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TITLES

(Generally)

803.010 Proof of ownership. A certificate
of title is prima facie evidence of the ownership
of a vehicle or of an interest therein. In all
actions, suits or criminal proceedings, when
the title to or right of possession of any vehicle
is involved, proof of the ownership or right to
possession shall be made by means of:

(1) The original certificate of title issued by
the Department of Transportation;

(2) A salvage title certificate issued by the
department; or

(3) The department records as provided
under ORS 802.240. [1983 ¢.338 §174; 1991
¢.873 §29]

803.012 Rules for title forms and fees.
(1) The Department of Transportation may
adopt rules authorizing different forms of title
and specifying the uses of the different forms.
The rules may include, but need not be limited
to, rules authorizing and describing uses of
electronic titles and certificates of title.

(2) Rules adopted under this section may
require or allow different forms of title for dif-
ferent purposes or for different persons.

(3) Rules adopted under this section may
include fee structures that vary for different
forms of title but in no case may the depart-
ment charge more than the fees established for
similar title transactions under ORS 803.090.
[1993 ¢.233 §6]

803.015 Certificate contents. The
Department of Transportation shall design a
certificate of title for vehicles for situations in
which the department determines that certifi-
cates will be issued. A certificate of title issued
by the department shall conform to all of the
following:

(1) The certificate shall be numbered in a
manner prescribed by the department.

(2) The certificate shall contain a description
of the vehicle.

(3) The certificate shall contain evidence
of identification of the vehicle the department
deems proper.

(4) The certificate shall contain the name of
the owner of the vehicle.

(5) The certificate shall identify any security
interest holders in the order of their priority.
This subsection does not apply to the security
interests where the debtor who granted the
security interest is in the business of selling
vehicles and the vehicle constitutes inventory
held for sale or lease.

(6) The certificate shall identify any lessor
of the vehicle.

(7) The certificate shall be authenticated
by a seal of the State of Oregon printed on the
certificate.

(8) The certificate shall have space to fill in
information required by the department upon
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the transfer of a vehicle under ORS 803.094
and space for the odometer disclosure required
on transfer of an interest under ORS 803.102.

(9) If the vehicle is an assembled vehicle,
the certificate shall:

(a) Show the make of the vehicle as
“assembled.”

(b) Show the year the building of the vehicle
is completed as the year model of the vehicle.

(10) The certificate shall show the mileage of
the vehicle as reported to the department at the
time the most recent title transfer was reported
to the department, or the mileage reported to
the department at the time the vehicle was ini-
tially titled in Oregon, whichever occurred last.
The information required by this subsection
shall be shown as reported to the department
on odometer disclosure reports required by law
to be submitted to the department.

(11) The certificate shall contain any brand
or notation specified by the department by rule.

(12) The certificate shall contain any other
information required by the department.

(13) The certificate shall be produced by
a secure process that meets or exceeds the
requirements of federal law. [1983 ¢.338 §175;
1985 ¢.16 §58; 1985 c.251 §14; 1985 ¢.253 §1;
1985 ¢.402 §6; 1987 ¢.127 §1; 1989 ¢.148 §8;
1991 ¢.820 §9; 1991 ¢.873 §7; 1993 ¢.233 §14;
2001 ¢.293 §1; 2001 c¢.445 §183; 2003 ¢.330 §1]

803.016 Titles in form other than cer-
tificate. If title to a vehicle is not to be issued
in the form of a certificate, the record of title
kept by the Department of Transportation
shall include all information required by ORS
803.015. Nothing in this section requires that
title issued in a form other than a certificate:

(1) Be numbered as required by ORS
803.015 (1);

(2) Be authenticated as required by ORS
803.015 (7);

(3) Have the space required by ORS 803.015
(8); or

(4) Be produced by a secure process as
required by ORS 803.015 (13). [1993 ¢.233
§16; 2001 ¢.293 §2; 2003 ¢.330 §3]

803.020 [1985 ¢.251 §14a; repealed by 1991
¢.873 §53]

803.025 Violating title requirements;
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense
of violating vehicle title requirements if the
person owns or operates any vehicle in this
state for which this state has not issued title.

(2) Exemptions from this section are estab-
lished by ORS 803.030. The exemptions are
subject to ORS 803.040.

(3) The offense described in this section,
violating vehicle title requirements, is a Class
D traffic violation. [1983 ¢.338 §176; 1985 c.16
§59; 1985 ¢.333 §4; 1993 ¢.233 §17; 1995 ¢.383

35]
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803.030 Exemptions from title require-
ment. This section establishes exemptions
from the requirements under ORS 803.025
to obtain title issued by this state. The
exemptions are subject to ORS 803.040. The
exemptions are in addition to any exemptions
under ORS 801.026. Vehicles exempted by this
section from the requirements to be titled by
this state are not prohibited from being titled
by this state if titling is permitted under ORS
803.035. The exemptions are partial or com-
plete as provided in the following:

(1) Title from this state is not required for
a vehicle unless the vehicle is operated on a
highway in this state.

(2) Title from this state is not required
unless a vehicle is operated under a registra-
tion number of this state.

(3) Snowmobiles and Class I, Class IIT and
Class IV all-terrain vehicles are not subject
to the requirements under ORS 803.025. The
requirements and procedures for titling snow-
mobiles are as provided under ORS 821.060
and 821.070.

(4) Road rollers, farm tractors and traction
engines are exempt from the requirements for
title.

(5) Trolleys are exempt from the require-
ments for title.

(6) Bicycles are exempt from the require-
ments for title.

(7) United States Government owned and
operated motor vehicles and trailers are
exempt from the requirements for title.

(8) Implements of husbandry, well drilling
machinery, emergency fire apparatus provid-
ing public fire protection and wheelchairs are
exempt from the requirements for title.

(9) Except as provided in subsection (23)
of this section, fixed load vehicles are exempt
from the requirements for title while operated
within the immediate construction project, as
described in the governmental agency contract,
in the construction or reconstruction of state
or county roads, highways or city streets.

(10) Motor vehicles designed to operate at a
loaded weight over 8,000 pounds, trailers and
equipment are exempt from requirements for
title while:

(a) Owned, leased, contracted or requisi-
tioned by the State Forester, State Board of
Forestry, their contractors under ORS chapter
477, or the federal government; and

(b) Being used for the purposes of forest
protection and fire suppression under ORS
chapter 477 or a similar federal statute, includ-
ing movement of the vehicles to and from the
work area.

(11) Farm trailers are exempt from require-
ments for title when the operation or movement
of the vehicle upon the highways is incidental
to its use in an agricultural operation.
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(12) Golf carts operated under an ordinance
adopted under ORS 810.070 are exempt from
requirements for title.

(13) Golf carts or similar vehicles are exempt
from requirements for title when:

(a) They have not less than three wheels in
contact with the ground;

(b) They have an unloaded weight of less
than 1,300 pounds;

(c) They are designed to be and are operated
at not more than 15 miles per hour; and

(d) They are operated by persons with
disabilities.

(14) The nonresident owners of vehicles
currently registered and titled in any other
country, state or territory may operate such
vehicles over the highways of this state without
complying with the titling requirements under
ORS 803.025. All of the following apply to this
subsection:

(a) This subsection only provides an exemp-
tion so long as the owner satisfactorily shows
that the owner is not a resident of this state or
has been a resident of this state for less than
30 days. For the purpose of this paragraph, a
person is a resident of this state if the person
meets the residency requirements described
in ORS 803.200.

(b) The exemption under this subsection
applies to vehicles granted exemptions under
ORS 802.500, 802.520 or 826.005, unless oth-
erwise provided under paragraph (c) of this
subsection.

(c) Except as otherwise provided in this
paragraph, a vehicle operated over the high-
ways of this state for compensation or profit
must comply with the titling requirements
under ORS 803.025 in the same manner as
required of nontitled vehicles. The following
vehicles are not subject to this paragraph:

(A) Vehicles operated under reciprocal reg-
istration exemptions established under ORS
802.500 or 826.005.

(B) Vehicles operated under an exemption
established under ORS 802.520.

(C) Vehicles that are proportionally regis-
tered under an agreement established under
ORS 826.007, and according to the procedures
established under ORS 826.009 or 826.011.

(D) Any vehicle if duly registered and titled
under the laws of the state or country of which
the owner is a bona fide resident to the extent
that in the foreign country, state, territory or
federal district where the owner resides like
exemptions and privileges are granted vehicles
duly registered and titled under the laws of this
state and owned by residents of this state.

