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Oregon Public Transportation Advisory Committee (PTAC) 
September 8, 2014 Meeting Minutes 

Oregon Department of Transportation 
ODOT, Region 2, Building X Conference Room 

885 Airport Rd. SE, Salem, Oregon 
 
Member Attendees: 
Julie Brown, RVTD, Chair & Small Urban Provider rep.; Phil Warnock, Oregon Cascades 
West Council of Governments, Vice Chair and NEMT rep.; Ernie Palmer, Basin Transit, Rural 
Provider rep.; Susan Dreier, SAMTD, Salem-Keizer Transit rep.; Karen Friend, COIC, Small 
Urban Provider rep.; Cosette Rees, LTD, LTD rep.; Aaron Deas, Tri-Met, Tri-Met rep.; Mary 
Jo Carpenter, Community Connection of Baker County, OTA rep.; Curtis Raines, The 
Klamath Tribes, Tribal Transportation rep.; Henry Heimuller, Columbia County Commission, 
AOC rep. (West) 
 
Member Attendees via Phone:  
Donald Leap, AORTA, Passenger Rail rep.; Julie Wilcke, Ride Connection, Senior and 
Disability rep.; Kim Curley, Commute Options, TOGO rep.; Ted Leybold, Metro, TDM rep.; 
Peter Runnels, Harney County, AOC rep. (East), Jason Higham, TAC Transportation, Private 
Transportation rep. 
 
ODOT Rail and Public Transit Division (RPTD) Staff Attendees: 
Robin Bjurstrom, Operations Manager; Dinah Van Der Hyde, Policy Program Lead; Marsha 
Hoskins, Region Section Lead; Casandra Mance, Training Program Coordinator; Christine 
West, Capital Program Coordinator; David Schwert, Compliance; Jamey Dempster, RTC 
Region 2; Jean Palmateer, RTC Region 2; Matthew Barnes, Transit Network Program 
Coordinator; Joel Manning, Rural/General Public Program Coordinator; Jenny Erickson, 
Operations Support Analyst; Joni Bramlett, RTC Region 4 (via phone) 
 
 
Other ODOT Attendees: 
Lucia Ramirez, ODOT Principal Planner; Brian Hurley, Senior Transportation Planner; Alex 
Bettinardi, Statewide and Urban Modeling 
 
Visitors: 
Dan Schwanz, HRCTD/MCCOG; Jennifer Cox, MTR Western; Dennis Pinheiro, Douglas 
County (telephone) 
 
Absent: Hal Gard, RPTD Administrator 
 
Commencement of Meeting: 1:00 p.m. 
 
Item A: Welcome, Roundtable and Announcements 
Chair Brown opened the meeting with introductions of the Committee members and welcomed 
visitors. 
 
Meeting Minutes Approval (Handout A1): The meeting minutes from the July 14, 2014 PTAC 
Meeting were approved with no changes.  

Handout C1 
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The Big Picture Workgroup Chair Ted Leybold provided an update.  The workgroup met a few 
times this summer creating a high-level needs list and related it to opportunities to share tools, 
identified potential audiences.  Ted and Cosette used this needs list to contribute to the STIP 
Stakeholder Committee work and their Priority Projects. The Workgroup’s next action will be to 
send recruiting announcements for subcommittees to PTAC members via Doodle. All PTAC 
members are eligible join a subcommittee to work on priority tools; the two subcommittees as 
the Education Package group and the Communications Strategy/Tools group. Both will begin 
in 2015. 
 
Item B: Opportunity for Public Comment 
No names were listed on the sign-up sheet for Public Comment and none was offered. 
 
Item C: Oregon Public Transportation Plan (OPTP) (Handouts C1 and C2) 
Lucia Ramirez, ODOT Principal Planner, Brian Hurley, ODOT Planner, Jean Palmateer, ODOT 
RPTD Region 2 RTC 
 
Lucia Ramirez briefly provided background about the previous OPTP, how it was developed in 
1997, and is no longer relevant. The new plan is being built from scratch as a statewide level 
policy plan. It does not identify projects or specific networks.  The main goals are to create a 
statewide vision for Public Transit as part of the general public transportation system, 
determine how it should look and work, then build a policy framework to help achieve those 
goals. We also want to help local jurisdictions and providers build on the framework and supply 
priorities and ideas to assist in future planning and decision-making. 

