


OREGON GOVERNMENT ETHICS COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES

April 25, 2008
(Tape 1A, 0.1)

Chair Judy Stiegler called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m.  The meeting was held in the 2nd Floor Conference Room of the Morrow Crane Building at 3218 Pringle Rd SE, Suite 220, Salem, Oregon.  Other commissioners present were Shelli Romero, Jeff Jones, Delna Jones, Thomas Bruner and Ken Lewis. Commissioner Sue Hildick participated by telephone. Staff present were Executive Director Ron Bersin, Investigator Don Crabtree, Investigator Deborah Tuss, Program Analyst Virginia Lutz and OGEC Counsel Lynn Rosik.
(Tape 1A, 1.2)
Lutz identified the handouts provided to the Commission.
 (Tape 1A, 2.4)

AGENDA ITEM 1, Approval of Minutes of the February 22, 2008 meeting. Lewis moved for approval of the minutes of the February 22, 2008 commission meeting.  The minutes were approved as presented.
(Tape 1A, 2.4)

AGENDA ITEM 2, Approval of Minutes of the February 29, 2008 Workshop. Lewis moved for approval of the minutes of the February 29, 2008 Workshop. The minutes were approved as presented.

CONSENT CALENDAR

(Tape 1A, 2.9)

Items 3 and 4 were removed from the consent calendar for comment or appearance of
parties wishing to address the commission. D. Jones moved for approval of the balance of the consent calendar and the staff recommendation on each as follows: 

Reports of Investigation

AGENDA ITEM 5, No. 07-202EDT, Mark Hueners, Eagle Point Irrigation District Ditch
Rider. Mr. Hueners was not present. 
Stipulated Final Orders

AGENDA ITEM 6, No. 07-182XDC, A. Richard Vial, Washington County Fair Board. Mr.

Vial was not present. 
AGENDA ITEM 7, No. 07-183XDC, Herbert Hirst, Washington County Fair Board. Mr.
Hirst was not present.
AGENDA ITEM 8, No. 07-184XDC, Kathy Christy, Washington County Fair Board. Ms.
Christy was not present.

AGENDA ITEM 9, No. 07-185XDC, Don McCoun, Washington County Fair Board. Mr. McCoun was not present. 

AGENDA ITEM 10, No. 07-187XDC, W. Rafe Flagg, Washington County Fair Board. Mr. Flagg was not present. 

AGENDA ITEM 11, No. 07-204EDC, Keith Meeuwsen, St. Helens High School
Wrestling Coach. Mr. Meeuwsen was not present.

AGENDA ITEM 12, No. 07-208ETH, Terri Roberts, City of Aurora Councilor. Ms. Roberts was not present.

AGENDA ITEM 13, No. 07-209ETH, Timothy Cummings, City of Grants Pass Councilor. Mr. Cummings was not present. 
Consent Calendar roll call vote was taken as follows:  Romero, aye; Jones, J., aye; Stiegler aye; Bruner, aye; Jones, D., aye; Lewis, aye.  Motion passed unanimously.  

End of Consent Calendar

DEFAULT FINAL ORDERS

None.

CONTESTED CASE PROPOSED FINAL ORDERS
None. 
REPORTS OF INVESTIGATIONS

(Tape 1A, 8.7)
AGENDA ITEMS 3 – 4, Lebanon High School Teachers

No. 07-196ETH, Brad Bauer
No. 07-198ETH, Nancy Bauer
Mr. and Ms. Bauer were present with counsel Margaret Olney. Lewis asked questions regarding the facts in the case. Counsel Olney responded to his questions regarding the differing amounts in the reports. The Commission discussed travel for work and personal purposes. D. Jones moved that the Commission find that the information before the Commission is insufficient to infer a violation of ORS Chapter 244 or warrant further investigation and that this complaint be dismissed. Roll call vote was taken as follows:  Romero, aye; Jones, J., aye; Stiegler aye; Bruner, aye; Jones, D., aye; Lewis, aye.  Motion passed unanimously.  
ADVISORY OPINIONS

(Tape 1A, 20.6)
AGENDA ITEM 14, No. 08A-1001, Sprint Nextel Corp re wireless services discount. Representative Jeanne Danielson was present. The Commission discussed discounts available to public officials.  D. Jones moved for the adoption of the opinion as presented. Roll call vote was taken as follows:  Romero, aye; Jones, J., aye; Stiegler aye; Bruner, aye; Jones, D., aye; Lewis, aye.  Motion passed unanimously.  

