


OREGON GOVERNMENT ETHICS COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES

January 18, 2008
(Tape 1A, 0.2)

Chair Judy Stiegler called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.  The meeting was held in the 2nd Floor Conference Room of the Morrow Crane Building at 3218 Pringle Rd SE, Suite 220, Salem, Oregon.  Other commissioners present were Judy Stiegler, Shelli Romero, Sue Hildick, Jeff Jones, Ken Lewis, and Thomas Bruner. Delna Jones joined the meeting by telephone.  Staff present were Executive Director Ron Bersin, Investigator Don Crabtree, Investigator Tammy Hedrick, Program Analyst Virginia Lutz and OGEC Counsel Lynn Rosik.
(Tape 1A, 0.2)
Stiegler addressed the audience regarding the organization of the meeting and advised that there would be a break for the rulemaking hearing.  
(Tape 1A, 3.3)

AGENDA ITEM 1, Approval of Minutes of the December 7, 2007 meeting. Stiegler called for approval of the minutes of the December 7, 2007 commission meeting.  The minutes were approved with one correction.
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

(Tape 1A, 5.0)
AGENDA ITEM 9, Sisters School District 6, Board of Directors

Case No. 07-132XDC, Mike Gould


Case No. 07-133XDC, Jeff Smith


Case No. 07-134XDC, Glen Lasken


Case No. 07-135XDC, Steve Rudinsky


Case No. 07-136XDC, Rob Corrigan

Request for Reconsideration of Dismissal. Mr. Morgan was present. Stiegler summarized the prior activity of the case and advised Mr. Morgan of the commission’s actions and practice of not allowing comment from parties unless the item is pulled from the consent calendar by a commission member.  The balance of the discussion was deferred until the conclusion of the administrative rule hearing.
(Tape 1A, 21.0)

The OGEC recessed at 9:30 a.m. to go into the Administrative Rules hearing. 
(Tape 1A, 21.0
The OGEC reconvened into open session at 11:15 a.m. 
(Tape 1A, 21.8)

The commission convened into executive session at 11:16 a.m. to consider preliminary reviews pursuant to ORS 244.060(6)(c), and to consult with legal counsel regarding pending litigation pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)(h).
EXECUTIVE SESSION CONSENT CALENDAR
(Tape 1A, 23.6)

Items 15 and 18-22 were removed from the consent calendar for comment or appearance of those wishing to address the commission. 
(Tape 1A, 26.0)

D. Jones moved for approval of the remaining consent calendar items and the recommended action on each as follows: 
Reports of Preliminary Review
AGENDA ITEM 13, No. 07-196ETH, Brad Bauer, Teacher, Lebanon High School. Mr. Bauer was not present. The recommendation was that the commission find that there is a substantial, objective basis for believing that Brad Bauer may have violated ORS 244.040(1)(a) and that the commission should investigate accordingly.
AGENDA ITEM 14, No. 07-198ETH, Nancy Bauer, Teacher, Lebanon High School. Ms. Bauer was not present. The recommendation was that the commission find that there is a substantial, objective basis for believing that Nancy Bauer may have violated ORS 244.040(1)(a) and that the commission should investigate accordingly.

AGENDA ITEM 16, No. 07-203EDC, David Jaques, Chair, Douglas County Planning Commission. Mr. Jaques was not present. The recommendation was that the commission find that the complaint and information before the commission do not indicate a violation of ORS Chapter 244 or warrant further review and that this complaint be dismissed. 
AGENDA ITEM 17, No. 07-204EDC, Keith Meeuwsen, Teacher and Coach, St. Helens School District. Mr. Meeuwsen was not present. The recommendation was that the commission find that there is a substantial, objective basis for believing that Keith Meeuwsen may have violated ORS 244.040(1)(a) and 244.040(1)(c) and that the commission should investigate accordingly.
Executive Session Consent Calendar roll call vote was taken as follows:  Lewis, aye; Romero, aye; Hildick, aye; J. Jones, aye; Bruner, aye; Stiegler, aye; D. Jones, aye. Motion passed unanimously. 

