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Oregon trims field office
hours for registration service

In a move estimated to save about $300,000 in staffing
costs per year, the Motor Carrier Transportation Division
(MCTD) is trimming the hours during which it will offer
registration services at five Ports of Entry and the Portland

Court rules against
weight-mile tax lawsuit

A Marion County Circuit Court has ruled
against the American Trucking Associations

Bridge field office (ATA) and other plaintiffs in a class action
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weight-mile tax for road use while allowing log,
sand and gravel, and wood chip haulers, as well
as certain farmers hauling for-hire, to pay a

Bridge on I-5 will also go to an 8 to 5 weekday schedule for
registration and permit services. The offices had all been
operating on a 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. weekday schedule. :

The Farewell Bend Port of Entry on the Idaho border will substltute.tax, commonl}{ ca}led flat fees.
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Watch for more news about that in the June Motor Carrier now reportedly considering whether to appeal
News. the ruling.

Truckers who arrive in Oregon and need registration service The lawsuit, which was 0.1‘1g.1nally filed 1 July
at the Ports of Entry should cut out the map below and carry it ,2000’ came on the heels of similar court action
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credentials issued by the Oregon Department of Transportation $27 million set:[leme.nt Wit}_l the industry and
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FYI - FOR YOUR INFORMATION
Oregon Safety Staff

The Motor Carrier Transportation
Division has six offices staffed
with 25 Safety Specialists, two of
which have special hazardous
materials-related training:

SALEM

Phone 503-378-6168 FAX 503-378-8815
Motor Carrier Specialists

Terry Evert, Gary Blaine, Dale King,
Cathy Shamblin, Richard Roberts,
Chuck Adams, Doug Pierovich,
Hazardous Materials Specialist
Jess Brown 503-378-3667

PORTLAND

Phone 503-240-5660 FAX503-283-5703
Motor Carrier Specialists

Charles Erlandson, Sharon Wyle,
Donna Schoonover, Terry Lorz,
Bismark Galeai

Hazardous Materials Specialist
Mike Sullivan 503-283-5852

Phone 541-686-7632 FAX 541-686-7951
Motor Carrier Specialists

Keith Clark, Ken Norwood,

Susan Combs

MEDFORD

Phone 541-776-6221 FAX541-776-6064
Motor Carrier Specialists

Harold Smith, John Truly,

Walter Rich, Angela Rose-Lane

Phone 541-388-6171 FAX 541-388-6320
Motor Carrier Specialists
Lyle Lorentz, Lee Brown

LA GRANDE

Phone 541-963-1390 FAX 541-962-7674
Motor Carrier Specialists
Bob Warren, Harold Wolford

PROGRAM MANAGERS

David McKane 503-373-0884
Ron Jones 503-373-1979
Greg Smith 503-378-5983

Hotline reports run true to form in 2001

Motorists who either called or
electronically filed 228 reports to
Oregon’s Truck Safety Hotline last
year had the usual problems to note.
More than half saw truckers speeding
or tailgating and one-fourth witnessed
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Truck Safety Hotline in 2001

drivers generally operating carelessly
or specifically changing lanes
unsafely. The breakdown of incident
reports for 2001 looks basically the
same as in previous years.

The Motor Carrier Transporta-
tion Division (MCTD) sent letters
to each of the 228 trucking compa-
nies responsible asking them to
look into the complaint. Company
officials usually say they appreci-
ate hearing about the incidents
because bad driving habits like
speeding and tailgating are among
the most common causes of truck-
at-fault accidents.

In the majority of cases, carriers
counseled or reprimanded their
driver and often placed a letter in
the driver’s file. In response to 46
of the hotline calls, carriers either
denied the allegation, said the
information was simply inaccu-
rate, or offered a satisfactory

explanation. One case led to a driver
being fired.

Since 1988, motorists who see some
truck safety problem while traveling in
Oregon have been able to call 1-800-
248-6782 and leave a message any
time. In 2001, MCTD added an
internet-based form for filing incident
reports online.

Joth the Hotline’s taped message
.the online form ask for all perti-
t details, including time, location,
sscription of the incident, and
atification of the truck (the trailer
1wumber may not be enough to
atify the company using the
ler). Reports submitted online are
»matically entered into a database
gram that organizes the details
vided.
)f course most truckers are profes-
1als who drive safely and courte-
ly. The Hotline allows the public to
3 identify those few who cause
blems. Considering that trucks are
estimated to have traveled more than
two billion miles over Oregon high-
ways last year, it’s remarkable that the
Safety Hotline received so relatively
few reports of truck-related problems.

