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Variance permit one-stop shop to offer
six continuous operation permits

The Motor Carrier Transportation Division (MCTD) is working out the last
details of implementing Oregon’s new one-stop shop for continuous opera-
tion variance permits. The program, set to begin July 1, is the result of
legislation passed last year (HB 2635). Permits will initially be available for
six types of operations and they will authorize travel in each of the jurisdic-
tions affected by the trip. All 36 Oregon counties will participate in the
system. Among the last-minute details being discussed are permit fees and
service charges that will cover each jurisdiction’s costs. For more informa-
tion, contact MCTD at 503-378-6192.

Continuous Operation Variance Permit Types — One-Stop Program

1) Extended weight and/or over-length — For truck-tractor semi-trailer,
truck and trailer, or double combinations with weights from 80,001 to
105,500 pounds, and operations that exceed the maximum legal length.

2) Over-width and overweight — For truck-tractor semi-trailer operations
that exceed the maximum legal width and weight, up to 98,000 pounds.

3) Over-width and legal weight — For truck-tractor semi-trailer operations
that exceed the maximum legal width, but not legal weight of 80,000
pounds.

4) Long logs, poles, and piling — For certain log truck and trailer
combinations in most counties.

5) Truck tractor with semi-trailer — For truck-tractor semi-trailer operations
with 80 feet overall length, with up to 70 feet single item load length.

6) Manufactured home, mobile/modular unit — For homes and units up to
14 feet wide and up to 75 feet long, depending on the county.

NOTE: Numerous conditions apply to these permits.

Green Light wins ‘Best of ITS’ award

Oregon’s Green Light weigh station preclearance program is the winner of
one of seven “Best of ITS” awards for 1999 presented by the members of the
Intelligent Transportation Society of America (ITS America). Green Light was
one of four finalists in the category “ITS Deployment and Market Develop-
ment Shown to Save Money.”

By using high-speed weigh-in-motion scales and transponders, the Green
Light program saves travel time truckers otherwise waste stopping at weigh
stations. It also saves the State of Oregon money it would have spent expand-
ing stations to handle growing truck traffic. It further saves road maintenance
costs by making weigh stations more efficient at identifying and stopping
overweight trucks that would otherwise cause pavement damage.

The program also saves money because it’s a completely free service.
Oregon has never charged for each weigh station preclearance event, like the
HELP PrePass system does, and it is currently distributing transponders at no
charge. Call 503-378-6054 for more information.

Voters say NO
to weight-mile
tax repeal

A month before Oregon’s May
16 Primary Election, supporters
of Measure 82 declared defeat.
Their campaign efforts to sway
votes in favor of a gas tax increase
and the repeal of truck weight-
mile taxes were having no effect.
And the futility of their efforts
became clear on election day,
as practically 9 out of 10 voters
(88%) said NO to Measure 82.

Some believe that linking the
repeal of weight-mile taxes to a gas
tax increase made the outcome
very predictable. Since 1993, gas
tax increases have been defeated
twice by Oregon legislators and,
counting this election, twice by
voters. Now for the fifth straight
time, legislators meeting in Salem
next year will face questions of
how to pay for needed road
construction and maintenance.
Although there is no emerging
consensus yet about what legisla-
tors will do, based on the results of
Measure 82 it is unlikely they will
again couple any proposed gas tax
increase with truck tax reform.

(more on page 2)

Weight-mile tax rates
drop 12%, beginning in
September (see page 2).

Watch for notice of the
rate change in your
mail in July.

