End of Executive Session Consent Calendar
(Tape 1A, 27.5)
AGENDA ITEM 21, No. 07-209ETH, Timothy Cummings, Councilor, Grants Pass City Council. Mr. Cummings was not present but was represented by his counsel Ben Freudenberg. Mr. Freudenberg addressed the commission and suggested that a dismissal was appropriate. The commission discussed the content of Mr. Cummings’ Statement of Economic Interest.  Bruner moved that the commission find that there is a substantial, objective basis for believing that Timothy Cummings may have violated ORS 244.060(4) and that the commission should investigate accordingly. Roll call vote was taken as follows: Lewis, aye; Romero, aye; Hildick, aye; J. Jones, aye; Bruner, aye; Stiegler, aye; D. Jones, aye. Motion passed unanimously. 

(Tape 1A, 33.8)

AGENDA ITEM 20, No. 07-208ETH, Terri Roberts, Councilor, Aurora City Council. Ms. Roberts was present. Hedrick summarized the case history. Ms. Roberts addressed the commission regarding the background of her case. Jeff Jones moved that the commission find that there is a substantial, objective basis for believing that Terri Roberts may have violated ORS 244.040(1)(a) and 244.120(2) and that the commission should investigate accordingly. Roll call vote was taken as follows: Lewis, aye; Romero, aye; Hildick, aye; J. Jones, aye; Bruner, aye; Stiegler, aye; D. Jones, aye. Motion passed unanimously. 

(Tape 1B, 0.3)

AGENDA ITEM 18, No. 07-206EDC, Matthew Hurley, Board of Directors, Klamath Falls City Schools. Mr. Hurley was not present, but counsel Jim Mountain was present to observe. The commission discussed the case and Romero moved that the commission find that the complaint and information before the commission do not indicate a violation of ORS Chapter 244 or warrant further review and that this complaint be dismissed. Roll call vote was taken as follows: Lewis, aye; Romero, aye; Hildick, aye; J. Jones, aye; Bruner, aye; Stiegler, aye; D. Jones, aye. Motion passed unanimously. 

(Tape 1B, 2.0)

AGENDA ITEM 19, No. 07-207EDC, Carol Wendt, Board of Directors, Klamath Falls City Schools. Ms. Wendt was not present, but counsel Jim Mountain was present to observe. Hildick recused herself from participation stating that Ms. Wendt is the wife of board member of her organization. Romero moved that the commission find that the complaint and information before the commission do not indicate a violation of ORS Chapter 244 or warrant further review and that this complaint be dismissed. Roll call vote was taken as follows: Lewis, aye; Romero, aye; J. Jones, aye; Bruner, aye; Stiegler, aye; D. Jones, aye. Motion passed unanimously.
(Tape 1B, 22.5)

AGENDA ITEM 15, No, 07-202ETH, Mark Hueners, Ditch Rider, Eagle Point Irrigation District. Mr. Hueners was not present. Hildick questioned the basis of the complaint and the commission discussed the use of city vehicles by public officials and the state policies regarding that usage. D. Jones moved that the commission find that there is a substantial, objective basis for believing that Mark Hueners may have violated ORS 244.040(1)(a) and that the commission should investigate accordingly. Roll call vote was taken as follows: Lewis, nay; Romero, aye; Hildick, nay; J. Jones, aye; Bruner, nay; Stiegler, aye; D. Jones, aye. Motion passed 4-3. 