(d) If no exemptions from titling require-
ments are in effect under ORS 802.500,
802.520, 826.005 or 826.007 with respect to
another jurisdiction, any vehicle properly reg-
istered and titled in such other jurisdiction and
for which evidence of compliance is supplied
shall receive, when operated in this state,
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the same exemptions, benefits and privileges
granted by such other jurisdictions to vehi-
cles properly registered and titled in this state.
Reciprocity extended under this paragraph
shall apply to commercial vehicles only when
engaged exclusively in interstate commerce.

(e) Any vehicle operated under dealer regis-
tration plates issued by another state, country,
province, territory or the District of Columbia
is subject to this subsection.

(15) Vehicle dealers issued certificates under
ORS 822.020 may use and operate untitled
vehicles as provided under ORS 822.040.

(16) Towing businesses issued certificates
under ORS 822.205 may tow untitled vehicles
as provided under ORS 822.210.

(17) Vehicle transporters issued certificates
under ORS 822.310 may transport untitled
vehicles as provided in ORS 822.310.

(18) Untitled vehicles may be operated under
trip permits described under ORS 803.600 or
under permits described under ORS 803.610
to 803.625.

(19) Vehicles that are registered by the
United States Department of State and that
are owned or operated by foreign nationals
with diplomatic immunity are exempt from
the requirements for title.

(20)(a) Vehicles that are registered under
the proportional registration provisions of
ORS chapter 826 and are titled in a jurisdic-
tion other than Oregon are exempt from the
requirements for title.

(b) A trailer that is registered under the
proportional registration provisions of ORS
chapter 826 and titled in a jurisdiction other
than Oregon shall remain exempt from the
requirements for title in Oregon if the trailer is
registered when the other jurisdiction removes
its exception to proportional registration
requirements for the trailer.

(21) Converter dollies and tow dollies are
exempt from the requirements for title.

(22) Electric personal assistive mobility
devices are exempt from the requirements for
title.

(23) Road machinery that is operated at the
direction of a road authority is exempt from the
requirements for title. The exemption under
this subsection also applies when the operation
of road machinery upon a highway or an alley
is incidental to its use in a highway mainte-
nance operation.

(24) Special mobile equipment is exempt
from the requirements for title. [1983 ¢.338
§177; 1985 ¢.16 §60; 1985 ¢.333 §5; 1985 ¢.401
§1; 1985 ¢.459 §3; 1985 ¢.668 §6; 1987 ¢.25 §1;
1989 ¢.43 §17; 1989 ¢.991 §24; 1991 ¢.284 §13;
1991 c.459 §438f; 1991 ¢.477 §1; 1993 ¢.233
§18; 1995 ¢.774 §10; 1999 ¢.361 §1; 1999 ¢.977
§18; 2001 ¢.827 §1; 2003 ¢.341 §3; 2003 ¢.655
§99; 2007 ¢.70 §324; 2007 ¢.845 §1; 2009 ¢.91
§3; 2011 ¢.360 §13; 2012 c.12 §22]
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803.035 Optional titling; rules. (1) The
Department of Transportation, by rule, may
provide for optional titling of vehicles that are
not subject to the vehicle titling requirements
under ORS 803.025 or that are exempt from
vehicle titling requirements by ORS 803.030.
The rules adopted for purposes of this subsec-
tion may provide for the titling of categories of
vehicles, types of vehicles or otherwise. Upon
request of an owner, the department may issue
title for a vehicle that meets the requirements
of rules adopted under this section.

(2) A vehicle that is issued title under this
section is subject to the same provisions, con-
ditions, fees and other requirements for titling
as are other vehicles under the vehicle code and
is subject to ORS 803.040. [1985 ¢.333 §2; 1993
¢.233 §19]

803.040 Effect of title. (1) If this state
has issued title for a vehicle, the vehicle shall
remain titled by this state and subject to all
of the provisions of the vehicle code relating
to vehicles titled by this state until one of the
following occurs:

(a) The vehicle becomes legally titled under
the laws of another jurisdiction.

(b) The owner of the vehicle establishes that
the vehicle is no longer subject to the vehicle
titling requirements under the vehicle code
by a method recognized or established by the
Department of Transportation.

(c) A salvage title is issued for the vehicle.

(2) Subsection (1) of this section applies to
a vehicle issued title by this state even if one
of the following applies to the vehicle:

(a) At some time after issuance of the title
by this state, the vehicle becomes eligible for
an exemption from titling requirements under
ORS 803.030 or for any other reason.

(b) The issuance of the title was permissive
under ORS 803.035.

(c) The vehicle is not required to comply with
vehicle titling provisions of the vehicle code for
any reason. [1985 ¢.333 §3; 1991 ¢.873 §30;
1993 ¢.233 §20]

803.045 Issuance of title; rules. (1) The
Department of Transportation shall issue title
for a vehicle if the applicant and the vehicle
meet the following qualifications:

(a) The applicant must satisfy the depart-
ment that the applicant is the owner of the
vehicle and is otherwise entitled to have title
issued in the applicant’s name.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in ORS
803.050 (2), the applicant must submit a com-
pleted and signed application for title described
in ORS 803.050.

(c) The applicant must pay the fee for issu-
ance of a certificate of title under ORS 803.090
or the fee for issuance of title in another form,
as established by the department by rule in
accordance with ORS 803.012.

(d) If the vehicle is a reconstructed vehicle
or an assembled vehicle, the applicant must
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provide the following information in addition
to any other information required under this
section:

(A) The certificate of title last issued for the
frame of the vehicle, a salvage title certificate
issued for the vehicle or other evidence of own-
ership satisfactory to the department.

(B) Bills of sale for major components used
to build the vehicle.

(e) If the vehicle is covered by an Oregon
title or salvage title certificate, the applicant
shall surrender the Oregon title or salvage title
certificate, submit an application as provided
under ORS 803.065 or submit other evidence
of ownership satisfactory to the department.

(f) Unless the department adopts rules to
the contrary, if the vehicle is from another
jurisdiction, the applicant shall surrender to
the department with the application the certif-
icate of title issued by the other jurisdiction, if
such jurisdiction requires certificates of title. If
such jurisdiction does not require certificates
of title, then the applicant shall surrender the
registration cards.

(g) If required by the department, the
applicant must submit proof of ownership as
described under ORS 803.205.

(h) Other than a racing activity vehicle as
defined in ORS 801.404, if the department has
reason to believe a vehicle was not certified
by the original manufacturer as conforming
to federal vehicle standards, the department
may require the applicant to provide proof sat-
isfactory to the department that the vehicle
conforms to federal vehicle standards.

(1) Unless the vehicle is exempted from
odometer disclosure requirements, the appli-
cant shall submit an appropriate odometer
disclosure form. The department shall deter-
mine what constitutes an appropriate form in
any particular situation. The department may
make exceptions by rule to the requirement for
submission of an odometer disclosure form.

(2)(a) The department may not issue title
for a vehicle:

(A) Required by ORS 803.210 to be inspected
unless the vehicle has been inspected as
described in ORS 803.212 and the inspection
fee paid under ORS 803.215.

(B) If the current vehicle title, certificate or
ownership document is a junk title, junk certif-
icate or similar ownership document issued by
another jurisdiction, or has a junk or similar
brand or notation.

(b) The department may adopt any rules it
considers necessary for the administration of
this subsection. [1983 ¢.338 §178; 1985 ¢.16
§61; 1985 ¢.402 §7; 1985 ¢.410 §1; 1987 c.146
§5; 1989 ¢.148 §9; 1991 ¢.873 §8; 1993 ¢.233
§21; 2001 ¢.675 §7; 2003 c.24 §1; 2003 c.655
§100; 2007 ¢.693 §4]

803.050 Application; contents. (1) An
application for title required under ORS
803.045 shall be in a form specified by the
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Department of Transportation and shall con-
tain all the following:

(a) A full description of the vehicle, includ-
ing, but not necessarily limited to, the vehicle
identification number.

(b) The name of the owner of the vehicle or
other person whose name is to be shown on the
title.

(c) The identity of any security interests in
order of priority.

(d) The identity of the interest of any lessor.

(e) A disclosure of whether the vehi-
cle is a replica or is specially constructed,
reconstructed or assembled. If the title and
registration records of the department already
indicate that a vehicle is a replica or is spe-
cially constructed, reconstructed or assembled,
disclosure under this subsection is not required
unless the vehicle has been changed since title
for the vehicle was last transferred.

(f) If the title application shows a leasehold
interest, the lessor shall designate whether the
lessor or the lessee is to be shown on the title
as the owner of the vehicle.