 
She further explained the plan development timeline and the completion of stakeholder 
interviews that included small and large jurisdictions, transit providers, public works staff, and 
economic development staff to identify key issues. The Stakeholder Interview Questionnaire 
was sent to PTAC members prior to this meeting requesting each member respond to eight 
questions and to prepare for in-depth discussion.   
 
Brian Hurley then gave a brief overview of interview results to date: 

 The top basic theme at this point is funding, which is no surprise. Funding structures are 
overly complex and lack of funding remains a major barrier to service expansion and 
long range planning. 

 Connections between networks and providers - including issues like scheduling 
limitations and lack of regional providers. Shared information and technology would help 
transit agencies leverage each other’s strengths.  

 Public Transit’s role in economic development and access to jobs - especially as a 
value-add to employers.  

 Elderly/special needs services - especially the relationship between transit providers 
and social service agencies and the related need to address service overlaps.   

 Transit and land-use - Interviewees would like to see public transportation play a bigger 
part in the land-use planning process.  

 Transit’s relationship to other modes, first/last mile issues, and specifically how this plan 
connects to ODOT’s other modal plans.  

 Lastly, ODOT’s role statewide. 
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Lucia stated that folks are asking ODOT to facilitate, help them with coordination, and 
provide resources to connect with others. They want standards, expectations, and ideas 
they can strive for in both small and large communities. They intend to explore those 
themes throughout the plan and come up with standards and targets that aren’t rigid and 
can be taken to city councils and boards of directors to engage help. We want to offer 
general expectations and avoid exclusion of individual community needs. 
 
During the lengthy discussion, a number of questions were covered: 

 Have transit riders been interviewed yet?  Not at this stage.  When we begin the 
actual planning process, we will conduct public outreach using environmental justice 
principles, which will include a wide variety of people. We will reach out to you as 
providers to encourage your passengers to attend these meetings, and we will 
create and announce online comment opportunities.  

 Did the former plan identify the transit systems in the state and was there an 
information page to help riders contact specific services?  Services will likely be 
listed regionally, with some listed by name (largest) and some enumerated (small) 
but there won’t be contact pages for specific services. This plan will do some similar 
enumeration of systems as the former plan and will define both our base case and 
what we aspire to in the future.     

 Have other states recently completed a similar project that might help us reduce the 
resources we must spend rather than starting from scratch on our plan?  It is 
important to follow the standard public process; however, they are also learning from 
other states, including WSDOT, which just ended its process. 

 
Lucia closed with a reminder that members can sign up for website updates and find 
detailed results of these interviews, as well as the stakeholder interviews on the Plan 
Information Website (see link below).  She further explained that the next steps involve 
developing a policy advisory committee early next year that will include representation from 
all modes and interests: PTAC, freight, bicycle/pedestrian, etc.   Having this diverse 
representation will help further define policies and goals. Lucia emphasized that PTAC is 
an important part of the process and they will provide updates and periodically ask for 
feedback on key plan components.  Link: 
http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/TD/TP/pages/optp.aspx 

 
ACTION STEPS: 

 All PTAC Members: If you haven’t filled out the questionnaire, please fill it out and submit to 
Cassie Mance in the next couple of business days. 

 Items to provide to PTAC Members: 
o Triangle/pyramid graphic from Hal and Julie’s presentation to OTC next week 
o Contact information for Lucia and Brian 
o Signup instructions for website updates (see link earlier in this document) 

 
BREAK: 2:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. 
 
Item D: Technology 20 Series - Modeling Transit & GTFS (Handout D1) 
Matthew Barnes, ODOT Transit Network Program Coordinator, Alex Bettinardi, ODOT Senior 
Transportation Analyst, Transportation Planning Analysis Unit (TPAU.) 

http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/TD/TP/pages/optp.aspx
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Matthew Barnes reminded members of the prior meeting where Aaron Antrim of Trillium 
Solutions talked about General Transit Feed Specification (GTFS) data.  He introduced Alex 
Bettinardi who will continue this topic discussion and further explain how GTFS relates to 
modeling tasks.  
 
Alex presented a number of examples of how models exist covering most of our state’s 
population, but not all have transit data; some deal only with vehicle movement. Fortunately, 
there are other tools applicable, like the Transportation Boardings Estimation and Simulation 
Tool (TBEST) in coordination with models or the Statewide Transportation Model, with detailed 
microsimulation models, strategic planning, and land use planning.  
  