Driver was suspended
or fired 2

)

the 228 Hotline Incident Reports

To report an incident, call 1-800-248-6782. Or go online:

www.odot.state.or.us/trucking/safety/hotline.htm
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Green Light saves
truckers 74,000+
hours of travel
time in 2001

Truckers traveling in Oregon saved
more than 74,000 hours of travel time
in 2001 as they got the go ahead to
bypass weigh stations equipped with
the Green Light weigh station
preclearance system.

At the 21 Green Light sites, tran-
sponder-equipped trucks were
weighed in-motion and electronically
screened a total of 1,120,098 times
last year. Eight out of 10 times, the
screening resulted in a truck being
“precleared,” which means the driver
got a green, good-to-go signal on the
transponder indicating that he or she
can keep on truckin’ past the station.

A total of 892,477 trucks were
“precleared” in 2001, 39% more than
the total in 2000. If bypassing a weigh
station at highway speed saves five
minutes, Green Light saved truckers
74,373 hours of travel time last year.

While trucks were precleared 80%
of the time, 6% got a red light signal
to pull in because they needed a
closer check of single axle or tandem
axle weights, 3% had a problem
crossing the weigh-in-motion scales
(didn’t maintain steady speed,
misaligned or oscillated over scales,
etc.), 1% had a problem with safety
records, 0.33% had a problem with
credentials, and 9% had transponder
communication problems.

As of March 1, 2002, a total of 1,788
trucking companies were participat-
ing in Green Light and they had
transponders in 19,528 trucks. Their
Green Light transponder is the same
type that is used in other weigh
station preclearance systems around
the country and they’re free to use it
in any other system by enrolling with
the state and agreeing to that state’s
terms and conditions.

Oregon is distributing transponders
at no cost to companies that regularly
stop at Green Light weigh stations.
For more information, contact the
Motor Carrier Transportation Division
at 503-378-6054.

Transportation Commission selects

road and bridge projects worth
$400 million

Working from a long shopping list of road and bridge projects worth
$1.5 billion, the Oregon Transportation Commission has approved the
final list of projects to be funded by the $400 million available under the
Oregon Transportation Investment Act (OTIA).

Passed in the 2001 Legislative
Session as House Bill 2142, the
OTIA provided funds for projects
to be completed over the next six
years. The $400 million that OTIA
makes available now through the
purchase of bonds will be repaid
by Oregon titling fees, which were increased to $30 for cars, $90 for trucks
and buses with a gross vehicle weight rating over 26,000 pounds, and $90
for trailers over 8,000 pounds loaded weight. Salvage titles, including
duplicate or replacement salvage titles, are $17.

As part of the public process that began last year, the Oregon Trans-
portation Commission initially decided to divide the $400 million equally
between projects that add lane capacity or improve interchanges and
bridge and repaving projects. In January 2002, the Commission approved a
final list of 131 projects, including 40 that add lane capacity or improve
interchanges ($200 million), 12 that fix bridges on interstate highways
($94.9 million), 38 that fix bridges on city and county roads ($35.1 mil-
lion), and 41 that repave roads throughout the state ($70 million).

City and county funds will be added to cover the total cost of many of
the projects. For example, the 38 city and county bridge projects will cost
a total of $62.1 million, with the OTIA providing $35.1 million and cities
and counties making up the difference. For a complete list of projects by
region, visit ODOT’s Web site — www.odot.state.or.us/otia

Interstate Bridge Projects

Projects approved by the Commission include major work repairing
bridges on Interstates 5 and 84. A total of $94.9 million will be spent on
12 bridge projects, $39.4 million of which will fix the six cracked spans
that make up the Grande Ronde River Bridges on Interstate 84 in Eastern
Oregon west of La Grande.

Average Total

Mile- Daily No. of Project

post Vehicles Cost
Interstate 84 Bridges
Grande Ronde River & UPRR EB 259.13 4,500 $ 7,950,000
Grande Ronde River & UPRR WB 259.13 4,500 $ 7,950,000
Lower Perry Bridge EB 257.23 4,500 $ 5,450,000
Lower Perry Bridge WB 257.23 4,500 $ 5,450,000
Grande Ronde River EB - Upper Perry 256.17 4,500 $ 6,300,000
Grande Ronde River WB - Upper Perry 256.18 4,500 $ 6,300,000
Interstate 5 Bridges
Coast Fork Willamette River Bridge SB 179.99 15,950 $ 9,100,000
Row River Bridge SB 175.40 15,950 $ 6,600,000
South Umpqua River NB - Shady Bridge 120.57 16,290 $13,400,000
South Umpqua River NB - Booth Ranch Bridge 112.57 12,120 $ 8,600,000
South Umpqua River SB - Fords Bridge 101.54 23,000 $12,800,000
Grave Creek SB 71.72 8,920 $ 5,000,000
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