(g) Any other information required by the
department.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this
section, the department may accept an applica-
tion that does not contain everything required
by this section if the department is satisfied
as to the ownership of the vehicle. [1983 ¢.338
§180; 1985 ¢.16 §62; 1985 ¢.251 §15; 1985 ¢.300
§1; 1985 ¢.402 §8a; 1987 ¢.750 §3a; 1989 ¢.148
§10; 1991 c.551 §2; 1991 ¢.873 §9; 1993 ¢.233
§22]

803.055 Delivery of evidence of title;
rules. (1) When a certificate of title is issued by
this state, the Department of Transportation
shall deliver the certificate as follows unless
otherwise provided by law:

(a) To the security interest holder with the
highest priority.

(b) If there are no security interest holders,
to the lessor.

(c) If there are no security interest holders
or lessors, to the owner of the vehicle.

(2) When a salvage title certificate is issued
by this state, the department shall deliver the
certificate to the owner of the vehicle.

(3) The department may determine by rule
whether, when, how and to whom titles issued
in a form other than a certificate shall be deliv-
ered. [1983 ¢.338 §181; 1985 ¢.16 §63; 1991
¢.873 §31; 1993 ¢.233 §23]

803.060 Renewal. A title does not require a
renewal and is valid until one of the following
occurs:

(1) The vehicle is destroyed, dismantled or
substantially altered.

(2) Any interest reflected on the title

changes. [1983 ¢.338 §182; 1985 ¢.316 §1; 1993
¢.233 §24]
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803.065 Duplicate or replacement cer-
tificate; fee; application; rules. (1) The
Department of Transportation may issue a
duplicate or replacement certificate of title
when all of the following occur:

(a) The department is satisfied as to the loss,
mutilation or destruction of a certificate of title
or salvage title certificate.

(b) The fee for issuance of a duplicate or
replacement certificate of title or for a salvage
title certificate established under ORS 803.090
is paid.

(2) The department may accept an appli-
cation for a duplicate or replacement title
certificate at the time of any transfer of a vehi-
cle under ORS 803.092. The following apply to
this subsection:

(a) The department shall only accept the
application if, at the time of transfer, the title
certificate is lost, mutilated or destroyed.

(b) When the department accepts an appli-
cation, the department may accept proof of
transfer other than the certificate of title or
may accept a certificate of title that has not
been completed along with other proof of trans-
fer for purposes of transferring a vehicle under
ORS 803.092. The department may accept any
proof of transfer under this paragraph that
establishes to the satisfaction of the depart-
ment that the vehicle has been transferred
including, but not limited to, statements of
release of interest, bills of sale, assignments
of interest or other similar proof.

(c) If an application is made under this sub-
section, the fee for duplicate or replacement
title certificate under ORS 803.090 shall be
paid in addition to the transfer fee under ORS
803.090.

(d) The department may include the form
for application under this subsection as part of
the form for transfer of a vehicle or may make
the forms separate, as the department finds
convenient.

(e) The department is not required by this
subsection to issue a duplicate or replacement
title before transfer, but may withhold issuance
of title until new title is issued upon completion
of transfer.

(f) The department may adopt rules to estab-
lish procedures and requirements for effecting
a transfer under ORS 803.092 when applica-
tion is made under this subsection at the same
time. [1983 ¢.338 §183; 1985 ¢.174 §1; 1985
¢.300 §2; 1989 ¢.148 §11; 1991 ¢.873 §10]

(Offenses)

803.070 False statement in application
or assignment; penalty. (1) A person com-
mits the offense of false statement on title or
transfer of vehicle if the person knowingly
makes any false statement of a material fact
in an application for title to a vehicle, in an
application for salvage title for a vehicle or in
any assignment of title to a vehicle.
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(2) The offense described in this section,
false statement on title or transfer of vehicle,
is a Class A misdemeanor. [1983 ¢.338 §184;
1985 ¢.393 §1; 1991 ¢.873 §32; 1993 ¢.233 §25;
1993 ¢.751 §21]

803.075 False swearing prohibited; pen-
alty. (1) A person commits the offense of false
swearing relating to titling of vehicles if the
person knowingly makes any false affidavit
or knowingly swears or affirms falsely to any
matter or thing relating to the titling of vehi-
cles under the vehicle code. For purposes of
this section, “titling of vehicles” includes, but is
not necessarily limited to, matters and things
related to salvage titles for vehicles issued by
the Department of Transportation.

(2) Penalties relating to submitting a false
odometer reading relating to the titling of
a vehicle shall be as provided under ORS
815.430.

(3) The offense described in this section,
false swearing relating to titling of vehicles,
is a Class A misdemeanor. [1983 ¢.338 §185;
1985 ¢.251 §16; 1985 ¢.393 §2; 1991 ¢.873 §33;
1993 ¢.233 §26; 1993 ¢.751 §22]

803.080 Unlawfully publishing certif-
icate of title forms prohibited; penalty.
(1) A person commits the offense of unlawfully
publishing certificate of title forms if the person
produces in any way, or causes to be produced,
without the authority of the Department of
Transportation, facsimiles of the blank forms
upon which the department issues certificates
of title or salvage title certificates.

(2) The offense described in this section,
unlawfully publishing certificate of title forms,
is a Class C felony. [1983 ¢.338 §186; 1991 ¢.873
§34]

803.085 Selling untitled vehicle pro-
hibited; penalty. (1) A person commits the
offense of selling an untitled vehicle if the
person sells a vehicle without complying with
the requirements under ORS 803.025 and
803.045 to obtain a title for the vehicle or the
requirements of ORS 819.016 to obtain a sal-
vage title for the vehicle, as appropriate.

(2) The offense described in this section,
selling an untitled vehicle, is a Class A misde-
meanor. [1983 ¢.338 §187; 1985 ¢.393 §3; 1991
¢.873 §35; 1993 ¢.233 §27]

(Fees)

803.090 Fees for transfer and certificate
issuance. The following fees are the fees for
the transaction described:

(1) The transfer fee under ORS 803.092:
(a) For a salvage title, $27.

(b) For trailers eligible for permanent reg-
istration under ORS 803.415 (1) and motor
vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating
over 26,000 pounds, excluding motor homes,
$90.

(c) For vehicles other than vehicles for which
the title fee is described in paragraph (b) of this
subsection, $77.
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(2) The fee for issuance of a certificate of
title under ORS 803.045:

(a) For trailers eligible for permanent reg-
istration under ORS 803.415 (1) and motor
vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating
over 26,000 pounds, excluding motor homes,
$90.

(b) For vehicles other than vehicles for which
the title fee is described in paragraph (a) of this
subsection, $77.

(8) The fee for issuance of a salvage title
certificate under ORS 803.140, $27.

(4) The fee for issuance of a duplicate or
replacement certificate of title under ORS
803.065:

(a) For a duplicate or replacement salvage
title certificate, $27.

(b) For trailers eligible for permanent reg-
istration under ORS 803.415 (1) and motor
vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating
over 26,000 pounds, excluding motor homes,
$90.

(c) For vehicles other than vehicles for which
the title fee is described in paragraph (b) of this
subsection, $77.

(5) The fee under subsection (4) of this sec-
tion may not be paid at the same time as a
transfer fee under this section if application
is made at the same time as application for
transfer.

(6) The fee for issuance of a new certificate
of title under ORS 803.220 indicating a change
of name or address:

(a) For a new salvage title certificate, $27.

(b) For trailers eligible for permanent reg-
istration under ORS 803.415 (1) and motor
vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating
over 26,000 pounds, excluding motor homes,
$90.

(c) For vehicles other than vehicles for which
the title fee is described in paragraph (b) of this
subsection, $77.

(7) The fee for late presentation of certificate
of title under ORS 803.105, $25 from the 31st
day after the transfer through the 60th day
after the transfer and $50 thereafter.

(8) The fees for title transactions involving
a form of title other than a certificate shall be
the amounts established by the Department
of Transportation by rule under ORS 803.012.
[1983 ¢.338 §188; 1985 c.16 §64; 1985 ¢.174
§2; 1985 ¢.300 §3; 1985 ¢.315 §1; 1987 ¢.790
§1; 1989 ¢.148 §12; 1991 ¢.873 §11; 1993 ¢.233
§28; 2001 ¢.669 §7; 2001 ¢.675 §8; 2003 ¢.161
gl; 2003 ¢.618 §1; 2003 ¢.655 §101; 2009 ¢.865

49]

(Transfer of Title or Interest)

803.092 Application for title upon
transfer of interest; when and by whom
required; exceptions. (1) Except as oth-
erwise provided in this section, upon the
transfer of any interest in a vehicle covered
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by an Oregon title the transferee shall submit
an application for title to the Department of
Transportation. Such application shall be sub-
mitted to the department within 30 days of the
date of transfer of interest.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this
section, application is not required under this
section when:

(a) The change involves only a change in the
security interest where the security interest
holder or lessor is a financial institution, a
financial holding company or a bank holding
company, as those terms are defined in ORS
706.008, a licensee under ORS chapter 725, or
any subsidiary or affiliate of any of the fore-
going and the transfer of the interest of the
security interest holder or lessor:

(A) Results from the merger, conversion,
reorganization, consolidation or acquisition
of the security interest holder or lessor;

(B) Is to an entity that is a member of the
same affiliated group as the security holder or
lessor; or

(C) Is made in connection with a transfer in
bulk.