Alex identified four levels of transit modeling based on data available:  Level 1 - ridership for a 
region; Level 2 - information about lines (but not specific stops); Level 3 - specific stops (data 
comes from onboard surveys); and; Level 4 - how many people board and alight at each stop. 
It takes a lot of money to get to Level 4; only Metro works at that level. For the most part, the 
rest of us are Level 1 or 2. He emphasized how gathering data today helps improve modeling 
in the future.  
 
He concluded his presentation by letting providers know they can contact their RTC 
representative, who can then connect them with TPAU for more information, and finding the 
tools that can help. 
 
Item E: Medical Examiner / CDL Update (Handout E1) 
Lydia Beebe, DMV CDL Unit Lead 
 
During the prior meeting in July, Robin Bjurstrom shared presentation information from Tom 
McLellan, DMV Administrator, regarding the new requirements for Oregon’s Commercial 
Driver’s License (CDL).  That created a lot of discussion prompting Mr. Gard and the PTAC 
Members to request a DMV representatives attend a meeting to explain in further detail. Based 
on that request, Robin invited and introduced Lydia Beebe and Margaret Geer from the Driver 
Programs Section to answer questions. 
 
Lydia began by reviewing the CDL requirements regarding medical qualifications, specifically, 
ORS 807.100 and OAR 735-063-0050.  She explained that DMV started to require medical 
qualification for all CDL drivers when the CDL program launched in the late 1980’s.  Recently, 
the Federal government decided that they needed to review the standards after discovering 
significant compliance problems in other states, including DOT certified physicals. Specifically, 
a qualified physician must be licensed in his/her state to perform full physical examinations and 
must attend a certain amount of training to provide the physicals and training emphasizing 
issues around CMV drivers with sleep apnea, particularly undiagnosed sleep apnea.  
 
Several members asked if the full impact of the ORS has been reviewed or investigated?  
Lydia indicated that to her knowledge no official intent to review or request for change has 
been initiated.   

 
ACTION STEPS: 

 Chair Julie Brown asked Lydia and Margaret to find out whether our neighboring state’s 
DMVs run into the same issues and burdens. We need to know if we press forward with 
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OTA for an OAR change. 

 Provide link to National Registry of Certified Medical Examiners directory, available on the 
FMCSA website. Link: 

o https://nationalregistry.fmcsa.dot.gov/NRPublicUI/home.seam 
 
Item F: Oregon Transportation Form (OTF) Update 
Aaron Deas, Tri-Met – Oregon Transportation Forum (OTF) rep from PTAC 
 
Aaron discussed OTF’s recent work toward the 2015 update. OTF is a collection of many 
interested parties who worked intermittently throughout the year to come up with the 2105 
transportation package. They recently sent out a straw-man proposal to orient others of the 
purpose and encourage discussion. 
 
He shared a number of the major principles: 

o Fully fund ConnectOregon (back to where it used to be) 
o Add ConnectOregon Plus (funded by a dedicated amount from the Lottery into two 

pots including one for alternate mode funding for rail/transit 
o Index the gas tax (perhaps to fuel economy, construction prices, or inflation, to 

stabilize it) 
o Increase the gas tax 
o Reduce orphan highways 
o Fully fund transit agencies’ actual cost for Paratransit 
o Set up youth passes 
o Address other planning/policy pieces regarding things like co-location of ODOT and 

local road maintenance facilities and engage road user task force fees 
o Figure out how to raise about $300M of funding, including a gas tax increase and a 

vehicle registration increase. 
 
This is a complex project and the plan is to introduce something coherent at the November 
meeting that they can move forward.  The link to the straw-man document and additional 
information can be found at http://oregontransportationforum.wordpress.com 
 
ACTION STEPS: 

 Include this topic as an update on the next PTAC agenda. 
 
Item G: RPTD Administrator Update (Handout G1) 
Dinah Van Der Hyde, ODOT Policy Program Lead 
 
Hal Gard was unable to attend this meeting so Dinah covered a number of items in his 
absence.  She shared that RPTD has several new staff members that were introduced at the 
start of the meeting and provided a little more information about each of them. 
 
She then provided the following updates: 

 ConnectOregon V - 36 of the 37 projects were approved and transit was awarded 6 totaling 
$3.3M of the full $40M amount for transit. The completed and approved list is available 
online at: 
http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/TD/TP/CO/ConnectOregon%20V%20Approved%20Projects.
pdf 

https://nationalregistry.fmcsa.dot.gov/NRPublicUI/home.seam
http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/TD/TP/CO/ConnectOregon%20V%20Approved%20Projects.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/TD/TP/CO/ConnectOregon%20V%20Approved%20Projects.pdf
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 RPTD submitted two grant applications to FTA as proposals on behalf of providers; one for 
RVTD for the low emission vehicles (CNG, $3.375M for 10 vehicles,) and one for Ladders 
of Opportunity for 16 vehicles and 4 facility improvements (7 rural and 3 small urban, $2M).  
We are still waiting for results and will keep you informed. A detailed list is available for any 
who are interested. 

