Performance Measure Categories for Consideration in the
Oregon Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan

The purpose of this discussion is to introduce the conversation on Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan
performance measures. At the plan level, performance measures will need to focus on ways to gauge
Plan success or to help inform decision making in order to achieve the Plan vision. As such, the selected
performance measures will need to be high-level, encompassing, and few in total number. With those
conditions in mind, the categories listed below represent some key areas thought to inform progress or
decision making. Not listed are categories measuring outcomes such as health, equity, or economic
vitality. While these are essential goals of the Plan, focusing on excelling within the categories below will
benefit the outcomes mentioned.

Please review the five categories below and provide feedback at the May 11" PAC meeting. The
Technical Advisory Committee will meet on May 26™ to discuss possible Plan performance measures
within each category and provide feedback to which would be most helpful to measure Plan success.

Pedestrian and Bicyclist Safety - The safety of pedestrians and bicyclists is among ODOT’s and local
agencies’ highest priorities. In 2013, pedestrians and bicyclists accounted for less than 2 percent of
people involved in all crashes, but 17.5 percent of people killed.* The proposed performance
measures would track pedestrian and bicyclist safety outcomes, which will allow agencies to
monitor progress towards creation of a safer system.

Utilization - Utilization performance measures seek to quantify the extent to which Oregon
residents’ use bicycling and walking for transportation. Higher utilization of walking and bicycling
would signal an increase in people choosing to walk or bike to meet daily needs. Additionally,
utilization provides context for monitoring other performance measures such as safety outcomes.

System Performance - To support people of all ages, incomes, and abilities to bike and walk, streets
must be designed and operated to meet the needs of a broad range of users. For instance, the ‘8 to
80’ concept suggests that a successful city is good for an 8 year old or an 80 year old. By extension, it
is thought that streets that serve these two ends of the spectrum are good for everyone and
contribute to the creation of better cities and regions. System performance is concerned with
measuring how well the transportation network serves the needs of pedestrians and bicyclists.
Performance measures within this category reflect that the network must serve a variety of users
with differing needs and abilities in varying contexts.

Facility Implementation - Construction and enhancement of facilities is necessary to provide biking
and walking options and to increase overall use. While facilities are important in a variety of
contexts, they are especially useful to provide and enhance access to transit stops. Facilities that
link walking and bicycling to transit expand the effective reach of transit services and afford users
greater options for accessing transportation options. The recommended performance measures will
provide a way of tracking progress toward the provision of a seamless public transit and bicycle and
pedestrian transportation system.

* 2013 Oregon Motor Vehicle Traffic Crashes. Quick Facts.
http://www.oregon.qov/ODOT/TD/TDATA/car/docs/2013 QuickFacts.pdf




State and Local Recognition - The Bicycle Friendly Community, Bicycle Friendly State, and Walk
Friendly Community programs provide a third-party assessment of progress made toward improving
conditions for bicyclists and pedestrians. Each of these programs relies on an extensive
guestionnaire that accounts for a range of factors relating to bicycling or walking, such as education
and encouragement programs, enforcement activities, evaluation, engineering, and planning. As
performance measures, these rankings can help Oregon understand its performance from a national
perspective and to gauge the degree to which cities and towns are accommodating pedestrians and
bicyclists in their infrastructure, policies, and programs.



