
 
 
  Handout A 1 

 
 ODOT – PTAC Meeting Minutes – October 22, 2014                                                                              Page 1 of 4 

 

Oregon Public Transportation Advisory Committee (PTAC) 
October 22, 2014 Meeting Minutes 

Oregon Department of Transportation 
Oregon Public Transportation Conference, Seaside Civic and Convention Center, 

Seaside, Oregon 
 
Member Attendees: 
Julie Brown, RVTD, Chair & Small Urban Provider rep.; Phil Warnock, Oregon Cascades 
West Council of Governments, Vice Chair and NEMT rep.; Susan Dreier, SAMTD, Salem-
Keizer Transit rep.; Karen Friend, COIC, Small Urban Provider rep.; Cosette Rees, LTD, LTD 
rep.; Mary Jo Carpenter, Community Connection of Baker County, OTA rep.; Kim Curley, 
Commute Options, TOGO rep.; Julie Wilcke, Ride Connection, Senior and Disability rep.; Ted 
Leybold, Metro, TDM rep.; Rob Inerfeld, City of Eugene, League of Oregon Cities rep. (new) 
 
ODOT Rail and Public Transit Division (RPTD) Staff Attendees: 
Hal Gard, RPTD Administrator; Robin Bjurstrom, Transit Manager; Dinah Van Der Hyde, 
Policy Section Lead; Marsha Hoskins, Region Section Lead; Casandra Mance, Training 
Program Coordinator; Karyn Criswell, Regional Transit Coordinator (Region 1); Joni 
Bramlett, Regional Transit Coordinator (Region 4); Jenny Erickson, Web & Forms/Grant 
Manager 
 
FTA Attendees: 
Ken Feldman, Deputy Regional Administrator, Region 10; Scot Rastelli, Transportation 
Program Specialist, Region 10 
 
Visitors: 
Allan Pollock, Salem Area Mass Transit District; SueAnn Coffin, Salem Area Mass Transit 
District; Crissy Ditmore, vRide Vanpool; Dan Schwanz, HRCTD/MCCOG; Susan Johnson, 
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation; Chelsey Dick, Confederated Tribes of 
the Umatilla Indian Reservation; Rob Johnson, Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation; Sally Ann Marson, City Councilor, Columbia City, Oregon; Teresa 
Christopherson, Clackamas County; Julie Stephens, City of Sandy 
 
Absent: Ernie Palmer, Basin Transit, Rural Provider rep.; Aaron Deas, Tri-Met, Tri-Met rep.; 
Curtis Raines, The Klamath Tribes, Tribal Transportation rep.; Henry Heimuller, Columbia 
County Commission, AOC rep. (West); Donald Leap, AORTA, Passenger Rail rep.; Peter 
Runnels, Harney County, AOC rep. (East); Tim Wilson, Citizen-at-large; Jason Higham, 
TAC Transportation, Private Transportation rep. 
 
Commencement of Meeting: 8:57 a.m. 
 
Item A: Welcome and introduction of PTAC members – Chair Julie Brown and RPTD 
Administrator Hal Gard 
 
Chair Brown welcomed all attendees and expressed appreciation for the conference and those 
committed to it and this meeting.  She then described the committee make-up for the benefit of 
any newcomers and visitors. She explained that over the last year, she has seen growth in all 
the members’ hard work; and in working together well.   
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Item B: PTAC Update – Julie Brown, PTAC Chair 
Chair Brown introduced Rob Inerfeld, Transportation Planner for City of Eugene as the new 
League of Oregon Cities representative for PTAC. Rob is currently developing a citywide 
transportation plan including multimodal corridor planning, traffic calming, and programs to 
increase use of alternatives to single-occupancy vehicles. The city's new bicycle and 
pedestrian strategic and master plans are under his leadership. An interesting fact, he grew up 
in the suburbs of New York City and has lived in most of the major cities on the east coast 
before moving to Oregon in 2005.  He received degrees from University of NC Chapel Hill and 
University of Pennsylvania and is a member of the American Institute of Certified Planners. He 
is a bicyclist, transit rider, and vehicle driver.  
 
Rob thanked the committee for the opportunity to join PTAC. Transit is a large part of 
transportation in Eugene and he appreciates the robust local system. He looks forward to 
learning about rural transit and appreciates the diversity of transit in Oregon.  
 
Chair Brown then discussed PTAC members' roles and responsibilities and how the 
membership roster represents a snapshot of transit across the state. She said PTAC is always 
looking for new members and anyone interested in serving [in some form] on PTAC, contact a 
current member.  
 
Item C: FTA Brief Update – Ken Feldman, FTA Region 10 Deputy Regional Administrator 
and Scot Rastelli, Region 10 Transportation Program Specialist (Handout C1) 
Ken Feldman began the presentation introducing the 2014 FTA Program Update PowerPoint.   
FTA made several changes last year beginning with the government shutdown last October 
and the Highway trust fund crisis. They expect and hope that next year will be better. Congress 
has two years to work on the big issues before another election, which allows time for problem 
solving. The President's reauthorization proposal (Grow America) outlines how we want to see 
the next six years of FTA funding and that's what FTA will present to the Federal DOT. They 
will also start negotiations on the next funding package for STP. 
 
FTA is looking forward to getting direction from Congress finalizing the funding levels for FY 
15.  Once they receive that direction, they will then process a partial load into TEAMs and get 
the grant application started. 
  
The TEAM system has been used for more than 12 years. The software world has evolved, so 
they are switching from TEAM to TrAMS. They are working on the bugs and other coordination 
details with the plan to roll it out sometime next year. Training will be offered in Seattle the 
week of December 8. Each Grantee can send up to two train-the-trainer attendees to learn the 
programming. There will also be other trainings and webinars that attendees can register on 
the Region 10 portion of FTA site. 
 