(b) The vehicle is transferred to a vehicle
dealer and the vehicle will become part of
the dealer’s inventory for resale. Upon the
transfer of a vehicle to a dealer, however, the
dealer shall immediately notify the depart-
ment of such transfer. This exemption from the
requirement to apply for title does not apply
if the department determines that applica-
tion for title is necessary in order to comply
with odometer disclosure requirements. If the
department determines that application for
title is not required, it may require filing of
documents under ORS 803.126.

(¢c) The vehicle is to be titled in another
jurisdiction.

(d) The vehicle has been totaled, wrecked,
dismantled, disassembled, substantially
altered or destroyed, in which case the pro-
visions of ORS 819.010, 819.012, 819.014 or
822.135 relating to notice and surrender of
title documents shall be complied with.

(e) The transfer involves the creation or ter-
mination of a leasehold interest in a vehicle
that is proportionally registered under ORS
826.009 or 826.011, if the department is fur-
nished with satisfactory proof of the lease.

(3) Except as provided in subsection (2) of
this section, the transferee shall:

(a) Submit an application that meets
requirements for title under ORS 803.045
and 803.050 and any applicable rules of the
department.

(b) Submit the title transfer fees as required
under ORS 803.090.

(¢c) Comply with the provisions of ORS
803.065 and any applicable rules of the
department under that statute and submit the
duplicate or replacement title fee as provided
under ORS 803.090, if the transfer includes an
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application for duplicate or replacement title
and transfer of title.

(d) Submit an odometer disclosure contain-
ing information required by the department for
the kind of transaction involved.

(e) Submit any late presentation of certifi-
cate of title fee as provided under ORS 803.090
if such fee is required under ORS 803.105.

(4) For purposes of this section:

(a) “Affiliated group” has the meaning given
to the term in section 1504 (a) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (26 U.S.C.
1504(a)).

(b) A “transfer in bulk” is:

(A) The sale or assignment of, the grant of
a security interest in, or any other transfer
of either a group of loans secured by vehicles,
leases of vehicles or both or a participation or
other interest in the group of loans;

(B) The creation of asset-backed securities
or other securing of assets involving the loans
or leases; or

(C) Any similar transaction involving the
loans or leases. [1989 ¢.148 §3; 1989 c.452 §7;
1991 ¢.67 §212; 1991 ¢.820 §14; 1991 ¢.873 §12;
1993 ¢.233 §29; 1993 ¢.427 §1; 1997 ¢.631 §554;
2001 ¢.377 §53; 2001 ¢.675 §9; 2003 ¢.655 §102]

803.094 Release or assignment of
title interest; rules; when and by whom
required; exceptions. (1) Except as other-
wise provided in this section, upon the transfer
of any interest shown on an Oregon title any
person whose interest is released, terminated,
assigned or transferred, shall release or assign
that interest in a manner specified by the
Department of Transportation by rule. Rules
adopted for purposes of this subsection shall
be designed, as much as possible, to protect
the interests of all parties to the transfer.
If required under ORS 803.102, the person
shall also complete an odometer disclosure
statement.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this
section:

(a) In the case of a transfer by operation of
law of any interest shown on an Oregon title,
the personal representative, receiver, trustee,
sheriff or other representative or successor
in interest of the person whose interest is
transferred shall release or assign interest
and if required by the department by rule,
as provided under ORS 803.102, complete
an odometer disclosure statement and shall
provide the certificate, if any, and disclosure
statement if required to the transferee. The
representative or successor shall also provide
the transferee with information satisfactory to
the department concerning all facts entitling
such representative or successor to transfer
title. If there is no person to assign interest,
the person to whom interest is awarded or oth-
erwise transferred shall be responsible for the
requirements of this paragraph.

(b) In the case of a transfer at death of the
interest of the owner, lessor or security interest
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holder if the estate is not being probated and
title is not being transferred under the provi-
sions of ORS 114.545, interest may be assigned
through the use of an affidavit. The affidavit
shall be on a form prescribed by the depart-
ment and signed by all of the known heirs of
the person whose interest is being transferred
stating the name of the person to whom the
ownership interest has been passed. If any heir
has not arrived at the age of majority or is
otherwise incapacitated, the parent or guard-
ian of the heir shall sign the affidavit. In the
case of a transfer under this paragraph, one
of the heirs or any other person designated
by the department by rule shall complete any
odometer disclosure statement required under
ORS 803.102.

(c) In the case of a transfer at death of the
interest of the owner, lessor or security inter-
est holder where transfer occurs under the
provisions of ORS 114.545, the “affiant” as
defined in ORS 114.505 is the person required
to assign interest. The department may desig-
nate by rule the affiant or any other person to
complete any odometer disclosure statement
required under ORS 803.102.

(d) Upon the termination of a lease, in lieu
of the lessee releasing interest, the lessor may
provide information satisfactory to the depart-
ment that the lease has been terminated. The
lessor shall provide an odometer disclosure
statement if required under ORS 803.102.
If the lessor does not take possession of the
vehicle upon termination of the lease, the infor-
mation in the odometer disclosure given by the
lessor may be taken from an odometer disclo-
sure given by the lessee to the lessor under
ORS 803.102 unless the lessor has reason to
believe that the disclosure by the lessee does
not reflect the actual mileage of the vehicle.

(e) A security interest holder or lessor,
without the consent of the owner, may assign
interest of the holder or lessor in a vehicle to
a person other than the owner without affect-
ing the interest of the owner or the validity
or priority of the interest. A person not given
notice of such assignment is protected in deal-
ing with the security interest holder or lessor
as the holder of the interest until the assignee
files in accordance with ORS chapter 79. This
paragraph does not exempt such assignments
from title transfer requirements.

(3) Nothing in this section requires the
release or assignment of title upon the cre-
ation or termination of a leasehold interest
for a vehicle that is proportionally registered
under ORS 826.009 or 826.011 if the depart-
ment is furnished with satisfactory proof of
the lease for such vehicle.

(4) The department by rule may allow odom-
eter disclosure statements to be on a form other
than the certificate of title.

(5) Persons subject to the provisions of this
section shall provide to the transferee a title
certificate, if one has been issued and is in
their possession, the release or assignment of
interest, and any required odometer disclosure
statement. If an odometer disclosure statement
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is required, the transferee shall provide a
signed disclosure to the transferor in a form
determined by the department by rule. [1989
c.148 §2; 1991 ¢.67 §213; 1991 ¢.873 §13; 1993
¢.233 §30; 2001 ¢.675 §10; 2003 ¢.655 §103]

803.095 [1983 ¢.338 §189; 1985 c.16 §65;
1985 ¢.251 §17; 1985 ¢.300 §4; 1985 ¢.400 §2;
1985 ¢.485 §5; 1987 ¢.750 §4; 1989 c.43 §18;
repealed by 1989 ¢.148 §20]

803.097 Perfection of security interest
in vehicle; rules. (1) Except as provided in
subsection (5) of this section, the exclusive
means for perfecting a security interest in
a vehicle is by application for notation of the
security interest on the title in accordance with
this section. The application may accompany
the application for a title or may be made sep-
arately at any time prior to issuance of title
and must be accompanied by evidence of
ownership as defined by the Department of
Transportation by rule unless the department
is in possession of evidence of ownership when
it receives the application. If title to the vehicle
has been issued in a form other than a certifi-
cate, and the title reflects a security interest,
the application for perfection shall include
authorization from the previous security inter-
est holder for the new security interest to be
recorded on the title. Authorization under this
subsection is not required if:

(a) A release of interest is submitted by the
prior security interest holder or the depart-
ment is otherwise satisfied that the prior holder
no longer holds an interest or is otherwise not
entitled to title to the vehicle;

(b) The security interest is being added to
the title in conjunction with the cancellation
of previous title or other action the depart-
ment takes to correct ownership information
reflected on a title; or

(c) Title is being transferred by operation of
law.

(2) When the department processes an appli-
cation for a security interest the department
shall mark on the application or otherwise indi-
cate on the record the date the application was
first received by the department. The depart-
ment shall determine by rule what constitutes
receipt of an application for purposes of this
subsection.

