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WHAT AN INCREDIBLE past few weeks for traffic safety education in Oregon!  On the first of October, we had a 
great meeting with several providers from all over the state.  We held it upstairs at the Transportation Safety 
Division office and the session ran from 9:00 am to 11:00 am.  Several issues were brought up and discussed; 
information was given, and ideas were generated.  In and of itself, it was a highlight!  But wait, there’s more! 
 
Afterwards we held our regular DEAC meeting from 11:00am to 3:00pm and there were just as many great things 
in that meeting as well!  Some of the highlights were: 
 

1. Our state was one of three in the nation to be awarded the Allstate/GHSA Grant for $25,000 to promote Peer (Teen) Traffic Safety.  
The DEAC/TSD idea centers around an all-state competition that includes every high school to see which media project would be 
“scooped up” by TSD and turned into a real live television or radio ad promoting traffic safety by teens for teens!  Watch for the 
information to come out mid to late November for the contest; which starts January 1st and runs until March 15th. 

2. On October 20, 2010 the DEAC sponsored a provider roundtable in the greater Portland area to solicit thoughts, ideas, and concerns 
about what starting a tri-county mandatory driver education effort would entail.  19 people representing 12 Agencies and Schools were 
in attendance. Thanks to Robert Tower, the DEAC chairman, it was a great event! 

3. We welcomed Lorry Schippers, the Lead Trainer from DMV, who presented information on how the examiners out in the field offices 
“do their thing.”  It was extremely informative and we had a really exciting “discussion” on how we do things within the teaching side 
compared to how the examiners are testing out in the field. 

 
But don’t take my word for this!  The DEAC meetings are open to the public and you are invited to visit any time.  Our next meeting is January 
10th from 8:30am to noon, at the ODOT-TSD office at 235 Union Street NE in Salem. 
 
The next day, Saturday, the 2nd of October, the ODTSEA Conference was held and boy did they outdo themselves this year!  The conference 
location was at Chemeketa Community College this year (trying something other than Portland) and it was a great day.  From the opening 
comments and business meeting, to the keynote speaker who really gave us some good stuff regarding managing stress, to the multitude of 
concurrent breakouts (so many choices) there was something for everyone.  Great job, Sue Lenzi (outgoing president) and crew!! 
 
This past week (October 11-14) TSD held the Oregon Transportation Safety Conference at the convention center in Salem.  The ACTS Oregon 
folks coordinated the conference and it was one of the finest “large format” conferences I have attended in years.  The opening keynote speaker  
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Driver Education Program Update continued 
 
was Gordon Graham and he spoke on risk management and customer service.  He was so good; we have asked him to come for the Pacific 
Northwest Traffic Safety Conference in March 2011.  We will be sure to let you know if we are able to have him come and address driver 
educators with this very timely and apropos topic. 
 
These are exciting times for driver education!  Be sure to read each newsletter for information on changing issues and new program features!  
 

Driver Education Reimbursement Tips 
So, here’s an article on reimbursement.  This may not be for every instructor, but we think you should know some 
of the important things that make our program special. 
 
Today I called a provider.  When I went to sign the reimbursement, I noticed that they were only receiving $188.70 
for every student that completed the approved course.  When I asked if his program could use another $3,200.00 
his voice literally raised a tone.  With extra vehicle expenses facing them and the ongoing pressure to reduce 
parent costs to keep programs full, who couldn’t use a few extra bucks?  What’s the catch? 
 
When you figure out all of the things that you do to run your driver education program; subtract all the money you 

take in from parents and other sources to run that program, you’re going to have a remaining balance (expense).  That’s where we come in.  
The program I mentioned above had an expense of $188.70 per student.  Since ODOT-TSD will reimburse up to $210.00 per student, they were 
actually not availing themselves of $3,200.00 of potential reimbursement that we are more than happy to provide. 
 
The easiest way to “use” that difference is to reduce parent cost.  If you only charge $150.00 for each student and we end up reimbursing you 
$188.70, then you could have lowered the cost to the parent by $21.00 ($129.00) which, in turn, makes your program look a little more attractive 
in these economic times, and just might even net you additional students!  ODOT-TSD would just increase your student expense to $209.70 so 
you’re not out anything different; the parent is happy at the reduction, and we feel like we’re really helping you do the best thing for our young 
drivers! 
 
Let’s say, however, that, while the reduced parent fee is attractive to you (and them), your school is at a place where there are serious 
deficiencies in your program equipment or instructor salaries.  Wait a year or so to reduce parent cost and take care of business.  Replace 
instructional materials or classroom equipment (computers and projectors).  Upgrade from the 1938 DeSoto you are using for behind-the-wheel; 
and bring the “per student” portion of that course’s reimbursement up to the full $210.00.  It’s that simple.  If you don’t understand some of the 
options, arrange for a mentor from Western Oregon University or you can contact the Driver Education program directly at ODOT-Transportation 
Safety Division.  There is even a list of acceptable expenses for reimbursement on our website under the reimbursement section. 
 
