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Annual IFTA fees increase 
to cover program costs 
(continued from page 1) 

The International Fuel Tax Agreement 
(IFTA) program was established for the very 
purpose of getting each base state to collect its 
carriers’ reports and payments and consolidate 
those into one filing to the jurisdictions touched 
by its carriers’ operations. 

In Oregon, the Motor Carrier Transportation 
Division (MCTD) provides this needed fuel tax 
payment service. Until now, Oregon carriers 
paid an annual fee of $150 to participate in the 
state’s program, but the fee was waived if a 
carrier’s fuel tax liability was less than $300. 
Last year, about 2,000 carriers qualified for 
waiver of the fee. 

Fees are now designed to cover the cost of 
Oregon’s program. Because Oregon does not 
have a diesel tax, State Highway funds cannot 
be used for the program. A bill passed in the 
2001 Session (Senate Bill 740) called for a 
rulemaking to set new fees based on carriers’ 
fleet sizes. In setting fees, MCTD had to find a 
way to charge everyone enough to cover pro-
gram costs, but not so much that large fleet 
operators would take their IFTA business to 
another state. 

In a recent newsletter to members of the 
Oregon Forest Products Transportation Associa­
tion, Executive Director D. E. Bridges explained 
the dilemma to his constituents: “We were 
faced with a Hobson’s Choice of trying to find a 
fee schedule that was as fair as possible to the 
smaller operators without causing the larger 
operators to bolt by paying their IFTA taxes 
through other states in which they operate. That 
choice is available to any operator who has an 
office in another state — all of which have fuel 
taxes, so in most cases do not require a fee to 
operate the IFTA program. If we set the fee too 
high and those larger carriers started paying 
their fuel taxes through other states, that would 
simply mean the smaller carriers, most of 
whom do not have that option, would have to 
pay an even larger fee to make up for that lost 
revenue. 
that nobody is happy with, but in my opinion, 
unfortunately was the only choice we had.” 

In November, MCTD mailed IFTA license 
renewal forms to all currently active Oregon 
IFTA carriers. In January, these carriers will 
receive new informational packets with forms, 
instructions, and much more information about 
requirements for operating under IFTA. 

Commission considers list of road & 
bridge projects worth $400 million 

The Oregon Transportation Commission (OTC) meets again 
in December to hear from local governments, regional trans­
portation advisory groups, and members of the public who 
will help it pick from a list of road and bridge projects worth 
$400 million. 

Legislation passed in the 2001 Session raised vehicle title 
fees to allow for the sale of $400 million in bonds for repair 
and modernization projects. The legislation, called the Oregon 
Transportation Investment Act, gave the Commission until 
February 2002 to select projects. 

So far the OTC 
has decided to split 
the $400 million, 
with half going to 
bridge and preser­
vation projects and 
half to moderniza­
tion projects. 

The $200 million for bridge and preservation has been 
allocated as follows: 

• $120 million for bridges 
• $60 million for pavement preservation 
• $20 million to be held in reserve for commitment to either 

bridges or pavement preservation projects on a case by case 
basis to achieve overall balance in the Transportation Invest­
ment Act program. 

The OTC allocated the $200 
million for modernization projects 
among five regions: 

• Region 1 - 35%, $70 million 
• Region 2 - 34%, $68 million 
• Region 3 - 14%, $28 million 
• Region 4 - 10%, $20 million 
• Region 5 -

The legislation requires the OTC to pick from projects that 
specifically involve highway preservation, repairs to weight-
restricted bridges, increases in traffic-lane capacity, and safety 
improvements to interchanges on multi-lane highways. 

A “modernization project” is defined as any project that 
includes improvements that add capacity to highways, but not 
limited to new or widened lanes and new bypasses. For 
example, a project that builds a bridge in a place where there 
was no bridge, or that rebuilds a bridge to add travel lanes, is a 
modernization project. 

A “preservation project” is any project that includes paving, 
striping, and reconstruction designed to add useful life to 
existing highways. This includes bridge replacement and 
rehabilitation projects if capacity is not added. 