(3) If the department has the evidence
required by subsection (1) of this section and
if the application contains the name of each
owner of the vehicle, the name and address
of the secured party and the vehicle identifi-
cation number of the collateral, the security
interest is perfected as of the date marked on
the application or indicated in the record by the
department. If the application does not contain
the information required by this subsection, or
if the department does not have the required
evidence, the department shall indicate on
the application or on the record that the date
placed on the application or the record pursu-
ant to subsection (2) of this section is not the
date of perfection of the security interest.
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(4) The security interest remains effective
until released or terminated by the secured
party.

(5) A security interest in a vehicle may not
be perfected as described under this section
but is subject to the perfection provisions under
ORS chapter 79 if:

(a) The debtor who granted the security
interest is in the business of selling vehicles
and the vehicle constitutes inventory held for
sale or lease; or

(b) The vehicle is exempt from titling
requirements under ORS 803.030. [1987 ¢.750
§2; 1989 ¢.148 §13; 1993 ¢.233 §31; 2001 c.445
§184; 2001 ¢.675 §11a; 2003 ¢.655 §104; 2012
.12 §23]

803.098 Certain transactions that do
not create security interest. Notwithstand-
ing any other provision of law, in the case of
motor vehicles or trailers, a transaction does
not create a sale or security interest merely
because it provides that the rental price is
permitted or required to be adjusted under
the agreement either upward or downward by
reference to the amount realized upon sale or
other disposition of the motor vehicle or trailer.
[1993 c.646 §25]

803.100 Application of Uniform Com-
mercial Code. (1) Except as provided in
subsection (2) of this section, the rights and
remedies of all persons in vehicles subject
to security interests established under ORS
803.097 are determined by the provisions of
the Uniform Commercial Code.

(2)(a) If perfection of a security interest in a
vehicle occurs on or before 30 days after attach-
ment of the security interest, the secured party
takes priority over the rights of a transferee in
bulk or a lien creditor that arise between the
time the secured party’s interest attaches and
the time of perfection of the security interest.

(b) This subsection applies to any security
interest in a vehicle that is not a purchase
money security interest. [1983 ¢.338 §190;
1985 ¢.16 §66; 1989 ¢.148 §14; 1999 ¢.818 §3;
2001 ¢.675 §12; 2003 ¢.655 §105; 2005 c.261
§1]

803.102 Odometer disclosure statement
upon transfer of interest; when required;
rules. (1) As used in this section:

(a) “Transferee” means any person to whom
ownership of a motor vehicle is transferred by
purchase, gift or any other means other than
by creation of a security interest and any
person who, as an agent, signs an odometer
disclosure statement for the transferee.

(b) “Transferor” means any person who
transfers ownership of a motor vehicle by sale,
gift or any means other than by creation of a
security interest and any person who, as an
agent, signs an odometer disclosure statement
for the transferor.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in this sec-
tion, upon transfer of any interest in a motor
vehicle, an odometer disclosure statement shall
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be made by the transferor to the transferee.
The disclosure shall be in a form that complies
with the provisions of ORS 803.120 and shall
contain the information required under ORS
803.122.

(3) If a transfer requiring a disclosure state-
ment involves a leased vehicle, the lessor shall
notify the lessee that the lessee is required
to provide odometer disclosure. The lessee
shall furnish the lessor with a form that com-
plies with the requirements of ORS 803.120
and shall provide the information required
by ORS 803.122 except that for purposes of
the required information, the lessee shall be
considered the transferor, the lessor shall be
considered the transferee and the date shall
be the date of the disclosure statement.

(4) Where an interest in a vehicle is trans-
ferred by operation of law, the Department
of Transportation shall determine by rule
whether an odometer disclosure statement is
required and if so, who is required to provide
it.

(5) The odometer disclosure requirements
of this section do not apply upon transfer of an
interest where the transfer is due solely to the
creation, release or assignment of a security
interest, or upon transfer of an interest in any
of the following:

(a) A vehicle with a gross vehicle weight
rating of more than 16,000 pounds.

(b) A vehicle that is not self-propelled.
(c) A vehicle that is at least 10 years old.

(d) A vehicle that is sold directly by the man-
ufacturer to any agency of the United States
in conformity with contractual specifications.

(e) A vehicle that is exempted from the
requirement by rules of the department.

(6) A person may provide an odometer
reading to the department, in the manner
prescribed by the department by rule, for a
vehicle that is 10 years old or older. [1989 c.148
§4; 1991 ¢.67 §214; 1991 ¢.873 §1; 2013 ¢.659

1]

803.103 Vehicle identification number
check. (1) With every vehicle title transfer,
the Department of Transportation shall check
the vehicle identification number or numbers
on the vehicle title or other primary ownership
records against those listed as stolen by the
Law Enforcement Data System. If the check
indicates the vehicle is stolen, the department:

(a) Shall immediately notify the Oregon
State Police or, if the department determines
it would be appropriate to do so, notify another
law enforcement agency; and

(b) Shall not issue title within 30 days of
giving the notice required by paragraph (a)
of this subsection unless the department is
notified before the end of the 30 days that the
vehicle is not stolen. After the passage of the
30-day period, the department may issue the
title.
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(2) The department may issue title to a
vehicle that is listed as stolen without giving
the notice required by of subsection (1)(a) of
this section if the department is satisfied that
the applicant for title is the person from whom
the vehicle was stolen or is the insurer of that
person.

(3) The department may check with the
National Crime Information Center and the
Law Enforcement Data System for information
about vehicles in situations other than those
specified in ORS 803.212 and subsections (1)
and (2) of this section if the department deter-
mines that it is appropriate to do so. [1991
¢.576 §§3,4; 1993 ¢.233 §32]

803.105 Failure to deliver documents
on transfer; late fee; penalty. (1) Except as
provided in ORS 803. 092 a person commits
the offense of failure to deliver vehicle docu-
ments on transfer of a vehicle for which the
Department of Transportation has issued a
certificate of title if the person does not comply
with any of the following:

(a) Upon transfer of title or any interest in a
vehicle, the transferee shall present the certif-
icate of title to the department within 30 days
after the transfer. This paragraph does not
apply to a vehicle dealer. If the transfer arises
from the sale of a vehicle, a transferee who
presents the certificate more than 30 days after
the transfer shall pay the fee for late presen-
tation of certificate of title established in ORS
803.090. However, the fee for late presentation
does not apply if the transferee proves to the
satisfaction of the department that:

(A) The transferee made a good faith effort
to obtain title; or

(B) Failure to comply was for a reason
beyond the control of the transferee.

(b) Upon transfer of title or any interest in
a vehicle to a vehicle dealer, the vehicle dealer
shall immediately notify the department that
the vehicle has been transferred to the dealer.

(c) Upon creation of a leasehold interest in a
vehicle, the lessor or holder shall present the
certificate of title to the department within
30 days of the transfer. This paragraph does
not apply to the creation of leasehold interests
in vehicles that are proportionally registered
under ORS 826.009 or 826.011.

(d) Upon termination of a leasehold interest,
the lessor shall cause the certificate of title to
be delivered to the department within 30 days
of the termination. This paragraph does not
apply to the termination of leasehold interests
in commercial vehicles that are proportionally
registered under ORS 826.009 or 826.011.

(e) Upon creation of a leasehold interest in
vehicles that are proportionally registered
under ORS 826.009 or 826.011, the lessee shall
furnish the department with satisfactory proof
of the lease.

(f) Upon the creation of a security interest
in a vehicle where the owner or lessor is in
possession of a certificate of title, the owner
or lessor, if there is a lease, shall deliver the
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certificate to the person in whom the security
interest was created. This paragraph does not
apply upon the creation of a security interest
where the debtor who granted the security
interest is in the business of selling vehicles
and the vehicle constitutes inventory held for
sale.

(2) Upon the creation of a security interest in
a vehicle where a prior security interest holder
is in possession of the certificate of title, the
owner or lessor, if there is a lease, shall either
provide for the delivery of the certificate of title
to the person in whom the security was created
or arrange for direct delivery by the prior secu-
rity interest holder to the department. This
paragraph does not apply upon the creation
of a security interest where the debtor who
granted the security interest is in the business
of selling vehicles and the vehicle constitutes
inventory held for sale.

(h) Notwithstanding paragraph (a) of this
subsection, upon creation of a security interest
in a vehicle, a person in whom a security inter-
est was created and who receives a certificate
of title showing the interest from the person
granting the security interest shall present the
certificate of title to the department within 30
days after receiving the certificate of title.

