crash. It also still allows movements into and out of Sherman, and leaves the busy intersection on the south side of Sherman and Pacific Blvd. alone.
What else was considered?

· Modify the signals at Geary to stage the release of traffic
· This option would increase traffic west of the intersection to the point where it would overtax the capacity of the highway. It would also reduce the opportunities for cars to enter Pacific Blvd from area businesses. 

· Make the striping change for six months, then see if the safety problem is fixed. 
· This option would not change the cross-over crashes at the trouble intersections. While it may temporarily increase the chances for a break in traffic, traffic growth will quickly fill up those holes. 
· Use paint and signs to reduce cross-over crashes

· This option is the least effective design. 

· Add signals at Sherman and/or Main

· Signals placed that close together on OR99E will not meet ODOT safety standards.

· Any changes made will encourage people to bypass city streets and use private accesses. 
· Doing nothing is not an option. The safety of the highway and city streets is our responsibility.

· Most crashes are at Main Street. Why change the others, too? 

· Preventing traffic from crossing at Main Street will encourage people to use other streets. An easy option is Sherman. If left uncontrolled, the problem will just move east one block. 

Will access to area businesses be changed?
No accesses will be changed as a result of this project.
When will the construction take place?

The bid let date, originally scheduled for May of 2009, will likely be pushed back by about four months. This will move construction back by about the same amount of time. 

Who to contact with a question?

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact ODOT’s Project Leader, Jerry Wolcott, at 541-757-4164, or email at jerry.o.wolcott@odot.state.or.us
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