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Oregon Traffic Control Devices Committee 
 

 

January 27, 2006 
 

MMMeeeeeetttiiinnnggg   MMMiiinnnuuuttteeesss   
 

Marion County Public Works 
Salem, Oregon 

 

 
 

Members Present: Joel McCarroll, Chair, ODOT Region 4; Randall Wooley, Vice-Chair, 
City of Beaverton; Brian Barnett, City of Springfield; Ed Fischer, Secretary, ODOT State 
Traffic Engineer; Alan Hageman, OSP; Robin Lewis, City of Bend; Joseph Marek, 
Clackamas County; Eric Niemeyer, Jackson County; Charles Radosta, 
ITE/Kittelson & Associates; Cynthia Schmitt, Marion County  
 
Others Present: Paul Davis, Kevin Haas, Katie Johnson, Scott McCanna, Chris Rowland, 
Massoud Saberian, Greg Stellmach, ODOT Traffic Engineering & Operations Section; Ed 
Chastain, Lane County; Orville Gaylor, Retired ODOT; Kevin Hottmann, City of Salem; 
Tom Larsen, City of Eugene. 
 
 
Introduction – Approval of Minutes – Additional Agenda Items  
 
Chairperson Joel McCarroll called the meeting to order.  Attendees introduced 
themselves.  Randy Wooley, Massoud Saberian and Ed Fischer had additional agenda 
items.  Randy Wooley moved to accept the November 18, 2005 meeting minutes.  Cindy 
Schmitt seconded and the minutes were approved. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
 
Traffic Signal Policy & Guidelines Update 
 
Massoud Saberian handed out an “update” to the Traffic Signal Policy & Guidelines. He went 
over the background of the publication, noticeable changes in the draft update, and 
discussion/next steps with the committee.  Massoud advised members that they can view 
updates on the ODOT FTP website. Massoud indicated he would be taking a final draft to the 
committee at the March meeting and  encouraged committee members to email comment’s 
to him.  The final decision should be made in May of 2006. 
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 Action Item – Massoud Saberian will continue to put draft guidelines on web and 
receive, correlate, discuss comments from all interested parties in preparation for a 
final draft at the March OTCDC meeting. 

 
 
Automated Flagger Assistance Device 
 
ODOT has recently added two of these devices, known as AFAD’s to it’s Conditionally 
Approved list of the Qualified Products list after receiving interim FHWA approval.  The 
devices are unique enough that new signs have been developed to advise motorists 
approaching an AFAD in action.  Scott McCanna, ODOT Traffic Control Plans Engineer, 
showed committee members proposed signs for AFAD’s. There was concern by a 
committee member that this was not a standard sign and the standard “signal ahead’ 
symbol sign should be used. Ed did not agree and felt the proposed sign should be used 
since the AFAD was a new and unusual traffic control device. Some committee 
members took issue with the signing plan that was submitted by ODOT. Scott explained 
there has been a lot of pressure from local manufacturers/vendors to start using this 
new device which has interim FHWA approval. There were many unanswered questions 
as to the operation of the AFAD, so the committee wasn’t comfortable approving the 
proposed signing. The Committee was uncomfortable with the current Standard Details 
describing the use of the AFAD’s, as well, and asked for additional information before it 
would consider approval of the device and the accompanying signage. 
 

 Action Item – Ed will draft letter to the known vendors of this equipment 
indicating that OTCDC was not in favor of using AFAD’s (or associated signing) on 
public highways in Oregon until we have collected and reviewed operational data 
from other states proving the AFAD’s safety and effectiveness.  Ed will also request 
vendors put on an AFAD demonstration at a future OTCDC meeting. 
 

 
Sign Policy & Guidelines Update 
 
Greg Stellmach continued review of the  Sign Policy and Guidelines begun at the 
October OTCDC meeting. Greg advised the committee that he wanted to skip the text 
part of the update packet and just address the sign changes. The committee reviewed 
Chapter 3 on regulatory signs, Chapter 4 on warning signs and Chapter 5 on guide 
signs (conventional roads) 
 
The sign changes were approved except as follows.  The following signs will go back to 
the committee:   
 
• [page 3-104] – NO PARKING ON HIGHWAY SHOULDERS 
• [page 3-122] – CARRY CHAINS OR TRACTION TIRES (and other chaining legends) 
• [page 3-148 a, b & c] – TRAFFIC SIGNAL FOR RIGHT (LEFT) LANE ONLY 



 

OTCD Meeting Minutes 

Page 3 of 3 

• [page 3-150] – RAMP SIGNAL ON 
• [page 3-167] – SAFETY BELTS IT’S THE LAW 
• [page 3-171] – YIELD TO ONCOMING TRAFFIC 
• [page 3-179 & 180] – RIGHT TURN YIELD TO PEDS ON GREEN (Ball) 
• [page 5-18,19 & 20] – VISITORS INFORMATION, WELCOME CENTER, TRAVEL INFO 
• [page 5-121 a & b] – LODGING XX BLOCKS 
 
 
Non-Agenda Items 
 
Ed Fischer and Eric Niemeyer – Reported on discussions held at the National 
Committee on Uniform Traffic Control Devices they attended the previous week.  
 
Ed Fischer – Wants to establish Speed Zone Task Force for crafting speed zoning 
OAR’s. The following volunteered for committee; Joe Marek, Randy Wooley, Dan 
Serpico (appointed by Joel McCarroll), Robin Lewis, Brian Barnett and Cindy Schmitt.  
 
Randy Wooley – had concerns regarding ORS 811.280 (Failure of driver entering 
roadway to yield right of way; penalty) and ORS 811.505 (Failure to stop when merging 
from alley, driveway or building). Randy and Beaverton Police felt these were in conflict 
where a signal controls traffic from a private driveway (i.e. shopping mall). 
 
Massoud Saberian – Announced to the committee that ODOT has developed a 
brochure entitled “Traffic Signals - Myth and Reality; What they can and can not do…!”  
This brochure is still in draft form and ODOT is looking for committee feedback and 
comments. 
 
 
Next Meeting Date 
 
The committee discussed holding the next meeting in Bend but decided against it.  The 
next meeting is scheduled for March 17, 2006 at 9:00 a.m.  It will be held in Salem at 
Marion County Public Works. 
 
 
Meeting Adjournment 
 
The meeting adjourned shortly after noon. 