Remember, our business is to make you successful at your business, so that our young Oregon teens get the best driving education and 
preparation for years of risk-free driving possible!  
 

National Driver Education Assessment 
During the week of December 5, 2010, the Oregon Driver Education Program will 
be hosting a six-member panel who will conduct a novice teen driver education 
and training standards assessment. There are currently many programs in the 
Highway Safety System that receive assessments.  From DUII to Motorcycle 
programs, there is a specific assessment procedure for all.  That is, except for 
Driver Education. 
 

NHTSA, along with the “Stakeholder” group (the group of representatives of the major agencies involved in driver education from which the 
National Standards project springs) and other agencies recognize the timely and appropriate need for each state to assess their Driver Education 
programs in light of the National DE Standards.  
 
A series of meetings were held to establish a general consensus of what should take place, using assessments from some of the other disciplines, to 
craft a “draft copy” of the driver education national assessment. 
 
The first national assessment took place in Maryland in August 2010.  It consisted of a six-member team whose   purpose was to compare information 
sent to them in a  “pre-packet” along with a few days of interviews once on-site, in an effort to get a realistic “take” on the state of driver education in that 
state. 
 
NHTSA sponsored the event.  The six-member team included one person for each of the five (5) main program areas of the national standards and a 
sixth person to act as recorder and logistician. The event was highly successful and a second assessment was planned for Oregon to take place in 
December 2010.  
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Allstate/Governor’s Highway Safety Administration (GHSA) awards Oregon 
with a 25,000.00 grant to promote Teen “Peer to Peer” traffic safety effort 
 
Oregon was one of three states that were awarded a grant to promote teen traffic safety.  This 
award comes because of a cutting edge proposal by the Driver Education Advisory Committee 
and Transportation Safety Division to hold a two-phase teen driver project that starts with a 
media campaign and ends in a statewide teen rally. 
 
First, every high school in the state will receive promotional materials for phase one concept: a 
teen driven, media submission, promoting traffic safety.  The submissions may be for any 
venue; radio, television, internet or print ad.  The winning submission will be produced by 
ODOT into a full-feature media traffic safety message in 2011.  The winner will be announced 
in March of 2011. 
 
Second, all of the teens who submit entries in this contest will be invited to apply for a new state-wide Teen Traffic Safety Commission “For 
Teens By Teens” which will host a statewide rally, scheduled for May 2011. 
 
“Parents can say something 10 times to their kids,” says William Warner, ODOT-TSD Driver Education Program manager, “but until one of their 
friends says the same thing, it doesn’t count!”  This project addresses that concept directly with high expectations for improving traffic safety with 
teens. 
 
The Teen Traffic Safety effort is for Teens who are 15 to 18 years of age.  Materials and application forms will be in schools around the last 
week in November. 
 
How you can help?  Start asking around in your high schools in December to see if they have posted the information that the DEAC will be 
sending out in mid-November.  Talk it up and then be available when students in your area start to connect and talk about Traffic Safety.  You 
can help make a difference for Oregon Teens!  

 
Blind-Spot Check Alert        

 
We don’t know where this is coming from, but DMV examiners recently told us that one of 
the most frequent mistakes driver education students make is failing to turn their heads to 
check their blind spot. Further, DE graduates have told the examiners that blind spot checks 
are unnecessary! This is not isolated to one area; examiners report that they see this all 
over the state.  
 
Best Practice:  No matter how your mirrors are adjusted, lane changes (or any lateral 
movement) require an over-the-shoulder check. Assure that your instructors are making 
this very clear to their students!  (It might start with you making this very clear to your 
instructors).  

 
 
 
 

C a l e n d a r  o f  U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  a n d  O p p o r t u n i t i e s   
  

Improving Parent Involvement & Decreasing  
Distractions On-Line Course  November 1-14, 2010 
 
National Driver Education Assessment  December 5-10, 2010 
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Driver Education Vehicle Serious Crash Form 
This new form was created to be kept in every driver education vehicle for use in the case of a crash resulting in serious injuries or fatalities.  In 
the event of such an emergency, you are asked to call the ODOT-TSD Program Manager as soon as possible to report the incident at            
503 986-4413 during regular office hours or at 541 404-3592 after hours or on weekends.  After you have reported the crash, please fill out the 
crash card completely (side 1 and side 2) and submit the card to the ODOT-TSD office within three days of the incident. 

*Please note that this card does not take the place of the DMV Crash Report which you are required to submit to DMV.  Please also share a 
copy of that report with us.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On-Line Continuing Education Courses Available Through Chemeketa CC 
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Help us 
spread the 
word… 

 
 

     Do you know an instructor who does not use email? Please share a copy of this newsletter! And, share              
      conference notices when you receive them! 

 
        Do you have a question you would like to have answered?  We will begin a new Q & A column in the next  
           newsletter and are looking for questions from our colleagues.     
 
        Submit your questions or suggestions for things you would like to see in future issues of this    
             newsletter via e-mail to william.a.warner@odot.state.or.us or shari.c.davis@odot.state.or.us. 
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