Oregon titling fees are now $30 for cars, $90 for trucks and 
buses with a gross vehicle weight rating over 26,000 pounds, 
and $90 for trailers over 8,000 pounds loaded weight. Salvage 
titles, including duplicate or replacement salvage titles, are 
$17. The millions available for Oregon’s roads and bridges 
represents the first significant infusion of new money for 
transportation projects in a decade. 
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The resulting fee schedule is truly one 

7%, $14 million 
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Legislation makes Oregon law consistent with federal regs 

Drivers to face CDL suspension for rail crossing offenses 

crossing-related offenses 

driver license (CDL), 

right to apply for a CDL, 

onto it when there’s not sufficient 

space on the other side for the 

● Failure to slow down and check that 

Truck drivers convicted of operating Senate Bill 296, tank trucks used to A driver’s CDL will be suspended for 

unsafely at railroad crossings face new, haul hazardous materials. ORS one year if it’s the driver’s third separate 

stiff penalties as a result of a bill passed 811.460 offense and conviction during any three-

in the 2001 Legislative Session. year period. Drivers have the right to ask 

Senate Bill 296 took three railroad ● Obstructing a rail crossing by driving DMV for an administrative review of a 

suspension before it’s imposed. 

already in Oregon The Oregon Department of 

statute, expanded vehicle without obstructing Transportation’s Driver and Motor 

two of them, added the passage of other ve- Vehicle Services Division (DMV) 

one new offense, hicles, pedestrians, or trains. introduced Senate Bill 296 so that 

and then estab- Senate Bill 296 expanded penalties and sanctions in state law would 

lished the penalty this to also include failing to conform with federal safety regulations 

of suspension of a negotiate a crossing because related to commercial driver disqualifica-

driver’s commercial of insufficient undercarriage tion (49 CFR, Part 383.51). 

clearance. ORS 811.475 Oregon risked losing federal-aid 

or suspension of the highway funds if it didn’t change state 

law and adopt the new penalties. 

upon conviction of any one of them. The tracks are clear of an approaching 

changes were needed to bring Oregon train, a new 

law into line with federal safety regula- offense added by 

tions related to disqualification of Senate Bill 296 

drivers. that applies to 

In Oregon, effective January 1, 2002, drivers of vehicles 

drivers face CDL suspension upon not required to 

conviction of the following railroad- stop before 

highway grade crossing offenses: reaching a cross-

ing (not high-risk 

● Failure to stop for a railroad signal, vehicles). The 

including bells, lights, crossing gates, ORS Chapter 811 

flagger or police officer signals, and statute number has 

failure to stop when an approaching yet to be assigned. 

train is clearly visible and its nearness 

to the crossing is an immediate The offenses are 

hazard. Senate Bill 296 changed this all Class B traffic 

offense to include the failure to obey a violations with a 

police officer’s signal. ORS 811.455 $175 fine, but the 

CDL suspension is 

● Failure of a high-risk vehicle to potentially a much 

follow rail crossing procedures that more costly penalty. 

involve stopping at a crossing to listen A driver’s CDL or 

and look in both directions for a train, the driver’s right to 

or signals of an approaching one, and apply for a CDL will 

then manually changing gears and be suspended for 60 

proceeding in a gear that doesn’t days if it’s the 

require again changing gears while driver’s first convic-

negotiating the crossing. High-risk tion during any three-

vehicles include commercial buses, year period, or 120 

school buses, church buses carrying days if it’s a second 

kids, worker transport buses, for-hire separate offense and 

passenger vehicles operated by a non- the conviction occurs 

profit entity, vehicles carrying during any three-year 

hazardous materials and, as a result of period. 

Fast Facts About Railroad Safety 

● According to the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, there are approxi­
mately 268,000 highway-rail and pedestrian 
crossings in the United States. 

● According to the Federal Railroad Adminis­
tration, more than 80% of public railroad 
crossings don’t have lights and gates. More 
than half of all railroad accidents occur at 
these unprotected crossings. 