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED/RESPONSES

Lobbyist and Client Penalty Correspondence

Tape 1A, 27.8)

The Commission reviewed the following correspondence with no reduction to proposed penalties:

AGENDA ITEM 15, Susan Mentley.

AGENDA ITEM 16, Kristine Phillips.

AGENDA ITEM 17, NARAL Pro Choice Oregon.
Staff Opinions
(Tape 1A, 30.2)
AGENDA ITEM 18, No. 08S-001, John Mangan re paid travel expenses offered to a school teacher who accompanies students on a foreign exchange program. The Commission generally discussed teacher travel issues. 
Staff Advice

(Tape 1A, 30.2)

The Commission reviewed the following correspondence and discussed the distinction between staff opinions and staff advice. 

AGENDA ITEM 19, Annette Mattson re public officials who wish to participate in the Renewable Energy/Sustainability Tour planned for April.

AGENDA ITEM 20, Mark Rauch re the propriety of health incentive programs.

AGENDA ITEM 21, Kelly Skye re hypothetical scenario.

AGENDA ITEM 22, Dwayne Kroenig re sponsorship dollars to defray costs of an annual risk management conference.

AGENDA ITEM 23, Oregon Nurses Association re receptions for legislators.

AGENDA ITEM 24, Dale Penn re a lottery employee and an employee of a lottery vendor.
Other Correspondence
(Tape 1B, 0.6)
The Commission reviewed the following correspondence and discussed the non-jurisdictional items and the public meetings law in regards to the Commission’s jurisdiction:
AGENDA ITEM 25, No. 08-113ENJ, Bob Gatlin re Riley Stock.
AGENDA ITEM 26, No. 08-116ENJ, Juan Canopii re Colleen Denton.

AGENDA ITEM 27, No. 08-130ENJ, Sharon Mast re Gideon Jackson.

AGENDA ITEM 28, NO. 08-131ENJ, Bruce Ewert re Mark Capell
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

(Tape 1B, 8.2)

AGENDA ITEM 29, Legal Expense Trust Fund Agreement. Item removed from agenda. Rosik advised the Commission of new provisions regarding legal expense trust fund agreements. 
(Tape 1B, 13.0)

AGENDA ITEM 30, City of Echo letter re Statement of Economic Interest filing requirement. The Commission discussed the new filing requirements and possible comments to the legislature regarding problem areas. 

(Tape 1B, 26.8)

The commission recessed at 10:31 and reconvened into regular session at 10:45. 
(Tape 1B, 27.0)

AGENDA ITEM 24A, OSBA Policy Review. Bersin gave an overview of the new process regarding review of policies. Rebekah Cook was present for OSBA and reviewed the elements of their policies. The policies will be reviewed for approval at the June 20, 2008 meeting. 
(Tape 1B, 40.0)

The commission convened into executive session at 10:55 a.m. to consider preliminary reviews pursuant to ORS 244.060(6)(c), and to consult with legal counsel regarding pending litigation pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)(h).
OTHER ITEMS
Own Motion Reviews
(Tape 1B, 41.8)
AGENDA ITEM 39, John DiLorenzo lobbyist registration. Mr. DiLorenzo was present and addressed the commission regarding his failure to register as a lobbyist.  The Commission discussed possible courses of action. Lewis moved that the Commission conduct a preliminary review to determine if there is cause to investigate whether Mr. DiLorenzo has violated ORS Chapter 171. Roll call vote was taken as follows: Romero, aye; Jones, J., aye; Stiegler aye; Bruner, nay; Jones, D., nay; Lewis, aye.  Motion passed 4-2. 

(Tape 2A)

Commissioner Hildick was excused from the balance of the meeting. 

(Tape 2A, 11.4)

AGENDA ITEM 40, Mark W. Nelson lobbyist registration. Mr. Nelson was not present. The Commission discussed the background of the item. Lewis moved that the Commission conduct a preliminary review to determine if there is cause to investigate whether Mr. Nelson has violated ORS Chapter 171. Roll call vote was taken as follows: Romero, aye; Jones, J., aye; Stiegler aye; Bruner, nay; Jones, D., nay; Lewis, aye.  Motion passed 4-2. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION CONSENT CALENDAR
(Tape 2A, 15.0)
Item 33 was removed from the consent calendar for comment. D. Jones moved for approval of the remaining consent calendar items and the recommended action on each as follows: 
Reports of Preliminary Review
AGENDA ITEM 34, No. 07-213XDT, Steve Burnet, Northern Oregon Regional Correctional Facility Board of Directors. The recommendation was that the commission find that the complaint and information before the commission do not indicate a violation of ORS Chapter 192 or warrant further review and that this complaint be dismissed. 