(Tape 1B, 31.8)

AGENDA ITEM 22, No. 07-210ETH, Adria Cornell, Quality Assurance Coordinator, Linn County Department of Health Services. Ms. Cornell was not present. The commission briefly discussed the background of the case. Bruner moved that the commission find that there is a substantial, objective basis for believing that Adria Cornell may have violated ORS 244.040(1)(a) and 244.120(1)(c) and that the commission should investigate accordingly. Roll call vote was taken as follows: Lewis, aye; Romero, aye; Hildick, aye; J. Jones, aye; Bruner, aye; Stiegler, aye; D. Jones, aye. Motion passed unanimously.
OTHER PRELIMINARY REVIEWS
None.
OTHER ITEMS
Own Motion Reviews

(Tape 1B, 35.1)
AGENDA ITEM 23, Possible Own Motion Preliminary Review re Bernard Giusto, Multnomah County Sherriff. Mr. Giusto was not present. Bersin summarized the possibility of an own motion review. The commission generally discussed the review. Romero and Bruner declared prior working relationships with Giusto as employees of Multnomah County. Hildick moved that the commission conduct a preliminary review to determine if there is cause to investigate whether Bernard Giusto has violated ORS Chapter 244. Roll call vote was taken as follows: Lewis, aye; Romero, aye; Hildick, aye; J. Jones, aye; Bruner, aye; Stiegler, aye; D. Jones, aye. Motion passed unanimously.
Other Items
(Tape 1B, 43.6)
AGENDA ITEM 25, Review of Pending Litigation. Rosik summarized the status of pending litigation. 
AGENDA ITEM 24, No. 07-291EAI, Sandra Ramaker, Rockwood Water PUD Board of Directors.  The commission reviewed the material without comment.

AGENDA ITEM 26, Summary of Pending Cases.

The commission reviewed the material without comment.
(Tape 1B, 46.3)
The OGEC reconvened into regular session at 12:20 p.m.
(Tape 2A, .1)

The commission discussed the process of scheduling an administrative rules workshop. 

(Tape 2A, 2.7)

Hildick and D. Jones were excused from the meeting at 12:25 p.m.

(Tape 2A, 13.5)
The OGEC recessed at 12:40 p.m. and reconvened into regular session at 12:50 p.m. 

CONSENT CALENDAR

(Tape 2A, 14.1)
Item 6 was removed from the agenda because a stipulated final order had been accepted. 

(Tape 2A, 14.9)

Lewis removed item 2 from the consent calendar and Bruner removed item 5 from the consent calendar for comment. 

(Tape 2A, 15.8)

Romero moved for approval of the balance of the consent calendar and the staff recommendation on each as follows: 

Reports of Investigation

None.

Stipulated Final Orders

AGENDA ITEM 3, No. 06-180EDC, Reggie DeSoto, Board of Directors, Dexter Sanitary District. The recommendation was that the commission approve the proposed stipulated final order as the final order in this matter and that the chairperson be authorized to sign it as such.

AGENDA ITEM 4, No. 06-181EDC, Lillian DeSoto, Board of Directors, Dexter Sanitary District. The recommendation was that the commission approve the proposed stipulated final order as the final order in this matter and that the chairperson be authorized to sign it as such.
AGENDA ITEM 5-A, No. 07-164ETH, Jeff Sneddon, Linn County Developmental Disabilities Program Manager.  The recommendation was that the commission approve the proposed stipulated final order as the final order in this matter and that the chairperson be authorized to sign it as such.
Consent calendar roll call vote was taken as follows: Lewis, aye; Romero, aye; J. Jones, aye; Bruner, aye; Stiegler, aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

End of Consent Calendar
(Tape 2A, 16.6)

AGENDA ITEM 2, No. 06-170ETH, Wendy Taunton, former Hillsboro Police Department Secretary, Hillsboro Police Department. Ms. Taunton was not present.  Lewis suggested a reduction of the proposed penalty, and suggested a penalty of $50 or $100. After the commission discussed the suggestion, Lewis withdrew his proposal.  Lewis moved that the commission approve the proposed stipulated final order as the final order in this matter and that the chairperson be authorized to sign it as such. Roll call vote was taken as follows: Lewis, aye; Romero, aye; J. Jones, aye; Bruner, aye; Stiegler, aye. Motion passed unanimously.

