


OREGON GOVERNMENT ETHICS COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
February 26, 2016
9:00 a.m.

(:01)
Chair Charles Tauman called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  The meeting was held in the 2nd Floor Conference Room of the Morrow Crane Building at 3218 Pringle Rd SE Salem, Oregon.  Other Commissioners present were Jan Hooper, Marilyn Cover, Dan Golden and Mary Kremer. Kenny Montoya and Alison Kean were excused from attendance.  Staff present were OGEC Counsel Lynn Rosik, Executive Director Ron Bersin, Program Manager Virginia Lutz, Compliance and Training Coordinator Marie Scheffers, Investigator Deborah Tuss, Investigator Diane Gould, and Office Specialist Kathy Daniel.

(:10)
AGENDA ITEM 1, Approval of the minutes of the January 15, 2016 Commission meeting. Chair Tauman called for approval of the minutes of the January 15, 2016 Commission meeting.  The minutes were approved without correction.

CONSENT CALENDAR

(2:00)
Items 6 and 8 were removed from the Consent Calendar for discussion or appearance by parties wishing to address the Commission. 

Commissioner Golden moved for the approval of the balance of the Consent Calendar items and the staff recommendation on each as follows: 

Reports of Investigation

(2:35)
AGENDA ITEMS 2 - 5
[bookmark: _GoBack]No. 15-205XDT, Fred Clauson
No. 15-206XDT, Steve Holm
No. 15-207XDT, Lona Owens
No. 15-208XDT, John Miller
Board of Directors, Lakeside Fire District. Staff recommendation was that the Commission find that the information before the Commission is insufficient to infer a violation of ORS Chapter 244 or warrant further investigation and that these complaints be dismissed.  



Lobbyist Penalty Correspondence

AGENDA ITEM 7, Jeanene Smith, 3rd qtr 2015, Letter of Education.


Lobbyist Client Penalty Correspondence

None.

Statement of Economic Interest Correspondence

None.

Consent Calendar roll call vote was taken as follows:  Kremer, aye; Golden, aye; Hooper, aye; Cover, aye; Tauman, aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

End of Consent Calendar

Reports of Investigation

(5:07)
AGENDA ITEM 6, No. 15-231EDG, Ronald Paulson, former commissioner, Special Road District of Little Switzerland.  Investigator Gould summarized the case.  Mr. Paulson was present and addressed the Commission.  Commissioner Kremer moved that the Commission find that the information before the Commission is insufficient to infer a violation of ORS Chapter 244 or warrant further investigation and that this complaint be dismissed.  Roll call vote was taken as follows:  Kremer, aye; Golden, aye; Hooper, aye; Cover, aye; Tauman, aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Statement of Economic Interest Correspondence

(9:25)
AGENDA ITEM 8, Greg Lemhouse, Ashland City Councilor, 2015, Letter of Education. 
The Commission generally discussed the matter.  Commissioner Hooper moved to impose a penalty of $120.  Roll call vote was taken as follows: Kremer, nay; Golden, aye; Hooper, aye; Cover, nay; Tauman, nay.  Motion failed 3 – 2.  Commissioner Cover moved to accept staff recommendation of a Letter of Education. Roll call vote was taken as follows:  Kremer, aye; Golden, aye; Hooper, nay; Cover, aye; Tauman, aye.  Motion passed 4 – 1.




Lobbyist Client Penalty Correspondence

(21:00)
AGENDA ITEM 9, GetInsured, 2nd & 3rd qtr 2015, Letter of Education for 2nd qtr 2015 and reduce penalty for 3rd qtr 2015 to $250.  The Commission generally discussed the matter.  Commissioner Kremer moved to accept staff recommendation of Letter of Education for 2nd qtr 2015 and reduce penalty for 3rd qtr 2015 to $250.  Roll call vote was taken as follows:  Kremer, aye; Golden, nay; Hooper, nay; Cover, nay; Tauman, aye.  Motion failed 3 – 2.  