AGENDA ITEM 35, No. 07-214XDT, Rick Eiesland, Northern Oregon Regional Correctional Facility Board of Directors. The recommendation was that the commission find that the complaint and information before the commission do not indicate a violation of ORS Chapter 192 or warrant further review and that this complaint be dismissed. 

AGENDA ITEM 36, No. 07-215XDT, Amber DeGrange, Northern Oregon Regional Correctional Facility Board of Directors. The recommendation was that the commission find that the complaint and information before the commission do not indicate a violation of ORS Chapter 192 or warrant further review and that this complaint be dismissed. 

AGENDA ITEM 37, No. 07-216XDT, Sherry Holliday, Northern Oregon Regional Correctional Facility Board of Directors. The recommendation was that the commission find that the complaint and information before the commission do not indicate a violation of ORS Chapter 192 or warrant further review and that this complaint be dismissed. 

AGENDA ITEM 38, No. 08-110XDT, Frank Bettencourt, Northern Oregon Regional Correctional Facility Board of Directors. The recommendation was that the commission find that the complaint and information before the commission do not indicate a violation of ORS Chapter 192 or warrant further review and that this complaint be dismissed. 
Executive Session Consent Calendar roll call vote was taken as follows:  Romero, aye; Jones, J., aye; Stiegler aye; Bruner, aye; Jones, D., aye; Lewis, aye.  Motion passed unanimously.  

End of Executive Session Consent Calendar
Reports of Preliminary Review

(Tape 2A, 20.1)
AGENDA ITEM 33, No. 07-186XDC, Mike Steward, Washington County Fair Complex Board of Directors. The Commission generally discussed the case background.  D. Jones moved that the commission find that there is a substantial, objective basis for believing that Mike Steward may have violated ORS 192.660(2) and that the Commission should investigate accordingly. Roll call vote was taken as follows: Romero, aye; Jones, J., aye; Stiegler, aye; Bruner, aye; Jones, D., aye; Lewis, aye. Motion passed unanimously. 
OTHER PRELIMINARY REVIEWS
None.
OTHER ITEMS
Other Items
(Tape 2A, 22.5)

The Commission reviewed the following items without comment:
AGENDA ITEM 41, No. 08-114EAI, Jeff Landaker, Crook County School Board 
AGENDA ITEM 42, No. 08-115EAI, Mark Severson, Crook County School Board
AGENDA ITEM 43, No. 08-119EAI, “Jay” Raymond Bockelman, Oregon Institute of Technology
AGENDA ITEM 44, No. 08-129EAI, Mike McCabe, Crook County Commissioner 
(Tape 2A, 24.1)

AGENDA ITEM 45, Review of Pending Litigation. Rosik presented a brief review of pending litigation.
Commissioner Romero was excused from the balance of the meeting. 

(Tape 2A, 24.1)

AGENDA ITEM 19, Summary of Pending Cases. The Commission reviewed the pending cases without comment.
(Tape 2A, 32.3)
The OGEC reconvened into regular session at 11:35 a.m.
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

(Tape 2A, 31.7)
AGENDA ITEM 31, Training Schedule. A brief overview of the upcoming training schedule was presented. 
(Tape 2A, 34.0)
AGENDA ITEM 32, Director’s Report. Bersin presented an overview of budget comments, policy package options, performance measures, legislative concepts, and the electronic filing project. 
(Tape 2B, 18.7)

Chair Stiegler spoke to the Commission regarding the proposed Op Ed piece that was not printed in newspapers. 

Chair Stiegler adjourned the meeting of the Oregon Government Ethics Commission at 12:10 p.m.
The next scheduled meeting date of the Oregon Government Ethics Commission is set for June 20, 2008 at 9:00 a.m.  The meeting will be held in the 2nd Floor Conference Room of the Morrow Crane Building at 3218 Pringle Rd SE, Suite 220, in Salem, Oregon.

THESE MINUTES CONTAIN MATERIALS WHICH PARAPHRASE AND/OR SUMMARIZE STATEMENTS MADE DURING THIS MEETING.  ONLY TEXT ENCLOSED IN QUOTATION MARKS REPORT A SPEAKER’S EXACT WORDS.  FOR COMPLETE CONTENTS OF THE PROCEEDINGS, PLEASE REFER TO THE AUDIO TAPE RECORDINGS.
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