NTD is also getting a facelift; it is called NTD 2.0 and they will begin with monthly reporters. 
Quarterly reporters will be able to use it in December. An informational webinar will be posted 
on the FTA website soon. 
 
Regarding Grow America, the heart of the talk is the reauthorization proposal. Congress will 
authorize it through law then fund it annually. MAP-21 passed in Summer 2012 and became 
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effective in FY13 (Oct 2012.) It expires December 30, 2014, and the Gas Tax bailout extended 
into May of next year. Most authorization programs are funded for six years (SAFETEA-LU 
was extended 7 or 8 times while they worked out what to do about the decline in Gas Tax 
revenues and found no solution. That is also why MAP-21 was a two year program.) FTA 
doesn't know what is next. President Obama asked Secretary Foxx and the DOT to put 
together a proposal of what's desired in the next year. This is an unusual bold step forward for 
President Obama, who came from the Senate. He seemed content to make policy suggestions 
and let Congress take the lead on programs and proposals in the past. They took the 
remaining four years of the traditional six and extended MAP-21 with minor changes. This 
would have funded DOT's programs at $302B for four years, resulting in transit getting $72B 
($18B per year), which is an increase from today's $11B. All programs would have seen a 
bump up, plus several new programs, including the new 5339 program to replace buses at the 
end of useful life.  
 
Ken concluded that this is all just a starting point in negotiations and there are more problems 
to fix. He suggested that if you are making the rounds in DC or talking to your representatives, 
talk about these issues to help them become part of the proposals. 
 
Questions: 
Dinah asked if other states in Region 10 have bodies similar to PTAC and whether they have 
suggestions, comparisons, or comments about the value of stakeholder advisory committees. 
Ken said that Washington State has a similar committee.  Idaho and Alaska have advisory 
bodies that are more like OTA, with some PTAC-style functions. However, those states have 
lower state funding for transit. He expressed that PTAC's value is high. 
 
Ted said that Oregon is about to update the Oregon Public Transportation Plan and asked if 
there is advice for PTAC about providing input for plan direction and prioritization? Ken said 
FTA can't steer a state's plan in any way but that PTAC could look at the County level where 
they are doing coordinated plans. He suggested working to coordinate plans among Counties 
and the State. He also recommended talking to WSDOT, as they just did this exercise a couple 
of years ago; possibly ask them what they would have done differently if they were starting 
over today. 
 
Julie asked about Scot's role in triennial reviews. Scot said he is still working on dates and 
Oregon will have a triennial review and a State Management review this year. He is unclear 
which triennials he will personally attend and/or review, but FTA's contractor does the actual 
review.  Ken mentioned two triennial review workshops in Seattle and Portland in same week 
and said any agency that will have a review will find it very important to be there. FTA changed 
the review process and you can learn about the changes there (most requirements are the 
same, but emphasis areas and processes are different.) 
 
Item D: Opportunities for Engagement & Collaboration – Chair Julie Brown 
Julie reviewed PTAC's actions in the last year. They created a Vision Statement (see website 
for additional information) which was sometimes challenging because it is hard to include 
everything. They worked well together and it is a great statement. 
  
She sees PTAC as becoming bold and innovative in leadership, using subcommittees to do 
portions of work such as addressing economic growth principles, integration, coordination, and 
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collaboration; with universal access as the goal.  
 
We all know funding is an issue for all public transportation providers. Agencies are learning to 
collaborate and even share vehicles. They constantly work together to make it work for 
everyone. When we hear talk of partial funding, we get nervous. We have no spare or 
contingency, which means we are in dire situations. This is true even for large urbans, but it's 
especially true for small rurals.  
 
The Strategic Investment Workgroup met many times throughout the year with a goal of 
creating principles.  They talked about accountability, public engagement, coordination, 
scalability, sustainability, and what agencies experience.  They then developed an outline 
document. There is more work to do because now they must take those principles and apply 
them to funding.  
 
In the future, we must all ask hard questions, like: how do these principles relate to what we 
are doing in each community, what is the best "bang for the buck", and how are we 
accountable for how we use the available funds?  
 
In addition, Chair Brown explained that many PTAC members sit on modal groups and 
committees: Cosette worked on the STIP Stakeholder Workgroup as the PTAC representative, 
Ted worked on the TO Topic Plan along with Mary Jo and Phil. They all take on these 
responsibilities-changing the face of transportation in Oregon. 

  
Item E: Oregon Values and Belief Project (Resource: truenorthoregon.org) - Dinah Van 
Der Hyde, ODOT RPTD 
 
Dinah shared this brief presentation as a teaser for a discussion slated for the next regularly 
scheduled PTAC meeting in November. ODOT had a wonderful forum for planning and 
regional employees last month that included this research project and report showing some 
remarkable results.  
 
Hal noted that in the available materials there are two related documents, including a general 
one-page transportation findings handout. He urges people to come to the November PTAC 
presentation. The researcher will offer a snapshot – the survey is so comprehensive, they can’t 
detail it all out in one day, but they can calibrate it down to identify what the public will pay for 
in services. They shared that there is much more cohesion statewide around values and 
beliefs than you would likely guess. We think of an East/West divide and a Rural/Urban divide, 
but Oregon has statewide alignment around certain key pieces. 
 
 
Item F: Opportunity for Public Comment – Chair Julie Brown 
Julie thanked all attendees and invited people to share concerns and ideas of what PTAC 
should address.  
 
No public comment was made.   
 
Meeting Adjourned: 9:54 p.m. 


