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The Oregon Administrative Rules contain OARs filed through June 15, 2011 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, HIGHWAY DIVISION 

  

DIVISION 20
TRAFFIC CONTROL
734-020-0025
[Repeal Rule - Move to Traffic Signal Policy and Guidelines and/or Traffic Manual – Section 6.40 U-Turns at Signalized Intersections – Page 6-86]








734-020-0032  [Repeal Rule - Moved in part to OAR 734-020-0420, Paragraph 6]





Stat. Auth.: ORS 184 & ORS 810.200
Stats. Implemented: ORS 810.200
Hist.: 2HD 14-1983(Temp), f. & ef. 8-18-83; 2HD 3-1984, f. & ef. 3-14-84

734-020-0034
[Repeal Rule - Move to Traffic Signal Policy and Guidelines and/or Traffic Manual – Section 6.42.2 Portable Traffic Signals – Page 6-89]

















Multiple Right or Left Turns at Highway Intersections
734-020-0135
[Delete Rule- This language is covered in Traffic Manual]




734-020-0140
[Repeal  Rule and Move to Traffic Manual – Section 6.38.2 Multiple Turn Lanes – Page 6-79]










Traffic Signals
734-020-0400
[Modify Rule and Include language for modification, and removal]
Purpose
The purpose of OAR 734-020-0400 through 734-020-0500 is to establish the approval process for installation, modification, or removal of traffic signals under the authority of the Department of Transportation. 
Stat. Auth.: ORS 184.616, 184.619, ORS 366.205 & ORS 810.200
Stats. Implemented: ORS 810.200 & 810.210
Hist.: TO 5-1999, f. & cert. ef. 12-17-99



734-020-0410
[Modify Rule and Include language for modification, operation, and removal. Allow STE to delegate responsibility to Region Traffic Engineer]
Authority
(1) OAR 734-020-0400 through 734-020-0500 are adopted pursuant to ORS 184.616, 184.619 and 810.210. The Oregon Transportation Commission has authority to place, maintain and operate traffic control devices on state highways. By this rule, the Oregon Transportation Commission delegates to the State Traffic Engineer the authority to approve the installation of traffic control devices on state highways.
(2) The installation or removal of a traffic signal on state highways must be approved by the State Traffic Engineer.  The installation of ramp meters must be approved by the Region Traffic Engineer.  The State Traffic Engineer may require that a traffic signal that is located on a state highway be physically modified or operated in any form necessary to comply with current standards. 

(3) The intent to install or remove a signal must receive approval by the State Traffic Engineer prior to any specific reference in the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program.  

(4) Other department-approved documentation or plans, including land use plans, corridor plans, transportation system plans or construction documents which list new or removed signals do not constitute an approval by the State Traffic Engineer.

(5) No traffic signal shall be designed for, or constructed on, the State Highway System, regardless of the funding source, without the prior approval of the State Traffic Engineer.
Stat. Auth.: ORS 184.616, ORS 184.619, ORS 366.205 & ORS 810.200
Stats. Implemented: ORS 810.200 & ORS 810.210
Hist.: TO 5-1999, f. & cert. ef. 12-17-99

734-020-0420
[Modify Rule and Include definitions under this rule]
Definitions
For the purposes of OAR 734-020-0400 through 734-020-0500, the following definitions apply:

(1) "Approach" means all lanes of traffic moving toward an intersection or a mid-block location from one direction.

(2) “Emergency vehicle traffic signal” is a traffic signal installed for the purpose of allowing quick access to a highway by an emergency vehicle as defined in ORS 801.260.

(3) “Engineering study” is a comprehensive analysis and evaluation of available pertinent information, and the application of appropriate principles, standards, guidance, and practices as contained in the MUTCD and other sources, for the purposes of deciding upon the applicability, design, operation, or installation of a traffic control device.  The study shall be performed by an engineer, or by an individual working under the supervision of an engineer, through the application of procedures and criteria established by the engineer.  An engineering study shall be documented.

(4) “Intersection traffic control study” is a documented analysis and evaluation of the pertinent information and the application of appropriate engineering principles (as contained in the MUTCD) in order to decide upon the most appropriate form of traffic control at an intersection.  A range of alternatives are typically evaluated for an intersection ranging from stop control to a traffic signal.
(5) "MUTCD" means the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices as adopted by OAR 734-020-0005.
(6) “Portable traffic signal” means a portable traffic control signal that is designed so that it can be easily transported and used temporarily at different locations.
(7) "Private road" means a roadway or driveway connection serving one or more properties that does not provide connectivity to the local road system. Any roadway that prohibits public use by rule, code, or physical obstruction, such as a gate, shall be considered a private road. Prohibition of large vehicles or weight restrictions for vehicles greater than 30,000 pounds gross vehicle weight (GVW) are not considered restrictions for public use.

(8) "Public road" means a public roadway connection serving multiple properties, which is owned and operated by a public entity, and provides connectivity to the local road system.
(9) “Ramp meter” means a traffic signal used to control the flow of traffic onto a limited-access expressway or freeway.
(10) "Roadway improvement project" means a major construction, reconstruction or realignment of a section of state highway which during construction will significantly disrupt the normal flow of traffic on, or entering the facility from intersecting public roads.