(1) Within 15 calendar days of satisfaction
of a security interest in a vehicle, the security
interest holder affected:

(A) If in possession of the certificate of
title, shall deliver the certificate of title and
the release contained thereon to the security
interest holder next named, if any, otherwise
to the lessor or, if none, to the owner.

(B) If not in possession of the certificate of
title, shall deliver a release to the person enti-
tled thereto.

(3) Upon receipt of a release of a security
interest in a vehicle by a person who is not in
possession of the certificate of title, the person
shall promptly deliver the release to the holder
of the certificate of title. This paragraph does
not apply to release of a security interest in
vehicles where the debtor who granted the
security interest is in the business of selling
vehicles and the vehicle constitutes inventory
held for sale.

(k) Notwithstanding paragraph (a) of this
subsection, upon satisfaction of a security
interest in a vehicle, the holder of the cer-
tificate of title and the release shall present
both to the department within 30 days after
the date of the release. This paragraph does
not apply upon release of a security interest
in vehicles where the debtor who granted the
security interest is in the business of selling
vehicles and the vehicle constitutes inventory
held for sale.

(2) The offense described in this section,
failure to deliver vehicle documents on trans-
fer of interest in a vehicle, is a Class D traffic
violation. [1983 ¢.338 §191; 1985 ¢.16 §67; 1985
¢.315 §2; 1985 ¢.485 §4; 1987 ¢.750 §5; 1989
c.43 §19; 1989 ¢.148 §15; 1989 c.452 §5; 1991
c.284 §14; 1993 ¢.18 §167; 1993 ¢.233 §33]
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803.106 Failure to deliver information
on transfer of Oregon-titled vehicle for
which there is no title certificate; penalty.
(1) A person commits the offense of failure to
deliver information on transfer of a vehicle for
which the Department of Transportation has
issued title in a form other than a certificate if
the person does not comply with rules adopted
by the department concerning the information
to be delivered.

(2) Nothing in this section authorizes the
department to adopt rules requiring compli-
ance with this section by persons who would
be exempt from compliance with ORS 803.105
even if they had been issued certificates of title
by the department.

(3) The offense described in this section,
failure to deliver information on transfer of
a vehicle, is a Class D traffic violation. [1993
¢.233 §35]

803.108 Effect of tax lien on transfer
of vehicle. If the ownership of a motor vehi-
cle subject to the lien provided for by ORS
319.700 is transferred, whether by operation
of law or otherwise, the Department of Trans-
portation shall not issue, to the transferee or
person otherwise entitled thereto, a registra-
tion card or title with respect to such motor
vehicle until the department has determined
that the lien has been removed. Implements
of husbandry are not subject to this section by
virtue of exemption under ORS 319.520 from
the lien provided for by ORS 319.700. [For-
merly 803.115]

803.110 [1985 c.485 §3; repealed by 1989
c.148 §20]

(Transferor Notice)

803.112 Notice of transfer of interest
in vehicle; rules; exemptions. (1) Except as
otherwise provided in this section, the trans-
feror of an interest in a vehicle covered by an
Oregon title shall notify the Department of
Transportation of the transfer within 10 days
of the date of transfer. The notice shall be in
a form determined by the department by rule.

(2) For purposes of giving notice under this
section, if the transfer occurs by operation
of law, the personal representative, receiver,
trustee, sheriff or other representative or
successor in interest of the person whose
interest is transferred shall be considered the
transferor.

(3) The requirements of this section do not
apply upon creation, termination or change in
a security interest or a leasehold interest or
upon award of ownership of a motor vehicle
made by court order.

(4) A vehicle dealer is exempt from the notice
requirement of this section if the dealer:

(a) Transfers the vehicle to another dealer;
or

(b) Submits an application for title to the
vehicle on behalf of the buyer of the vehicle.

(2015 Edition)



VEHICLE TITLE AND REGISTRATION

803.120

(5) Notification provided under this section
is for informational purposes only and does
not constitute an assignment or release of any
interest in the vehicle. [1995 ¢.516 §2; 2003
¢.121 §1]

803.113 Department action upon
receipt of notice under ORS 803.112;
rules. (1) Except as otherwise provided by rule
of the Department of Transportation under
subsection (3) of this section, upon receipt of
a notification of transfer described in ORS
803.112, the department shall make a notation
on its records indicating that it has received
notification that an interest in the vehicle
has been transferred. The notation shall be
made whether or not the form submitted to
the department contains all the informa-
tion required by the department under ORS
803.112, so long as there is sufficient informa-
tion to identify the vehicle. Thereafter, until
a new title is 1ssued, when the department is
asked to provide the name of the owner of a
vehicle as shown on its records, the depart-
ment shall provide the name of the transferor
and indicate that department records show a
notification of transfer but do not show a title
transfer. The department shall also provide
the name of the transferee if it is shown on the
form submitted by the transferor under ORS
803.112.

(2) Whenever the Oregon Vehicle Code or
other statute requires notice to the owner of a
motor vehicle, the person required to provide
notice shall provide the notice to the current
owner as shown on the records of the depart-
ment and to any transferee shown as a result
of notification to the department under ORS
803.112.

(3) The department may adopt rules for
the implementation of ORS 803.112 and this
section. Rules shall be designed to allow the
department to implement ORS 803.112 and
this section in a way that is efficient and conve-
nient for the public and the department. Rules
under this section may include, but need not be
limited to, rules authorizing the department to
remove information recorded under this sec-
tion, specifying circumstances under which
information submitted need not be recorded
and specifying circumstances under which the
department provides a receipt of notification
that an interest in a vehicle has been trans-
ferred. [1995 ¢.516 §3; 2003 ¢.121 §2; 2009
¢.579 §2]

803.114 Knowingly submitting false
notice of transfer; penalty. (1) A person
commits the offense of knowingly submitting
false notice of transfer if the person submits
a notice of transfer of an interest in a vehicle
as described in ORS 803.112 to the Depart-
ment of Transportation and the person knows
that the interest in the vehicle has not been
transferred.

(2) The offense described in this section,
knowingly submitting false notice of transfer,
is a Class C misdemeanor. [1995 ¢.516 §4]

803.115 [1983 ¢.338 §192; 1989 ¢.992 §30;
1993 ¢.233 §36; renumbered 803.108 in 1997]
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803.116 Knowingly submitting false
information about transfer of interest
in vehicle; penalty. (1) A person commits
the offense of knowingly submitting false infor-
mation about transfer of a vehicle if the person
submits a notice of transfer of an interest in
a vehicle as described in ORS 803.112 to the
Department of Transportation and the person
knows that some or all of the information con-
tained in the notice is false.

(2) The offense described in this section,
knowingly submitting false information about
transfer of a vehicle, is a Class C misdemeanor.
[1995 ¢.516 §5]

803.117 Effect of notice of transfer on
civil and criminal liability. A transferor
who has delivered possession of a vehicle to
a transferee may not, by reason of any of the
provisions of the Oregon Vehicle Code, be sub-
ject to civil liability or criminal liability for the
parking, abandoning or operation of the vehicle
by another person when the transferor has:

(1) Notified the Department of Transporta-
tion of the transfer; and

(2) Assigned the title to the transferee. [1995
¢.516 §6; 1997 ¢.249 §275; 2003 ¢.121 §3; 2009
¢.579 §1]

(Odometer Disclosure)

803.120 Odometer disclosure; contents
of form. (1) When an odometer disclosure is
required by statute or by the Department of
Transportation, or when an odometer read-
ing is provided under ORS 803.102 (6), the
disclosure or reading shall be provided in a
form required by the department by rule. The
department may require different forms for
different situations and may require differ-
ent information to be disclosed for different
purposes.

(2) Any form authorized by the department
for use as an odometer disclosure upon transfer
of an interest in a vehicle shall refer to the
federal law requiring disclosure of odometer
information and shall state that failure to com-
plete the disclosure form, or providing false
information on the form, may result in a fine
or imprisonment.

(3) Any form authorized by the department
for use as an odometer disclosure upon transfer
of an interest in a vehicle shall provide a way
for the transferor to indicate, to the best of the
transferor’s knowledge, which of the following
is true:

(a) That the odometer reading reflects the
actual mileage of the vehicle;

(b) That the odometer reading reflects an
amount of mileage in excess of the designed
mechanical odometer limit; or

(c) That the odometer reading does not
reflect actual mileage and should not be relied
on.

