


Figure II-1

Major Freight Corridors
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Oregon’s major roadway corridors for moving freight generally correspond to federal
(designated as interstate or US) or state (designated as OR) highways. Considerable freight
moves on local roads such as those leading to and from major freight generation areas and
intermodal facilities.

I-5 and I-84 are the most important north-south and east-west highways for moving freight.
These are the only two highways where traffic volumes include more than 3,000 trucks daily
(Figure II-2). The greatest freight traffic 1s in Portland where truck volumes average 7,000-
15,000 daily on I-5, about the same number daily on I-205 and 1-405, and 5,000-8,000 daily
on I-84. About 10,000 trucks daily cross the Interstate (I-5) Bridge, and over 7,000 daily
cross the Glenn Jackson (I-205) Bridge. Elsewhere on I-5, average daily truck volumes range
from 10,000-15,000 in the Salem and Fugene areas and 5,000-6,000 in the Medford area.
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Figure II-2

Truck Volumes
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According to information collected for the Western Transportation Trade Network
(WTTN) study (see the reference for Wilbur Smith Associates in Appendix 1), I-5 is one of
the most heavily traveled truck-freight corridors in 17 western U.S. states. Seattle-to-
Portland truck tonnages, for example, rank first among major metropolitan origin-
destination pairs in the 17 states, while Eugene-to-Portland truck tonnages rank second
highest and Portland-to-Eugene tonnages rank fourth highest.

As noted in Chapter I, the federal government has developed a National Highway System
(NHS) intended to include the most significant highways for moving people and freight. In
Oregon, the National Highway System includes all interstate and neatly all other federally
designated (US) highways as well as a number of state designated (OR) highways, especially
between I-5 and the Oregon Coast and I-5 and U.S. 97 (Figure II-3). NHS highway mileage
accounts for about 49 percent of Oregon’s total highway mileage. The NHS also includes
about 50 miles of highways and local roads connecting major intermodal facilities to other
highways on the NHS (see Chapter III and Appendix 7 for more information on intermodal
connectors on the NHS).
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Figure I1-3

National Highway System in Oregon
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*Map does not show intermodal connectors on the NHS.
See Appendix 7 for the locations of these connectors.

To further highlight highways important for moving freight, the 1999 Oregon Highway Plan
designates a State Highway Freight System based on freight volume, connectivity, and
linkages to major intermodal facilities (Figure 11-4). The Highway Freight System includes
all of the state’s interstate highways and selected other highways important to moving
freight. Approximately 28 percent of the Oregon’s total highway mileage is included in the
Freight System. The Highway Plan suggests that less congestion is acceptable on State
Freight System highways than on other highways, and establishes congestion standards
accordingly (see Chapter III for more information on congestion standards for Freight
System Highways).
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