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Overview
The Oregon Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Program has $3.5 million over 2005-2009 for projects at elementary and middle schools, serving grades K-8.  The program administers Federal aid highway funds received from the 2005 SAFETEA-LU transportation bill for Safe Routes to School programs. $2.1 million in funds is available for award in 2007. The goal of the program is to increase the ability and opportunity for children to walk and bicycle to school. Funding is available for education, encouragement and traffic enforcement activities, and engineering projects within two miles of the school. The funds will be distributed by the ODOT Transportation Safety Division (TSD) as a reimbursement program, with the guidance of a Safe Routes to School citizen’s advisory group.
The Oregon SRTS Program has limited funds. It is the intent of the program to reach the maximum number of children in Oregon with sustainable, cost-effective projects that most efficiently increase the number of children safely walking and bicycling to school. Qualified schools, districts and agencies may submit independent proposals or “bundle” several projects within a school district or local jurisdiction into one combined application. An approved Action Plan must be received for every school K-8 that is affected by the proposed project. The Action Plan is an essential component that initiates evaluation and community involvement activities that prepare the school or community to seek SRTS project funds through the state program, or to implement SRTS projects and activities with other funding sources.
Eligible Projects 
Funds are available in 2007 for three categories.  Group 1 awards are for applicants that are just initiating a Safe Routes to School program, do not yet have an Action Plan, and desire assistance in developing the Plan.  Groups 2 and 3 are for applicants that have cooperatively assessed the barriers and hazards to children walking and biking to a qualifying school and have developed, or are in the process of developing, an Action Plan and are ready to apply for SRTS funds. An Action Plan that meets TSD requirements must be submitted for application of funds in Groups 2 and 3. The Oregon SRTS Action Plan Template and Instructions can be downloaded at www.oregon.gov/saferoutes , or by contacting the SRTS Program Manager at (503) 986-4196.  
GROUP 1: Assistance for Preparing an Action Plan – Application Period Open 
$30,000 is available in $1000 awards to cities, counties, schools and school districts for assistance in completing a Safe Routes to School Action Plan Template for a qualifying school (K-8). 
These are reimbursement funds for meeting and outreach expenses.  Personnel/staff expenses are not eligible expenses. The funds will be awarded as mini-grants to the first 30 applications that are received at the Transportation Safety Division office with a postmark date no later than March 30, 2007, and meet SRTS Program approval. If the applicant is not the school, the application must include a letter of endorsement from the school principal and indicate district level support. The application is available at www.oregon.gov/saferoutes . 
The project period to develop an Action Plan is April 2007 to June 30, 2008.  

GROUP 2: Education, Encouragement, and Enforcement – $520,000 for 2007

Education, encouragement, traffic enforcement and increased community involvement are very important and cost-effective methods to increasing bicycling and walking among children. Multi-year efforts are important. We have a target of funding 25 schools with an average of $20,000 per school for these activities. Special preference will be given to school districts or local government agencies that bundle their projects and activities into one combined application for efficiency and effectiveness.  No bundle of school district projects may receive more than $100,000 during this 2007 allocation funding cycle.  APPLICATION PERIOD TO BE ANNOUNCED IN MARCH, with a deadline of June 30, 2007.
GROUP 3: Engineering - $1.5 million for 2007
Engineering (infrastructure) solutions improve the physical conditions for walking and biking. The SRTS Program will favor lower cost projects that increase safety and access. We anticipate awards to about 30 schools. The maximum award will be $250,000 per school or $500,000 total for joint (bundled) proposals. A very limited number of schools will receive awards over $75,000. Special preference will be given to schools, districts or local government agencies that bundle their projects and activities into one combined application for efficiency and effectiveness.  APPLICATION PERIOD TO BE ANNOUNCED IN MARCH, with a deadline of June 30, 2007. 

Project Considerations

The SRTS Program highly encourages engineering project applicants to also include education, encouragement and enforcement components. Applications that do not include these components must demonstrate how they are already being addressed in the school or within the school’s immediate community. 

However, Applications submitted for education, encouragement and enforcement activities do not have to include an engineering component. 

Training for the SRTS Program, Action Plan and eligible projects/activities will be provided statewide. Training schedule and locations to be announced. 