(4) An odometer disclosure required upon
transfer of an interest in a vehicle shall be
made on the vehicle title unless the department
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provides otherwise by rule. [1991 ¢.873 §3;
2013 ¢.659 §3]

803.122 Information required; rules.
(1) When an odometer disclosure is required
at time of transfer of a vehicle, the transferee
and the transferor shall both sign the odom-
eter disclosure form and the transferor shall
provide as much of the following as is required
by the Department of Transportation by rule:

(a) The odometer reading at the time of
transfer, excluding tenths of miles.

(b) The date of transfer.

(c) The transferor’s name, which shall be
printed, and current address.

(d) The transferee’s name, which shall be
printed, and current address.

(e) The identity of the vehicle, including its
make, model, year and body type and the vehi-
cle identification number.

(f) Any other information that the depart-
ment determines by rule would further
the purposes of the odometer disclosure
requirements.

(2) In addition to providing the informa-
tion required by subsection (1) of this section,
the transferor shall indicate, in a manner
determined by the department, which of the
statements described in ORS 803.120 (3) is
accurate. [1991 ¢.873 §4]

803.124 Rules for issuance of forms;
agreements for provision of forms; fee.
(1) The Department of Transportation may
adopt rules providing for issuance of any forms
it considers necessary or convenient for assign-
ing or conveying interests in vehicles and any
forms it considers necessary or convenient
for providing required odometer disclosures.
The authority granted by this section includes,
but is not necessarily limited to, authority to
enter into agreements authorizing others to
provide the forms authorized by this section
to the public.

(2) The department may establish fees for
providing forms authorized by this section.
Fees shall be designed to recover the cost of
producing and providing the forms. An agree-
ment entered into by the department for the
purpose of providing forms authorized by this
section to the public may provide for a fee to
be charged by the person providing the forms.
[1991 ¢.873 §6]

803.126 Odometer disclosure without
title application; fee. (1) The Department of
Transportation by rule may allow the filing of
documents related to odometer disclosure with-
out an accompanying application for issuance
or transfer of title. The department may deter-
mine situations in which such documents may
be filed and what documents are acceptable.

(2) A person filing an odometer disclosure
statement under this section shall pay a fee of
$4. [1991 ¢.873 §6a]
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(Transitional Ownership Records)

803.130 Purpose of record. The purpose
of a transitional ownership record is to enable
security interests to be perfected in a timely
manner when the primary ownership record is
not available. [1989 ¢.927 §7; 1993 ¢.233 §41]

803.132 Circumstances under which
transitional ownership record acceptable
as ownership record. A transitional own-
ership record is acceptable as an ownership
record only if the primary ownership record is
not in the possession of the selling dealer, new
security interest holder or the agent of either
at the time the transitional ownership record
is submitted to the Department of Transpor-
tation. [1989 ¢.927 §8; 1993 ¢.233 §42; 1995
¢.309 §1; 1999 ¢.818 §1]

803.134 Fee. A person submitting a tran-
sitional ownership record to the Department
of Transportation shall pay a fee of $13 to the
department. The fee shall be paid at the time
of submission of the record unless the depart-
ment by rule establishes alternative payment
methods. [1989 ¢.927 §6; 1993 ¢.233 §43]

803.136 Mandatory rejection, return
or invalidation of record by department.
The Department of Transportation shall reject,
return or subsequently invalidate a transi-
tional ownership record if:

(1) More than 30 days have elapsed between
the date of sale or if no sale is involved, the
date the contract or security interest belng
perfected was signed and the date the tran-
sitional ownership record is received by the
department;

(2) The transitional ownership record does
not contain all of the information specified in
ORS 801.562;

(3) Tt is determined that persons named on
the transitional ownership record as having
a security interest did not have a security
interest on the date the transitional ownership
record was received;

(4) It is determined the person who submit-
ted the transitional ownership record made
false statements in completing the transitional
ownership record;

(5) The department does not receive the pri-
mary ownership record within 90 days from
the date of sale or if no sale is involved, from
the date the security agreement or contract
was signed;

(6) The security interest holder or person
submitting the transitional ownership record
elects to retain it, requests it be returned or
requests that the transitional ownership record
be withdrawn; or

(7) The information on or in the transi-
tional ownership record has been changed or
altered in a manner that is not acceptable to
the department. [1989 ¢.927 §9; 1993 ¢.233 §44;
1995 ¢.309 §2; 1999 ¢.818 §2; 2005 ¢.261 §2]

803.138 Discretionary rejection, return
or invalidation of record by department.
The Department of Transportation may reject,
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return or subsequently invalidate a transi-
tional ownership record if:

(1) It is determined that title is to be issued
to someone other than the person shown on the
transitional ownership record;

(2) Interests reflected on the primary own-
ership record or in information submitted in
conjunction with that record conflict with the
interests as reflected on the transitional own-
ership record; or

(3) The person submitting the transitional
ownership record has failed to submit the fee
required by ORS 803.134 or to comply with an
alternative payment method established by the
department under ORS 803.134. [1989 ¢.927
§10; 1993 ¢.233 §45]

(Salvage Titles)

803.140 Application; certificate; rules.
(1) When a person is required by the provi-
sions of ORS 819.016 to apply for a salvage
title for a vehicle, the application shall be in a
form acceptable to the Department of Trans-
portation and shall contain any information
required by the department by rule. Rules
adopted by the department may include, but
need not be limited to, provisions for accepting
an application under this section that does not
contain all the information otherwise required,
if the department is satisfied as to ownership
of the vehicle.

(2) The department may design a salvage
title certificate for vehicles and by rule may
prescribe the contents of the certificate. A
salvage title certificate shall be produced by
a secure process that meets or exceeds the
requirements of federal law.

(3) The department may issue a salvage title
certificate to a person who submits an applica-
tion that meets the requirements imposed by
the department under this section and submits
the fee required under ORS 803.090.

(4) The department may adopt any rules
it considers necessary for the administra-
tion of the salvage title process. The rules
may include, but need not be limited to, rules
specifying:

(a) Permissible uses of a salvage title
certificate.

(b) Requirements for replacement or surren-
der of a salvage title certificate or for issuance
of a new certificate.

(¢) Records that will be kept by the
department.

(d) Forms of salvage title other than certif-
icates. [1991 ¢.873 §28; 1993 ¢.233 §37]

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO BOTH
TITLE AND REGISTRATION
(Generally)

803.200 Residency; criteria; exception;
camper on vehicle. This section establishes
when the exemptions under ORS 803.030 and
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803.305 from titling and registration of vehi-
cles owned by nonresidents are applicable. The
applicability of the described exemptions for
nonresident owners of vehicles is subject to
all of the following:

(1) A person is a resident of this state for
purposes of titling and registering vehicles if
the person engages in any gainful employment
in this state or takes any action to indicate the
acquiring of residence in this state during the
period of sojourn in this state by doing any of
the following:

(a) Remaining in this state for a consecutive
period of six months or more regardless of the
domicile of the person.

(b) Placing children in a public school with-
out payment of nonresident tuition fees.

(¢c) Making a declaration to be a resident
of this state for the purpose of obtaining, at
resident rates, a state license or tuition fees
at an educational institution maintained by
public funds.

(d) Maintaining a main office, branch office
or warehouse facilities in this state and oper-
ating motor vehicles in this state.

(e) Operating motor vehicles in intrastate
transportation for compensation or profit for
other than seasonal agricultural work.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this
section, private passenger motor vehicle
owners who are bona fide residents of states
adjoining this state shall be permitted to oper-
ate their vehicles in this state for so long as
such motor vehicles remain currently regis-
tered and titled in an adjoining state.

(3) A camper on a motor vehicle described
in this section shall be subject to registration
or titling under the vehicle code at the same
time that such motor vehicle becomes subject
to registration and titling under this section.

(4) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this
section, a person who is gainfully employed in
this state shall not be considered a resident of
the state if the person has taken no other steps
to become a resident. This subsection applies,
but is not limited, to a student at an educa-
tional institution who is paying nonresident
tuition rates. [1983 ¢.338 §198; 1993 ¢.751 §87]

803.205 Proof of ownership or secu-
rity interest on transfer or application
for title or registration; affidavit. (1) The
Department of Transportation may require
proof under this section if the department
determines the proof is necessary to resolve
questions concerning vehicle ownership or
undisclosed security interests in the transfer
of any vehicle under ORS 803.092, in an appli-
cation for issuance of title under ORS 803.045
or in an application for registration of a vehicle
under ORS 803.350.

(2) Under this section, the department
may require any proof sufficient to satisfy the
department concerning the questions about
the ownership of the vehicle or security inter-
ests in the vehicle. The proof required by the
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department may include, but is not limited to,
completion of an affidavit that:

(a) Is in a form required by the department
by rule;

(b) Contains any information the depart-
ment requires by rule as necessary to establish
ownership of the vehicle or to determine any
security interests in the vehicle; and

(c) Is verified by the person making the
affidavit.