(11) "State Highway System" means the group of roads and highways, so designated by law or by the Oregon Transportation Commission pursuant to ORS 366.220 and includes both primary and secondary state highways.
(12) “Temporary traffic signal” means a traffic signal that is installed for a limited time period.
(13) "Traffic signal" means any highway traffic signal by which traffic is alternately directed to stop and permitted to proceed.
Stat. Auth.: ORS 184.616, ORS 184.619, ORS 366.205 & ORS 810.200
Stats. Implemented: ORS 810.200 & 810.210
Hist.: TO 5-1999, f. & cert. ef. 12-17-99
734-020-0430
[Ammend Rule in its entirety]
  
 
 




Application Procedure for Installation of Traffic Signals on State Highways
(1) All requests for installation of traffic signals on State highways should be submitted to the Region Traffic Engineer.  If the Region Traffic Engineer concurs with the request, the request and approval packet will be forwarded to the State Traffic Engineer for further consideration and possible approval.  The signal approval request packet should contain: 

(a) A letter of concurrence signed by the Region Traffic Engineer which documents discussions with, and support of, affected local agencies; and

(b) An intersection traffic control study as specified in OAR 734-020-0432. 

(c) If applicable, an application as required by the OAR 734-051-0070 covering approach roads to state highways;

(2) The intent to install or remove a traffic signal must receive approval by the State Traffic Engineer prior to any specific reference in the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program.  
(3) Other documentation or plans, including land use plans, corridor plans, transportation system plans or construction documents which have been approved by ODOT do not constitute an approval by the State Traffic Engineer.  
(4) Upon approval, the traffic signal will be added to the ODOT Traffic Signal Approval List. The inclusion of a location on the ODOT Traffic Signal Approval List does not assure the eventual design, installation or operation of a traffic signal, but does eliminate the need for additional investigation should construction of a signal be advanced. Each ODOT Region must determine the order in which intersections improvements will be advanced to construction.  

(5) If not advanced to construction within five years after placement on the Traffic Signal Approval List, the location will be removed from the list. A new request to the State Traffic Engineer will be submitted by ODOT Region staff to reinstate the location on the list.

(6) The State Traffic Engineer may remove a location from the approval list upon discovery of relevant information not previously available or considered.

Stat. Auth.: ORS 184.616, 184.619, 366.205 & 810.200
Stats. Implemented: ORS 810.200 & 810.210
Hist.: TO 5-1999, f. & cert. ef. 12-17-99; HWD 6-2005, f. & cert. ef. 7-22-05
734-020-0440 [Repeal Rule]












734-020-0450   [Repeal Rule]

















734-020-0460 [Repeal Rule]








734-020-0470
Traffic Signal Spacing Requirement
(1) The desirable spacing of signalized intersections on statewide and regional highways is 1/2 mile. The State Traffic Engineer may approve the installation of a traffic signal at locations where 1/2-mile spacing is inappropriate or infeasible due to:

(a) Topography;

(b) Existing or proposed road layout;

 
(d) Identified traffic crash pattern;

(e) Unique physical constraints;

(f) Existing or proposed land use patterns; or

 





Stat. Auth.: ORS 184.616, ORS 184.619, ORS 366.205 & ORS 810.200
Stats. Implemented: ORS 810.200 & ORS 810.210
Hist.: TO 5-1999, f. & cert. ef. 12-17-99

734-020-0480
[Modify rule and move portion to Traffic Signal Policy and Guidelines Appendix C Page 56]
Traffic Signal Progression Analysis for Signal Approval
(1) A traffic signal progression analysis for all new traffic signals or  existing traffic signals with new approaches on state highways must be performed for both existing and future conditions. 
(2) A traffic signal progression analysis is required when a proposed signal location is within one half mile of any existing or proposed new traffic signal. 

(3) A traffic signal progression analysis may be required by the Region Traffic Engineer for approvals of signal modifications.
(4) The State Traffic Engineer may waive the requirement for a progression analysis.  
[Move this portion to Traffic Signal Policy and Guidelines –Appendix C  Page 56] 
[





]
Stat. Auth.: ORS 184.616, ORS 184.619, ORS 366.205 & ORS 810.200
Stats. Implemented: ORS 810.200 & ORS 810.210
Hist.: TO 5-1999, f. & cert. ef. 12-17-99
734-020-0484  [New Rule]
Design Standards for Installation or Modification of a Traffic Signal
(1) The following design standards apply to new, replaced, or significantly modified signal installations: 

(a) The design of traffic signals must conform to the requirements of the current MUTCD as adopted by OAR 734-020-0005.  Refer to the Traffic Signal Policy and Guidelines for additional standards and requirements.

(b) All approaches to a traffic signal controlled intersection must be signalized, unless a traffic engineering investigation shows that signalizing a minor public or private road is not justified.

Stat. Auth.: ORS 184 & ORS 810.130
Stats. Implemented: ORS 810.130(3)
  [Repeal Rule - Move to Traffic Signal Policy and Guidelines – Section IIA Traffic Signal Warrants – Page 9]






734-020-0500
[Modify Rule and Move portion to Traffic Signal Policy and Guidelines Section VII page 27]
Removal of Traffic Signals 
The Department may remove an existing traffic signal if MUTCD traffic volume warrants are no longer met or a proposed change in geometry or traffic flow pattern will eliminate the existing warrant. The State Traffic Engineer must approve all such removals on State Highways.  Refer to the ODOT Traffic Signal Policy and Guidelines for additional guidance on the removal of traffic signals.  



Stat. Auth.: ORS 184.616, ORS 184.619, ORS 366.205 & ORS 810.200
Stats. Implemented: ORS 810.200 & ORS 810.210
Hist.: TO 5-1999, f. & cert. ef. 12-17-99