● There are about 2,500 public highway rail 
crossings in Oregon, only 900 of which have 
active warning devices. 

● In the U.S., a train collides with a vehicle or a 
person once every 100 minutes. 

● In the last five years, there have been a total 
of ten accidents in Oregon involving a truck 
and train: 2 in 1996, 0 in 1997, 4 in 1998, 
3 in 1999, and 1 in 2000. 

● In Oregon in 2000, there were a total of 92 
drivers convicted for failing to stop for a 
railroad signal, 56 drivers convicted for 
obstructing a rail crossing, and two drivers 
convicted for failing to follow rail crossing 
procedures for high-risk vehicles (convictions 
include those for both car and truck drivers). 
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Weight-Restricted Oregon Bridges 
Located on Lesser Routes 

Bridge Name, Location 

NORTHERN OREGON COAST 

US 101 Business Lewis & Clark River, 2.5 miles SE of Astoria, MP4.78 
US 26 Volmer Creek, 2 miles SE of Cannon Beach Junction, MP2.24 
US 26 Johnson Creek. 3 miles SE of Cannon Beach Junction, MP3.26 
OR 53 North Fork Necanicun River, 0.11 miles S of US 26, MP0.11 
OR 53 Jack Horner Creek, 5.98 miles S of US 26, MP5.98 

CENTRAL COAST 

Little Nestucca Hwy #130 Panther Creek, Kellow Creek, 3.23 miles E of US101, MP3.23 
Little Nestucca Hwy #130 Squaw Creek, 3.60 miles E of US101, MP3.60 
Little Nestucca Hwy #130 Austin Creek, 3.82 miles E of US101, MP3.82 
Little Nestucca Hwy #130 Little Nestucca River, 4.15 miles E of US101, MP4.15 
Little Nestucca Hwy #130 Bear Creek, 4.76 miles E of US101, MP4.76 
OR 22 Louie Creek, 10.48 miles S of Hebo, MP10.48 
OR 22 Louie Creek, 10.66 miles S of Hebo at Dolph, MP10.66 
US 20 Hayes Creek, 20.25 miles E of Newport, MP21.01 
US 101, Otter Crest Loop Road Rocky Creek, Ben Jones Bridge, 1.46 miles S of Depoe Bay, MP130 
OR 34 Maltby Creek, 5 miles W of Alsea, MP35.61 
OR 36 Steinhauer Creek, 1.48 miles E of Greenleaf, MP19.69 

SOUTHERN COAST 

Coos River Hwy #241 Isthmus Slough, 0.51 miles E of US101, MP0.59 

WILLAMETTE VALLEY 

Bellevue-Hopewell Hwy #153 Salt Creek, Amity, MP5.88 
US 20 Burkhart Creek, 2.08 miles E of Albany, MP3.92 
Corvallis-Lebanon Hwy #210 Willamette River, Van Buren Street, Corvallis, MP0.13 
Territorial Hwy #200 Siuslaw River Overflow, 0.22 miles S of Lorane, MP38.08 

SOUTHERN OREGON 

Rogue River Loop Hwy #260 Rogue River, Robertson Bridge, 12 miles W of Grants Pass, MP12.91 
Midland Hwy #420 Lost River Diversion Channel, 5 miles S of K-Falls, MP3.64 
OR 140 Right of Way Bridge on Left, 2 miles W of Lakeview, MP93.92 
OR 140 Right of Way Bridge on Left, 1.5 miles W of Lakeview, MP94.35 

COLUMBIA RIVER GORGE 

Historic Columbia River Hwy Sandy River, Troutdale, MP0.03 
Historic Columbia River Hwy Shepperd’s Dell Creek, Shepperd’s Dell State Park, MP13.14 
Historic Columbia River Hwy Horsetail Creek Bridge, 6 miles E of Bridal Veil, MP20.39 

