




























































  

 
 

 
Chapter 5: Guide Signs - Conventional Roads 

 
2D.08 Arrows 
 
The directional arrows on guide signs should be determined by the height of legend.  Use 4” x 
6” arrows for 4" legend, 5” x 7” arrows for 5" legend, 6” x 9” arrows for 6" legend, and 8” x 12” 
arrows for 8" legend.  The length of the arrow may be increased if the sign layout allows a 
longer arrow. 
 
2D.11 Design of Route Signs 
 
Route markers incorporated into guide sign legends shall have a minimum size of 18” x 18”.  
Route markers installed elsewhere shall be a minimum of 24” x 24” except county route shields 
that may be 18” x 18”. 
 
2D.37 Destination Signs (D1 Series) 
 
A white line shall separate all destinations in different directions.  All destinations in a given 
direction shall share one directional arrow.  Legend size and style shall be governed by the 
importance of the sign.  All legends on a single sign shall be the same size and style.  Not more 
than 4 destinations should be shown on a conventional road destination sign. Mileage should 
be shown, except in urban areas. 
 
2D.40 Location of Destination Signs 
 
Prioritize guide signs using the listing on page 5-2. 
 
 
2D.48 General Information Signs (I Series) 
 
The BUS STATION symbol sign (I - 6) shall be used on state highways to indicate the location 
of a bus stop on the state highway. When used the BUS STATION symbol sign should be 
accompanied by a supplemental plaque below the sign to identify the bus service that stops 
there. The BUS STATION symbol sign shall not be used on state highways as a guide sign to 
direct drivers to bus stations that are located off of the state highway. 
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Intersection Guide Sign Guidelines 
 
1. Definitions: 
 

Rural – The area outside the Urban Growth Boundary of any incorporated city. 
 
Urban – The area inside the city limits and extending to the Urban Growth Boundary of any 
incorporated city. 
 
Advance Guide Sign – Guide signs placed prior to an intersection that include next left, next 
right, distance, direction, or arrow direction. 
 
Guide Sign – Sign giving direction that may be green, brown, or blue background depending 
on legend content. 

 
2. A maximum of three destinations per direction may be shown on rural guide signs with a 

maximum of four total destinations per sign. 
 

Route shields and related plaques are not to be counted as a destination. 
 
Symbol signs such as airport, train station, watchable wildlife, etc., are not to be considered 
as a destination. 
 
Street name signs (at intersecting streets) are not considered to be a destination and shall 
be separated by a white line if the street name is incorporated into the guide sign. 

 
3. The priority of destinations to be shown on intersection guide signs shall be as follows: 
 

A. Closest major city (population over 50,000). 
B. Closest city or community. 
C. National park, state park, fairgrounds, college, or university. 
D. Major traffic generator, publicly owned. * 
E. Major traffic generator, privately owned. * 
F. Community college, private college. 
G. County park, fairgrounds. 

 
* Major traffic generators must meet attendance requirements on  

page 5-189. 
 
4. Destinations shown on Advance Guide signs shall be consistent with the destinations shown 

on the Intersection Guide sign. 
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Public schools, landmarks, armories, Red Cross centers, unincorporated communities, wildlife 
refuges, youth camps 
 

Full name or approved abbreviation may be signed to publicly owned or nonprofit public 
agencies or operations permanently located off the highway being signed.  May be signed on 
primary and secondary highways (not on freeways) at the closest access point.  If distance to 
the site is more than one mile, the mileage may be added to the legend. 
 

Auditoriums, ball fields, exposition centers, parks, fairgrounds, race tracks 
 

May be signed on primary and secondary highways at the closest access point.  To qualify for 
signing there must be a significant activity at least weekly. 
 

State Capitol, State Police, PUC, DMV,, DEQ 
 

May be signed on freeways, primary, and secondary highways. 
 

Colleges, Universities, Technical Schools 
 

Accredited higher education facilities may be signed on freeways and primary or secondary 
highways.  The school pays for the original sign and installation; ODOT installs and maintains. 
 

Shopping centers may be signed on freeways and primary or secondary highways under the 
following conditions: 

1. At least 46,500 square meters of usable floor space (500,000 square feet). 
2. At least 18,000 daily vehicle trips (two-way). 
3. Contain at least two and preferably three major retail outlets (Penneys, Sears, 

etc.). 
4. Any required follow-up signing must be in place before highway signing is 

completed.  Written assurance must be provided before highway signing is 
started. 

5. All installation and maintenance costs shall be the responsibility of the center.  
ODOT will install and maintain the signs. 

 

Business and Industrial Parks may be signed on freeways and primary or secondary highways 
under the following conditions: 

1. At least 46,500 square meters of usable floor space (500,000 square feet). 
2. At least 18,000 daily vehicle trips (two-way). 
3. The destination must be within one mile of the exit from the state highway. 
4. Any required follow-up signing must be in place before highway signing is 

completed.  Written assurance must be provided before highway signing is 
started. 

