&@ ‘ | “@
A\ em ||, =

MOTOR CARRIER

Newsletter of the Oregon Department of Transportation Motor Carrier Transportation Division ¢ December 1999

Update: Oregon weight-mile tax
may go away March 1, 2001

The August Motor Carrier News reported on the passage of House Bill
2082, which repealed Oregon’s 52-year-old truck weight-mile tax and
replaced it with a 29-cent-a-gallon diesel fuel tax and an increase in truck
registration fees, all effective as early as July 1, 2000.

Since then, the bill was the subject of a successful signature petition
drive that placed it on the May 2000 Primary Election ballot as Measure 82,
to be approved or rejected by a vote of the people. Legislators knew this
might happen, so they put alternate implementation dates in the bill. On
page 2 of this newsletter is a draft of how Measure 82 might read on the
May 2000 ballot, and on page 3 is a summary of the time line for change
that now all hinges on the outcome of the election.

MCTD issues registration fee refunds

Staff at the Motor Carrier Transportation Division (MCTD) has been
working since late-October to issue refunds to any Oregon motor carrier
who paid higher registration fees that at one time were to take effect July 1,
2000.

MCTD found itself caught between a rock and a hard place when the
time to begin the registration renewal process rolled around this year. The
Legislature had passed HB 2082 and the Governor signed it into law on
September 1. MCTD knew there was a signature petition drive underway to
refer the bill to a vote of the people, but it could not assume the drive
would be successful. While computer programming work was forcing a
delay in billing for renewal of apportioned-plated trucks (prorate), MCTD
was ready to start renewing commercial-plated trucks. So, it sent notices
that reflected new, higher fees for the second half of the year 2000.

According to Laurie Hall, Salem Registration Supervisor, early estimates
show about 25 percent of the renewals processed include overpayments.
“As soon as we heard HB 2082 was officially referred to voters, we began
the process of refunding those overpayments,” Hall said. “We decided not
to wait for carriers to request a refund. We’re analyzing each account,
reviewing for any outstanding balances due, and refunding overpayments.”

Y2K continuation
plans at the ready

The Motor Carrier Transportation
Division (MCTD) has upgraded and
tested all of its mission critical
computer systems and believes
they’re “Y2K Ready.” That means the
systems have been determined to be
suitable for continued use into the
Year 2000, based on the information
currently available.

The Oregon Department of Admin-
istrative Services, which assesses the
Y2K readiness of state agencies, now
lists the Department of Transport-
ation’s five major mission critical
computer systems (MCTD’s largest
computer system is one of the five) as
“Certified Year 2000 Ready” with a
“low” risk factor.

In spite of all the work and testing
MCTD has done, there may be some
unanticipated glitches. There’s also
always the chance that a weather-
related or natural disaster completely
unrelated to Y2K could happen, such
as the upcoming strong solar flare
activity that scientists warn may
disrupt communications systems.
Preparing for the unexpected, MCTD
has developed business continuation
plans to address possible scenarios so
that it can continue to provide
needed services. See page 2 for more.

ODOT provides this information to inform
you about our Year 2000 readiness. This is a Year
2000 Readiness Disclosure pursuant to the Year
2000 Information and Readiness Disclosure Act,
PUB.L.NO. 105-271 (1998).

Reminder: MCTD Salem gets new 97301-2530 Zip Code

The Salem office of the Motor Carrier Transportation Division (MCTD) has a new zip +4 code that replaces
the 97310 zip code used for more than 30 years by all state agencies in Salem. That old zip code has been
found to slow mail delivery by at least one full day. Motor carriers should update their records and start

sending MCTD Salem mail to:

550 Capitol Street NE, Salem OR 97301-2530
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If voters approve Measure 82, gas taxes will increase from 26 cents to 29 cents per gallon,
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If voters approve Measure 82, truck weight-mile taxes and flat fees will increase for the period
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worth $3 million per year for repairing roads and bridges damaged by natural disasters.
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September 1, 2000, possible decrease in truck weight-mile taxes

If voters reject Measure 82, truck weight-mile taxes will decrease to implement the findings of 2425] 26[27| 28] 29 20
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New law strengthens drug and alcohol testing requirements

A new law passed by Oregon
legislators in 1999 seeks to
strengthen drug and alcohol testing
requirements and make it more
difficult for a truck driver to hide
positive drug test results. House Bill
3292, which becomes effective
March 1, 2000, makes three major
changes in Oregon law.