 The Ladders of Opportunity list just came out last week and is quite specific in scope. It is 
for workforce development for public transportation professionals and is only $7M 
nationwide. The description sounded targeted, so it may already be earmarked, but if 
anyone has an active ongoing workforce development concept ready in one of our larger 
agencies, please think about it and contact us quickly so we can work together to write it 
up. Urban and Rural agencies can apply and must demonstrate that the project is 
supported by the applicant partnered with an external strategic partner. There is a 60-day 
turnaround.  

 Applications for the 5339 Bus & Bus Facilities have been received and are in the initial 
stages of the review process.  $6M in vehicles was requested and we received 16 
applications from 14 providers. There is $3.9M available. 

 There isn’t much to share right now about the Rail program. The corridor plan is in the 
evaluation process.  High speed rail has a new “game train” in partnership with University 
of Oregon. It follows the football schedule. They are trying to work on a similar plan with 
Oregon State University. 

 Christine West introduced the new DAS price agreement and the four new vendors 
effective 8/15/14:  EK Coaches, Schetky, Western Bus, and one new vendor, New Flyer 
(Harlow did not bid this time around). There is a new component; customers can now 
negotiate price. There is also a new crosswalk handout and it will be posted on the PTD 
website. 

 
ACTION ITEMS: 

 Send out Ladders of Opportunity list information 

 New crosswalk posted on PTD website. Link: 
o http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/PT/resources/guidance-library/vehicle-useful-life-

contract-crosswalk.pdf 

 Julie Stephens identified that Mt. Hood Express may qualify for the Ladders of Opportunity 
and would like the information. 

  
 
Item H: Final Reminders & Adjournment 
Chair Julie Brown 
 

 Chair Julie Brown reminded members that the Oregon Public Transportation 
Conference (OPTC) is open for registration. It takes place October 19-22, 2014. PTAC 
members should NOT select the scholarship option during registration. Members will 
use the travel reimbursement process instead. If you haven’t yet made a hotel 
reservation, do not wait. 

 
Lisa Gardner, representative from League of Oregon Cities, is no longer able to serve 
on PTAC. The new member will be Rob Inerfeld who works for City of Eugene as a 
Transportation Planner. He will join the PTAC meeting at OPTC on Wednesday, 

http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/PT/resources/guidance-library/vehicle-useful-life-contract-crosswalk.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/PT/resources/guidance-library/vehicle-useful-life-contract-crosswalk.pdf
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October 22, 2014, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  
 

 There will be a contractor/vendor fair through Oregon Small Business Institute (OSBI) 
here in ODOT’s Building X on October, 3 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Vendors will 
come to the meeting to find out how to become small business (DBE) vendors. There 
will be a panel of four agencies (TriMet, SK, Lane, RVTD, and Passenger Rail) to 
describe our procurement process and how they can get on our lists. It is a good 
opportunity to meet the DBE vendors in the Salem area. For more information, contact 
Sherrin Coleman. Jean explained that this is their first meeting so it is a trial run and 
other regional meetings may follow elsewhere. Also, since this meeting targets larger 
agencies, smaller agencies may have different DBE opportunities. Links: 

http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/CS/CIVILRIGHTS/Pages/event_int_vend_fair.aspx 
http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/CS/CIVILRIGHTS/event/Intermodal_Vendor_Fair.pdf 
 

 Cosette Rees announced that LTD recently received the 2014 Outstanding Transit 
System of the Year for all of North America for agencies their size. They can use the 
recognition logo for ten years. 

 

 Kim Curley announced the second annual Drive Less. Connect. Challenge, October 6 
through October 29, 2014. They have transit Tuesdays in Central Oregon and there are 
great prizes again this year.  She will send out more information soon. 

 
ACTION ITEMS: 

 Send the flyer for the OSBI meeting on October 3, 2014, to PTAC members 
 
Meeting Adjourned: 4:35 p.m. 

http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/CS/CIVILRIGHTS/Pages/event_int_vend_fair.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/CS/CIVILRIGHTS/event/Intermodal_Vendor_Fair.pdf