(3) The department is not liable to any
person for issuing title or registering a vehicle
based on proof provided under this section.

(4) Nothing in this section affects any power
of the department to refuse to issue or to revoke
title or registration. [1983 ¢.338 §199; 1989
¢.148 §16; 1993 ¢.233 §38; 2001 ¢.675 §13; 2003
¢.655 §106]

803.207 Expedited titling and reg-
istration; fee. (1) The Department of
Transportation by rule may establish proce-
dures for providing expedited services related
to the titling and registration of vehicles when
such services are needed because of problems
related to odometer disclosure requirements.
This authority is in addition to the depart-
ment’s authority to provide expedited services
for other reasons on an individual case basis.

(2) The department may charge a fee of not
more than $10 for providing expedited services
authorized by this section. [1991 ¢.873 §5]

803.210 Conditions precedent to issu-
ance of title for certain vehicles. (1) The
Department of Transportation shall not issue
title for a vehicle described in subsection (2)
of this section unless:

(a) An inspection of the vehicle identification
number or numbers of the vehicle is performed
in accordance with ORS 803.212; and

(b) The fee established under ORS 803.215
is paid to the department for the inspection.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (3) of
this section, the requirements of this section
apply to all of the following:

(a) A vehicle from another jurisdiction.
(b) Any assembled or reconstructed vehicle.

(c) Any vehicle if the certificate of title has
been or is required to be submitted to the
department, or a person is required to report to
the department, under ORS 819.010, 819.012,
819.014 or 819.030.

(d) Any vehicle if the department has
received notice that the vehicle has been or
will be wrecked, dismantled, disassembled or
substantially altered under ORS 819.010 or
822.135.

(e) Replicas.

(f) Other than a racing activity vehicle
as defined in ORS 801.404, any vehicle the
department has reason to believe was not

certified by the original manufacturer as con-
forming to federal vehicle standards.
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(3) The requirements of this section do not
apply to the following vehicles if the person
shown as the owner on an out-of-state title for
the vehicle applies for an Oregon title in that
person’s name:

(a) A rental truck, rental truck tractor or
rental trailer that is registered in Oregon
under an interstate agreement that provides
that a portion of the owner’s fleet is to be regis-
tered in each state in which the fleet operates.

(b) A trailer or semitrailer that has perma-
nent registration. [1983 ¢.338 §200; 1985 c.16
§71; 1985 ¢.402 §9; 1985 ¢.410 §2; 1987 c.146
§2; 1991 ¢.820 §15; 1993 ¢.174 §8; 1993 ¢.233
§39; 2003 ¢.655 §107; 2007 ¢.693 §5]

803.212 Inspection of vehicle identifi-
cation numbers; product identification
numbers. (1) The Department of Transpor-
tation, or persons or agencies authorized to do
so by the department, shall conduct a physical
inspection of the vehicle identification number
or numbers of each vehicle located in this state
and required by ORS 803.210 to be inspected.
The department may designate certified deal-
ers to perform the inspection and may enter
into agreements with the Oregon State Police
or other law enforcement agencies of this state
to perform inspections. The inspection shall
determine whether the vehicle identification
number or numbers match those on the records
of the department, on the title or primary own-
ership record or contained in other information
received by the department.

(2) If a vehicle that is required by ORS
803.210 to be inspected is located in another
jurisdiction, the department may designate a
person or agency in such jurisdiction to per-
form the physical inspection and may waive
the inspection fee.

(3) Except as provided in subsection (4) of
this section, the department shall check the
vehicle identification number or numbers of
all vehicles required by ORS 803.210 to be
inspected against those listed as stolen at
the National Crime Information Center. If
the check indicates the vehicle is stolen, the
department:

(a) Shall immediately notify the Oregon
State Police or, if the department determines
it would be appropriate to do so, notify another
law enforcement agency; and

(b) Shall not issue title within 30 days of
giving the notice required by paragraph (a)
of this subsection unless the department is
notified before the end of the 30 days that the
vehicle is not stolen. After the passage of the
30-day period, the department may issue the
title.

(4) The department may refer a vehicle to
the Oregon State Police or other appropriate
law enforcement agency for a vehicle identifi-
cation number or product identification number
inspection if:

(a) Inspection of the vehicle under this
section reveals that the vehicle identification
number or product identification number on
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the vehicle is different from the number pro-
vided to the department or appears to have
been tampered with, altered or defaced; or

(b) The vehicle is a reconstructed or assem-
bled vehicle or has been reported destroyed or
totaled under ORS 819.012, 819.014 or 819.030
or is any other salvaged vehicle from another
jurisdiction. This subsection does not apply
to a vehicle that has been reported totaled to
the department because of theft and has sub-
sequently been recovered.

(5) If the department refers a vehicle to a
law enforcement agency under subsection (4)
of this section, the law enforcement agency
shall inspect the vehicle. If the law enforce-
ment agency determines that there is reason
to believe that the identification number of
the vehicle has been tampered with, altered
or forged or that the vehicle is stolen, the law
enforcement agency may seize the vehicle
and may hold the vehicle until completing an
investigation to establish the origin and own-
ership of the vehicle. The department shall
reimburse the Department of State Police,
and may reimburse any other law enforcement
agency, for any inspections conducted under
this subsection in an amount agreed upon by
the department and the Department of State
Police or other law enforcement agency. [1987
¢.146 §4; 1991 ¢.576 §1; 1991 ¢.820 §16; 1993
¢.233 §40a; 1993 ¢.751 §23; 2007 ¢.693 §6]

803.215 Fee for inspection. A fee of $7
shall be charged for an inspection of a vehicle
required by ORS 803.210. [1983 ¢.338 §201;
1985 ¢.736 §1; 1987 ¢.146 §6; 1987 ¢.790 §2;
2003 ¢.618 §47]

803.217 Transfer of title and registra-
tion for vehicles abandoned by tenant;
rules. The Department of Transportation
shall adopt rules to provide for the transfer-
ence of a certificate of title and registration for
titled vehicles and recreational vehicles that
are abandoned by a tenant as defined in ORS
90.100. [1997 ¢.577 §43; 2003 ¢.655 §108]

803.219 Limitation on car rental fees.
(1) As used in this section:

(a) “Car rental company” means a person
whose primary business is renting motor vehi-
cles to consumers under rental agreements for
periods of 90 days or less.

(b) “Motor vehicle” has the meaning given
that term in ORS 801.360.

(2) A car rental company may not impose in
arental agreement a surcharge for the purpose
of covering the costs of titling and registering
a rental motor vehicle that is greater than
the amount reasonably calculated to cover
the costs incurred by the car rental company
to title and register the rental motor vehicle.
[2009 ¢.865 §29]

Note: 803.219 was enacted into law by
the Legislative Assembly but was not added
to or made a part of ORS chapter 803 or any
series therein by legislative action. See Pref-
ace to Oregon Revised Statutes for further
explanation.
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(Offenses)

803.220 Notification to department of
name or address change; rules; require-
ments; procedure; exception; penalty. (1)
A person commits the offense of unlawful fail-
ure to notify the Department of Transportation
of a name or address change if the person:

(a) Has any interest in a vehicle registered
or titled by this state that is shown on the title;

(b) Changes names, by marriage or other-
wise, from that shown on the title or changes
the person’s address from that shown on the
registration; and

(c) Does not comply with the requirements
under this section.

(2) To comply with the requirements of this
section, a person must do all the following:

(a) The person must notify the department
of the change. Notice of a change of name
or address must be given to the department
within 30 days of the change, in a manner
authorized by the department by rule.

(b) If the person changes names, by mar-
riage or otherwise, from that shown on the
title and a certificate of title is being held by
a security interest holder, the person must
notify the security interest holder within 30
days after the change who, in turn, must notify
the department in a timely manner.

(c) Any time the name is changed from that
on the title, any certificate of title that has been
issued must be submitted to the department
with the notice and the appropriate fee under
ORS 803.090.

(3) A person may obtain a new certificate
of title reflecting a change of name or address
by making application therefor and paying the
appropriate fee under ORS 803.090.

(4) If title has been issued in a form other
than a certificate, a person requesting a change
in name shall provide authorization from the
primary security interest holder, if any, to
have the title changed. If the authorization is
not received, the department shall continue to
reflect the previous name on the title. Nothing
in this subsection precludes the department
from including the new name in records main-
tained in conjunction with title whether or not
authorization is received.

(5) Upon receipt of notice of a change and
any authorization required under this section,
the department shall note the change in its
records. Upon receipt of the notice and the fee
required under O