CENTRAL OREGON 

OR 242 Creek, 25 miles W of Sisters, MP66.70 
OR 242 Creek, 21 miles W of Sisters, MP68.36 
OR 27 Irrigation Canal, 1.90 miles S of Prineville, MP1.90 
OR 27 Irrigation Canal, 2.88 miles S of Prineville, MP2.88 
OR 27 Irrigation Canal, 4.59 miles S of Prineville, MP4.59 
OR 27 Bear Creek, 27 miles S of Prineville, MP27.23 
OR 31 Silver Creek, 0.60 miles W of Silver Lake, MP46.75 
Antelope Highway #293 Antelope Creek, 12 miles SW of Antelope, MP0.99 
Antelope Highway #293 Indian Creek, 4 miles SW of Antelope, MP8.86 
Athena-Holdman Hwy #334 West Fork Greasewood Creek, 7.86 miles E of OR 37, MP7.86 

NORTHEASTERN OREGON 

Freewater Hwy #339 West Crockett, 2.76 miles S of OR/WA border, MP2.76 
Freewater Hwy #339 East Fork, Little Walla Walla, 3 miles S of OR/WA border, MP3.20 
Freewater Hwy #339 West Fork, Little Walla Walla, 3 miles S of OR/WA border, MP3.31 

EASTERN OREGON 

Sumpter Hwy #410 Cracker Creek, Sumpter, MP0.30 
OR 86, Hole in the Wall Road Maiden Gulch, 10.56 miles W of Richland, OR, MP30.80 

Notes: Uniform in weight means a difference of 2,000 pounds or less from heaviest to lightest axle within the group. 
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PAGE 1 OF 2. SEE ALSO BRIDGE 

RESTRICTIONS ON MAJOR ROUTES. 

All columns apply. Tandem and tri-axles are to be split. All possible wheelbases apply. 
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38,000 45,000 49,000 50,000 67,000 
43,000 53,000 55,000 59,000 72,000 
43,000 59,000 64,500 67,000 72,000 
40,000 46,000 51,000 52,000 70,000 
40,000 46,000 50,000 52,000 70,000 

49,000 57,000 64,000 63,000 85,000 
44,000 47,000 48,000 50,000 57,000 
47,000 52,000 54,000 57,000 68,000 
43,000 49,000 51,000 54,000 67,000 
47,000 56,000 64,000 64,000 87,000 
43,000 50,000 52,000 54,000 65,000 
43,000 47,000 49,000 52,000 63,000 
42,000 49,000 53,000 56,000 72,000 
6,000  6,000  6,000  6,000  6,000 

43,000 57,000 60,000 66,000 72,000 
45,000 55,000 62,000 63,000 87,000 

34,000 Legal axle weights only - Gross Wgt. 80,000 lbs. 

43,000 50,000 55,000 57,000 72,000 
41,000 48,000 52,000 54,000 70,000 
34,000 Legal axle weights only - Gross Wgt. 80,000 lbs. 
41,000 48,000 53,000 54,000 72,000 

15-ton weight limit 
43,000 64,000 64,500 69,000 72,000 
31,000 34,000 37,000 39,000 52,000 
31,000 34,000 37,000 39,000 52,000 

34,000 60,000 60,000 60,000 60,000 
34,000 Legal axle weights only - Gross Wgt. 80,000 lbs. 
34,000 Legal axle weights only - Gross Wgt. 80,000 lbs. 

40,000 43,000 44,000 47,000 55,000 
43,000 50,000 55,000 57,000 76,000 
62,000 67,000 67,000 71,000 71,000 
56,000 61,000 63,000 66,000 78,000 
59,000 66,000 68,000 72,000 86,000 
49,000 52,000 52,000 56,000 56,000 
43,000 60,000 66,000 68,000 91,000 
69,000 75,000 75,000 79,000 80,000 
56,000 63,000 66,000 69,000 83,000 
40,000 50,000 56,000 57,000 72,000 

43,000 64,500 64,500 86,000 86,000 
43,000 64,5000 64,500 86,000 86,000 
43,000 64,500 64,500 86,000 86,000 

43,000 60,000 60,000 66,000 66,000 
33,000 38,000 41,000 43,000 57,000 



RESTRICTED 

Divisible Loads: 
Single axle - 20,000 lbs. 