(Tape 2A, 22.6)

AGENDA ITEM 5, No. 07-101EDC, Natalie Coop, Teacher, Prospect School District #59. Ms. Coop was not present. Bruner requested background information regarding the matter and the commission discussed the information. J. Jones moved that the commission approve the proposed stipulated final order as the final order in this matter and that the chairperson be authorized to sign it as such. Roll call vote was taken as follows: Lewis, aye; Romero, aye; J. Jones, aye; Bruner, aye; Stiegler, aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

DEFAULT FINAL ORDERS
None.

REPORTS OF INVESTIGATIONS

None.

ADVISORY OPINIONS
None.

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED/RESPONSES
Staff Opinions
None. 

Other Correspondence
(Tape 2A, 38.4)

The commission reviewed the following correspondence item without comment except where noted:

AGENDA ITEM 7, No. 07-212ENJ, Tim Bero Re Senator Betsy Johnson

AGENDA ITEM 8, No. 07-218ENJ, Dr. Richard Huston Re Rockaway Beach Planning Commission. Lewis discussed the reason for the non-jurisdictional status. 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

(Tape 2A, 41.3)

AGENDA ITEM 9, Sisters School District 6, Board of Directors

Case No. 07-132XDC, Mike Gould


Case No. 07-133XDC, Jeff Smith


Case No. 07-134XDC, Glen Lasken


Case No. 07-135XDC, Steve Rudinsky


Case No. 07-136XDC, Rob Corrigan

Request for Reconsideration of Dismissal. The commission discussed the comments made by the parties earlier in the meeting and discussed the request for reconsideration. Crabtree summarized the investigative findings. Lewis questioned facts of the investigation.   The commission took no action on the request for reconsideration.
(Tape 2B, 2.0)

AGENDA ITEM 10, No. 07-211ETH, Sherri Sanow, 

Brief discussion regarding closure of the case because of non-jurisdictional status.
(Tape 2B, 10.2)

AGENDA ITEM 11, Election of Chair and Vice Chair for 2008. Bruner nominated Judy Stiegler for reappointment as Chair. Roll call vote was taken as follows: Lewis, aye; Romero, aye; J. Jones, aye; Bruner, aye; Stiegler, aye.  Motion passed unanimously. The vice-chair nomination was continued to the February 29, 2008 meeting.
(Tape 2B, 14.3)

AGENDA ITEM 12, Director’s Report.  Bersin discussed upcoming training events and the status of the interview process for the new Trainer position. Bersin also relayed general information regarding the February Legislative session and suggested that discussion of developing the next budget may begin at the February 29, 2008 commission meeting. There was discussion regarding the progress of the electronic filing project. 
(Tape 2B, 18.3)

AGENDA ITEM 12A, Rulemaking Work Session. The commission discussed how the rules were developed in relation to the Advisory Committee recommendations. Rosik advised that there may be other rules to develop. The commission generally discussed the difficulty in answering all possible combinations of issues.  (Tape 3A, l1) The commission asked staff to summarize the public comments and schedule a special workshop for review of the material.
(Tape 3A, 7.0)

Chair Stiegler adjourned the meeting of the Oregon Government Ethics Commission at 2:20 p.m.
The next scheduled meeting date of the Oregon Government Ethics Commission is set for February 29, 2008 at 9:00 a.m.  The meeting will be held in the 2nd Floor Conference Room of the Morrow Crane Building at 3218 Pringle Rd SE, Suite 220, in Salem, Oregon.

THESE MINUTES CONTAIN MATERIALS WHICH PARAPHRASE AND/OR SUMMARIZE STATEMENTS MADE DURING THIS MEETING.  ONLY TEXT ENCLOSED IN QUOTATION MARKS REPORT A SPEAKER’S EXACT WORDS.  FOR COMPLETE CONTENTS OF THE PROCEEDINGS, PLEASE REFER TO THE AUDIO TAPE RECORDINGS.
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