5. All installation and maintenance costs shall be the responsibility of the Park.  
ODOT will install and maintain the signs. 
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Recreational-Cultural Interest Area Signs 
 
Federal Parks - Parks maintained by the federal government may be signed on freeway and 
primary or secondary highways. 
 
State Parks – If the park is the only destination listed on the freeway sign use the brown 
recreational guide sign.  If the exit leads to other destinations, park is included on the green 
destination sign. 
 
Resort Areas – The brown recreational guide sign may be mounted under a guide sign under 
the following conditions: 

1. Resort is in a rural area where the highway is either in a scenic area or passes 
through public land where normal advertising signs are not allowed.  Resorts not 
in public or scenic areas may be signed under TODS program. 

 
2. Resort must be open full-time throughout the appropriate tourist season and 

offer at least one significant recreational activity such as swimming, boating, 
skiing, fishing, hunting, rock hounding, etc.  The resort must also offer two of the 
following services: 

 
 A. Restaurant 
 B. Lodging 
 C. Gasoline and automotive services 
 

3. The resort area should also be at least 25 miles away from areas offering 
services of a like nature, to limit unfair competition with like services owned and 
operated on private land. 

 
When a resort sign is used, a gas symbol sign may be allowed, due to the essential nature of 
gas in remote rural areas.  Gas symbols should only be allowed if a service station is available 
with continuous operation for 12 hours a day and is located within a complex where other 
services are available to the traveler (such as food, lodging, or camping).  The brown and white 
symbol sign should be installed under the brown and white resort area sign, with or without 
other recreational symbol signs. 
 
The use of TODS and logos signs will not be allowed for businesses within resort areas 
wherever brown and white resort signs (with or without recreational riders) have been provided. 
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2D.45 General Service Signs (D9 Series)   State and City Police, Sheriff, DMV, and DEQ are 
considered motorist services and will be signed under this section with Blue background, white 
legend signs.    
 
General motorist service signs may be appended to interchange guide signs. 
 
The CHANNEL 9 MONITORED sign shall not be used on State Highways. 
 
NEXT GASOLINE sign may be used on primary and secondary highways at some point leaving 
the last location where gasoline is available and the next available gasoline is at least 50 miles.  
This sign is generic but care should be taken in the placement to avoid its being construed as 
advertising. 
 

Minimum Size  36” x 24” 
 

Emergency Medical Services (EMS) - All requests for installation of the Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS) symbol sign shall be submitted to the Health Division of the Oregon Department 
of Human Resources for certification that the requester satisfies the State’s established criteria 
for facilities included in the EMS system.  EMS signing will not normally be used in conjunction 
with Hospital signing. 
 

Minimum Size (D9-13 symbol)  24” x 24” 
 
Tourist Information Centers - Tourist Information Centers may be signed on freeways and 
primary and secondary highways.  The Center must have easy permanent access with 
adequate parking where local tourist information is available.  An attended facility is not 
required.  See page 5-17. 
 
2D.48 General Information Signs (I Series) 
 
Commercial Airports may be signed on freeways and primary and secondary highways if they 
offer commercial or charter airline service, plane rental, or flying lessons.  Use of the horizontal 
plane symbol sign is preferred over the vertical plane symbol sign. 
 

Minimum Size  24” x 24”, Freeway  30” x 30” 
 
Bus Station/Train Station symbol signs (I-6/I-7), may be used on freeways (symbol only) and 
primary and secondary highways (symbol with rider) at the appropriate exit or the closest 
access point.  May also be used as trailblazers. 
 

Minimum Size Symbol  24” x 24” 
Minimum Size Rider  24” x 6” 
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Rural Fire District Signing Guidelines 
 
Rural fire district sign permits may be written using the following criteria:  
 

1. No signs allowed on the interstate system. 
 

2. Fire district must be rural in nature. 
 

3. Signs will be furnished by the fire district. 
 

4. Replacement signs will be furnished by the fire district upon request, or the 
remaining signs for the fire district will be removed. 

 

5. Signs will be placed outside the normal operating right-of-way (far side of ditch). 
 

6. Signs will be green background, white legend, reflectorized, in accordance with 
Section 2H.02 of the MUTCD. 

 

7. No logos will be allowed, word message only. 
 

8. 9-1-1 should not appear on the legend as the State of Oregon now has border to 
border use of this number. 

 

9. Fire district boundary signs should not be required when the boundary is 
coincident with city or county boundaries. 

 

2D.53 Signing of Named Highways 
 

Memorial highways may be signed in rest areas, scenic turnouts, or similar places where the 
motorist can safely park their vehicle to read the marker or sign. 
 