Tandem axle - 34,000 lbs. 
Maximum gross weight - 

105,500 lbs. 

Non-Divisible Loads: 
Single axle - 21,500 lbs. 

Tandem axle - 43,000 lbs. 
Maximum gross weight - 

98,000 lbs. 

1 Grande Ronde River Bridge, I-84 
EB and WB, MP256.17, 

west of La Grande 

2 Coast Fork Willamette River Bridge, 
SB I-5, MP179.99, 

north of Cottage Grove 

3 Row River Bridge, SB I-5, 
MP175.40, north of Cottage Grove 

4 Umatilla River Bridge, EB I-84, 
MP188.43, near Umatilla 

5 Umpqua River Bridge, NB I-5, 
MP128.92, Roseburg 

6 Spencer Creek Bridge, US101, 
MP133.86, 10 miles 
south of Depoe Bay 

7 Fords Bridge, SB I-5, 
MP101.54, 

two miles north of Canyonville 

8 9 
Booth Ranch Bridge, NB I-5, MP112.57, 
and Shady Bridge, NB I-5, MP120.57, 

over the South Umpqua River between 
Myrtle Creek and Roseburg 

RESTRICTED 

Solo vehicles - 44,000 lbs. 
Tandem axle - 27,000 lbs. 
Maximum gross weight -

64,000 lbs. 
10 

Cook’s Chasm Bridge, US101, 
MP167.51, 2 miles south of Yachats 

Weight-Restricted Bridges on Major Routes 
Oregon Department of Transportation bridge inspectors have set weight 
restrictions on a number of bridges that are in urgent need of repair. The 21 
bridges shown here are the ones most recently found to have structural prob­
lems. In addition to these bridges located on major routes throughout the state, 
there are 43 other bridges on lesser routes that are also weight-restricted. In 
order to issue variance permits and routing instructions for over-width loads 
(over 81/2 feet) and heavy haul loads (exceeding axle weight limits), the Motor 
Carrier Transportation Division (MCTD) maintains a complete list of problem 
bridges. Truckers with questions about bridge restrictions should call an 
MCTD Over-Dimension Permit Analyst at 503-373-0000. More information is 
also available at www.TripCheck.com or at another ODOT Web site — 
www.odot.state.or.us/comm/newscenter/bridges.htm 
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All bridges listed here are 
being closely watched by 
bridge inspectors. Weight 
restrictions may change on a 
daily basis, and other bridges 
may become similarly re­
stricted, as conditions warrant. 
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RESTRICTED 

Single axle - 20,000 lbs. 
Tandem axle - 34,000 lbs. 
Maximum gross weight -

80,000 lbs. 

11 Willamette River Bridge, OR219, 
MP23.46, south of Newberg 

12 Yamhill River Bridge, OR18, 
MP51.57, near Dayton 

13 Applegate River Bridge, US199, 
MP7, southwest of Grants Pass 

14 Crooked River Bridge, OR126, 
MP17.97, Prineville 

Limited to 5-axle trucks 
Maximum gross weight -

62,000 lbs. 

15 Martin Luther King Jr. Viaduct, 
SB OR99E, Portland 

RESTRICTED 

Single axle - 20,000 lbs. 
Tandem axle - 34,000 lbs. 
Maximum gross weight -

105,500 lbs. 

16 Tualatin River Bridge, OR99W, 
MP12.18, Tualatin 

17 Hood River Bridge, WB I-84, 
MP63.41, crossing over the railroad in 

Hood River 

Sandy River Bridge, WB I-84, MP17.68, 18 

19 Deschutes River Bridge, OR206, 
MP 2.92 

over the Columbia River 
OR/WA Biggs Junction Bridge, US97, 

20 

21 Klamath Falls, US97, MP275.74, 
bridge over Green Springs Drive 
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