Carriers will notice one change
when they’re asked to certify that
they meet drug and alcohol testing
requirements. The question will
come up when they first register to
operate here, and again each time
they renew registration. Those who
participate in a program maintained
by a consortium will be asked to
provide the names of the consortium
operators.

Carriers caught without a testing
program will also notice a change in
penalties. In March, the fine in-
creases from $100 to $1,000 per
violation. The Motor Carrier Trans-
portation Division (MCTD) expects
to establish administrative rules for
how it will assess the new penalty.
When it currently finds violations
during a Safety Compliance Review,
it charges $100 for each of the six
months of operations reviewed, plus
$100 for each of the drivers em-
ployed during that time. For first-
time offenders, MCTD proposes to
increase the penalty to $250 for each
of the six months reviewed, plus
$100 for each of the drivers em-
ployed. Those who violate a second
time within five years would pay
$500 per month, plus $100 for each
of the drivers. They would also face
a possible suspension of their
operating authority. Those who
violate a third time within one year
of the second offense would pay the
full $1,000 per month penalty, plus
$100 for each of the drivers. They
would also face the revocation of
their operating authority.

Oregon truck drivers who test
positive for drugs will notice an-
other major change this law brings.
Medical review officers will be
required to notify Driver and Motor
Vehicle Services (DMV) of any
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commercial driver’s positive drug
test result. DMV will then send a
letter advising the driver of the right
to a hearing to dispute the test result
before it is entered on the employ-
ment driving record. If a hearing is

requested, no entry will be made
pending the outcome of the hearing.
If drug test information is posted on
a commercial driving record, DMV
will release it only with the written
permission of the driver.

Controlled Substances and Alcohol Testing Requirements Summary

Here’s a summary of various parts of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regula-
tions (FMCSR), Title 49, Part 382, related to truck driver testing requirements:

Pre-employment Controlled Substance Tests
Motor carriers cannot allow a driver to perform safety-sensitive duties until
the driver has received a negative result from a drug test. FMCSR, Part
382.301

Random Tests
Carriers must conduct random drug and alcohol tests throughout each year.
The drug tests must involve enough drivers to equal at least 50% of the
average number of drivers. The alcohol tests must involve enough drivers to
equal at least 25% of the average number of drivers and they must be per-
formed immediately prior to, during, or immediately after a driver is on duty.
All drivers must have an equal chance of being selected and must be selected
throughout the year using a scientific method. FMCSR, Part 382.305

Post-Accident Tests
Carriers must conduct both drug and alcohol tests on any driver involved in
an accident that resulted in a fatality. Both tests are also required when the
driver is cited for a moving traffic violation resulting in an accident in which
a person requires immediate medical treatment away from the scene, or
when a vehicle is towed away. The driver is to be tested for alcohol within 8
hours of the accident and tested for drugs within 32 hours of the accident.
FMCSR, Part 382.303

Reasonable Suspicion Tests
Drivers must submit to a drug and/or alcohol test whenever a properly-
trained motor carrier official or supervisor observes or documents behavior
indicating drug or alcohol use. FMCSR, Part 382.307

Return-to-Duty Tests
Carriers must follow certain steps before allowing a driver to return to work
after failing a test, or after refusing to take a test. First, the carrier must ensure
the driver passes an alcohol test with a result indicating an alcohol concen-
tration of less than .02 or a drug test indicating a negative result (whichever is
applicable). Second, the driver must be evaluated by a substance abuse
professional to determine what else may be needed. FMCSR, Part 382.309

In addition to these tests, carriers must provide drivers with educational
materials that outline the requirements and the carrier’s policy regarding
alcohol misuse and drug abuse. Carriers can administer their own testing
programs or they can enroll drivers with consortiums or third-party adminis-
trators who manage testing programs. Final responsibility for compliance lies
with the carrier, however. FMCSR, Part 382.601

Questions? Contact the Motor Carrier Transportation Division —503-378-6166.
