General Information 
 

All requests for signing resort areas, museums, and golf courses should be sent to Oregon 
Travel Experience, 1500 Liberty Street SE, Suite 150, Salem, Oregon, 97302  
Phone (503) 378-4508. 
 

All requests for signing tour or scenic routes should be sent to the Oregon Scenic Byway 
Program, 555 13th Street NE, Salem, OR 97301-3871  
Phone (503) 986-4261. 
 

Community identification signs as allowed in ORS 377.510 are to be placed outside of highway 
right-of-way. 
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Banners Located on State Highway Right-Of-Way Signing Guidelines 
 
The purpose of these guidelines is to allow for the temporary placement of banners within the state 
highway right-of-way to inform the travelling public of local event.  
 
1. Definitions: 

• “Banner(s)” are flags or pennants made of plastic, cloth, or similar material suspended over or 
spanning the roadway to provide information to motorists on an event occurring in the general 
area. 

• “Event” is the celebration of a legal holiday, fair, rodeo, roundup, exposition, and other civic event. 
2. The  District Manager may allow for the placement of banners where the following criteria are met: 

• The event is sponsored or endorsed by a city, county, or state agency. 
• The event is two weeks or shorter in duration and open to the general public. 
• The banner contains no more than the name, logo, date, time and general location of the event.   

3. The banner(s) and supports must: 
• Be located within a five-mile radius of the event 
• Have a vertical clearance of at least 20 feet over the roadway and 8 feet over a sidewalk.  
• Be made from a durable material and constructed to withstand wind pressure of 20 pounds per 

square foot (89N) of exposed surface. 
4. The banner(s) and supports must not: 

• Be placed on an interstate highway. 
• Include any advertising, commercial message, brand or product name, or other information about 

the event such as cost, directions, or contact information. 
• Interfere with, imitate, or resemble any official traffic control device or attempt or appear to 

attempt to direct the movement of traffic 
• Prevent the driver of a motor vehicle from having a clear and unobstructed view of official traffic 

control devices and approaching or merging traffic.  
• Have any lighting, unless such lighting is shielded to prevent light from being directed at the 

highway or is of such low intensity or brilliance as not to cause glare or to impair the vision of the 
driver of a motor vehicle. 

• Be located such that it is a roadside safety or traffic hazard. 
• Be attached to any official sign, post, signal pole, or any other traffic control device or support.  

5. If any banner(s) are allowed, the District Manager will determine the number and type, the date of 
installation and removal, and any other conditions necessary to protect the safety of the roadway and 
motoring public.  
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Alternative Electric Vehicle Charging Symbol Signing Guidelines 
 

Chapter 5-21 
 

 

An interim approval has been issued for the optional use of a General Service symbol sign that 
provides road users direction to electric vehicle charging facilities that are open to the public. 
   
Jurisdictions using the sign under this Interim Approval must agree to comply with the technical 
conditions listed below, supply the Oregon Department of Transportation an inventory list of all 
locations where the signs are installed, and to comply with Item D in Paragraph 18 of Section 
1A.10 of the 2009 MUTCD, which requires: 
  
“An agreement to restore the site(s) of the Interim Approval to a condition that complies with the 
provisions in this Manual within 3 months following the issuance of a Final Rule on this traffic 
control device; and terminate use of the device or application installed under the interim 
approval at any time that it determines significant safety concerns are directly or indirectly 
attributable to the device or application.  The FHWA’s Office of Transportation Operations has 
the right to terminate the interim approval at any time if there is an indication of safety 
concerns.” 
 
The use of the alternative Electric Vehicle Charging symbol sign is optional.  However, if an 
agency opts to use this sign under FHWA Interim Approval, the following design and installation 
requirements shall apply and shall take precedence over any conflicting provisions of the 
MUTCD. 
  
Installation and use of the alternative Electric Vehicle Charging symbol sign shall conform to the 
general provisions for General Service signs in accordance with MUTCD Chapter 2I. 

 
Agencies may also continue to use ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING (D9-11bP) plaque as an 
educational message mounted below the alternative Electric Vehicle Charging symbol sign in a 
Directional Assembly. 
 
Agencies may use the alternative Electric Vehicle Charging symbol sign in General Services 
(D9-18 Series) guide signs. 
  
Sign Design and Size:  

a. The design of the alternative Electric Vehicle Charging symbol sign shall be as shown 
on page 5-22. 

b. The minimum size of the alternative Electric Vehicle Charging symbol sign shall be 24 
inches in width by 24 inches in height. 

c. The size of the alternative Electric Vehicle Charging symbol sign shall otherwise be in 
accordance with those of other D9-11 series signs. 

 
Except as otherwise provided above, all other provisions of the MUTCD applicable to signs shall 
apply to the alternative Electric Vehicle Charging symbol sign. 
 
 


