Commissioner Hooper moved to reduce penalty for 2nd and 3rd qtr 2015 to 10% of total to equal $750.  Roll call vote was taken as follows:  Kremer, aye; Golden, aye; Hooper, aye; Cover, aye; Tauman, aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

STIPULATED FINAL ORDERS

(26:19)
AGENDA ITEM 10, No. 12-194XDT, Stacy Dunn, City Counsel, City of Lakeside.
Mr. Dunn did not address the Commission.  Investigator Tuss summarized the case.  The Commission generally discussed the case.  Commissioner Cover moved that the Commission approve the proposed stipulated final order as the final order in this matter and that the chairperson be authorized to sign it as such.  Roll call vote was taken as follows: Kremer, aye; Golden, aye; Hooper, aye; Cover, aye; Tauman, aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

(29:30)
AGENDA ITEM 11, No. 15-117XDT, Kevin Parrish, President Board of Directors, Emerald People’s Utility District. Mr. Parrish did not address the Commission.  Investigator Tuss summarized the case.  The Commission generally discussed the case noting that Mr. Parrish has requested training.  Commissioner Kremer moved that the Commission approve the proposed stipulated final order as the final order in this matter and that the chairperson be authorized to sign it as such.  Roll call vote was taken as follows: Kremer, aye; Golden, aye; Hooper, aye; Cover, aye; Tauman, aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

(35:35)
AGENDA ITEM 12, No. 15-175EMS, Colette Marchant, Yamhill County Developmental Disabilities Service Program, former Developmental Disabilities Service Coordinator.  Ms. Marchant did not address the Commission.  Investigator Scheffers summarized the case.  The Commission generally discussed and reviewed the matrix used for calculating penalties. Commissioner Kremer moved that the Commission approve the proposed stipulated final order as the final order in this matter and that the chairperson be authorized to sign it as such.  Roll call vote was taken as follows: Kremer, aye; Golden, aye; Hooper, aye; Cover, aye; Tauman, aye.  Motion passed unanimously.
DEFAULT FINAL ORDERS

None.

CONTESTED CASE PROPOSED FINAL ORDERS

None.

REPORTS OF INVESTIGATIONS

(44:00)
AGENDA ITEM 13, No. 15-179EDG, Nick Wiley, Business Advisor and Instructor, Lane Community College Small Business Development Center.  Investigator Gould summarized the case.  Mr. Wiley and counsel, Meg Kieran were present and addressed the Commission.  The Commission discussed the matter and had general questions for Counsel Kieran.  Commissioner Kremer moved that the Commission find that the information before the Commission is insufficient to infer a violation of ORS Chapter 244 or warrant further investigation and that this complaint be dismissed.  Roll call vote was taken as follows:  Kremer, aye; Golden, aye; Hooper, aye; Cover, aye; Tauman, aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

(1:12:40)
The Commission recessed from 10:13 am to 10:23 a.m.

(1:12:44)
AGENDA ITEM 14, No. 15-187EDG, Scott Marcum, Buffalo Peak Golf Professional, Union County.  Mr. Marcum did not address the Commission.  Counsel Steven Joseph joined by telephone and addressed the Commission.  Investigator Gould summarized the case. Commissioner Kremer moved that the Commission approve the proposed stipulated final order as the final order in this matter and that the chairperson be authorized to sign it as such.  Roll call vote was taken as follows: Kremer, aye; Golden, aye; Hooper, aye; Cover, aye; Tauman, aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

(1:21:49)
AGENDA ITEM 15, No. 15-211EDG, Judy Rygg, Former City Recorder, City of Island City, and Secretary for Island City Cemetery Maintenance District, Island City Area Sanitation District, and the La Grande Rural Fire Protection District.  Ms. Rygg did not address the Commission.  Counsel Steven Joseph joined by telephone and addressed the Commission.  Investigator Gould summarized the case.  The Commission generally discussed the matter. Commissioner Hooper moved that the Commission find that there is sufficient evidence to find violations of ORS 244.040(1) and ORS 244.120(1)(c), if this evidence is not rebutted by contrary evidence, and that this public official be offered a contested case proceeding.  Roll call vote was taken as follows: Kremer, aye; Golden, aye; Hooper, aye; Cover, aye; Tauman, aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

(1:29:40)
The Commission recessed from 10:38 am to 10:43 a.m.

(1:30:06)
The Commission convened into executive session at 10:44 a.m. to consider Preliminary Reviews pursuant to ORS 244.260(4)(d) and to consider possible own motion reviews pursuant to ORS 244.260(2)(d).  

(1:59:50)
The Commission reconvened into regular session at 11:15 a.m.

ADVISORY OPINIONS

None.

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED/RESPONSES

The following agenda items were reviewed without comment unless otherwise noted:

Staff Opinions

None.

Staff Advice
(non-action informational only items)

(2:00:00)
AGENDA ITEM 16, Representative Brent Barton re an invitation to participate in the unveiling of the Portland Trail Blazers license plate during a ceremony held on court at the Moda Center.
Other Correspondence
(non-action informational only items)

None.
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

(2:00:42)
AGENDA ITEM 17, No. 15-272EDT, Doug Breidenthal, Jackson County Board of Commissioners, Consideration of Suspension of Investigation.  Executive Director Bersin recommended suspending the investigation until the criminal investigation has concluded.  The Commission generally discussed the case.  Counsel Rosik reviewed with the Commissioners the law regarding this circumstance.  Commissioner Cover moved to suspend investigation until the pending criminal investigation is complete. Roll call vote was taken as follows:  Kremer, aye; Golden, aye; Hooper, aye; Cover, aye; Tauman, aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

(2:14:00)
AGENDA ITEM 18, Trainers’ Report.  Trainer Weedn summarized current training activities for the Electronic Filing System. Executive Director Bersin discussed the training efforts for the public official training for State management personnel through DAS. Commissioner Hooper suggested and offered to participate in Ethics training throughout the southern and mid-coastal jurisdictions.

(2:22:47)
AGENDA ITEM 19, Director’s Report.  
· Reporting System.  The staff continue to work with NIC USA on current issues. The Jurisdictional Contacts module is open to establish the SEI filers’ seatings prior to filing beginning March 15.  Filers are registering electronically and a few have expressed the desire to continue with paper statements. Staff is overcoming objections to most.  Lobbyists and client/employers will begin to file first quarter expenditure reports April 1.  The Commission discussed lobbyist registration and how the registration acceptance by client/employer has a 10 day window before the system will auto cancel. 
· Budget.  Bersin reviewed the four budgets and noted that the OGEC is well within budget.
· Legislation.  A handout was reviewed and the Commission generally discussed the activity on house and senate bills.
· Case Management System.  Actively working on the development.
· Other.  Bersin discussed his invitation to participate in Cannabis Work Group for the State of Oregon, and in a panel discussion on ethics at the American Society of Civil Engineers.
· OGEC was presented with DAS Chief Financial Office’s Gold Star Certificate for fiscal year 2015 for filing accurate and complete information in a timely manner.
· Chair Tauman led a discussion among Commissioners re current penalty structure for violators.  He would like to schedule a work session immediately after the next Commission meeting with all Commissioners present to review administration of current policy for penalties, and reminder notices.   

(3:27:58)
AGENDA ITEM 20, Legislative Concepts. A committee will meet in March prior to the next Commission meeting to discuss the issues to be presented to the Governor by April 15, 2016.  

(3:38:09)
Chair Tauman adjourned the meeting at 12:53 p.m.

The next scheduled meeting date of the Oregon Government Ethics Commission is set for Friday, April 8, 2016, at 9:00 a.m.  The meeting will be held in the 2nd Floor Conference Room of the Morrow Crane Building at 3218 Pringle Rd SE, Suite 220, in Salem, Oregon.


_____________________________________________________________________________________________

THESE MINUTES CONTAIN MATERIALS WHICH PARAPHRASE AND/OR SUMMARIZE STATEMENTS MADE DURING THIS MEETING.  ONLY TEXT ENCLOSED IN QUOTATION MARKS REPORT A SPEAKER’S EXACT WORDS.  FOR COMPLETE CONTENTS OF THE PROCEEDINGS, PLEASE REFER TO THE AUDIO RECORDINGS AT http://www.oregon.gov/OGEC/Pages/comissionmeet.aspx.  
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