


OREGON GOVERNMENT ETHICS COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES

February 29, 2008
(Tape 1A, 0.1)

Chair Judy Stiegler called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.  The meeting was held in the 2nd Floor Conference Room of the Morrow Crane Building at 3218 Pringle Rd SE, Suite 220, Salem, Oregon.  Other commissioners present were Shelli Romero, Jeff Jones, Delna Jones and Ken Lewis. Thomas Bruner arrived late. Commissioner Sue Hildick was excused from attendace. Staff present were Executive Director Ron Bersin, Investigator Don Crabtree, Investigator Deborah Tuss, Trainer Tammy Hedrick, Program Analyst Virginia Lutz and OGEC Counsel Lynn Rosik.
(Tape 1A, 0.2)
Lutz identified corrections to the minutes from the January 18, 2008 meeting on page 1 to change the word adjourned to recessed, and on page 7, item 9, to identify that a respondent was not present at the proceeding and that the Commission took no action regarding his request for reconsideration. 
(Tape 1A, 1.0)

D. Jones noted correction to page 3, Item 19 of the January 18, 2008 meeting minutes, to identify that the respondent was a board member rather than an employee. 
(Tape 1A, 2.6)

AGENDA ITEM 1, Approval of Minutes of the January 18, 2008 meeting. D. Jones moved for approval of the minutes of the January 18, 2008 commission meeting as amended.  The minutes were approved with amendments.
(Tape 1A, 2.6)

AGENDA ITEM 2, Approval of Minutes of the January 18 Administrative Rulemaking Hearing. D. Jones moved for approval of the minutes of the January 18, 2008 Administrative Rulemaking Hearing. The minutes were approved with no corrections.
(Tape 1A, 5.0)

Lutz continued to identify the handouts provided to the Commission.

CONSENT CALENDAR

(Tape 1A, 7.5)

Items 3 and 4 were removed from the consent calendar for comment or appearance of

parties wishing to address the commission. Romero moved for approval of the balance of the consent calendar and the staff recommendation on each as follows: 

Reports of Investigation

None.

Stipulated Final Orders

AGENDA ITEM 5, No. 07-163EDC, Royal F. Gasso, Gold Hill Director of Public Works.

Mr. Gasso was not present. 

AGENDA ITEM 5A, No. 07-210EDT, Adria Cornell, Linn County Dept. of Health

Services, Quality Assurance Coordinator. Ms. Cornell was not present. 
Consent Calendar roll call vote was taken as follows:  Romero, aye; Jones, J., aye; Stiegler aye; Jones, D., aye; Lewis, aye.  Motion passed unanimously.  

End of Consent Calendar

Commissioner Bruner joined the meeting.

Stipulated Final Orders

(Tape 1A, 8.2)

AGENDA ITEMS 3 & 4

No. 07-125EDC, Matthew Hurley, Klamath Falls City Schools Board of Directors. 
No. 07-126EDC, Carol Wendt, Klamath Falls City Schools Board of Directors. Respondents were not present, but were represented by Counsel Jim Mountain. Counsel Mountain addressed the Commission regarding the request to waive the proposed penalties. The Commission discussed the request. 
(Tape 1A, 22.3)

D. Jones moved that the Commission approve the proposed stipulated final order as the final order in the Hurley matter and that the chairperson be authorized to sign it as such. Roll call vote was taken as follows: Romero, aye; Jones, J., aye; Stiegler, aye; Jones, D., aye; Bruner, aye; Lewis, aye.  Motion passed unanimously.  

(Tape 1A, 24.9)

D. Jones moved that the Commission approve the proposed stipulated final order as the final order in the Wendt matter and that the chairperson be authorized to sign it as such. Roll call vote was taken as follows: Romero, aye; Jones, J., aye; Stiegler aye; Jones, D., aye Bruner, aye; Lewis, aye.  Motion passed unanimously.  

DEFAULT FINAL ORDERS

None.

CONTESTED CASE PROPOSED FINAL ORDERS
None. 
REPORTS OF INVESTIGATIONS

None.
ADVISORY OPINIONS

None.
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED/RESPONSES

Staff Opinions
None. 

Other Correspondence
(Tape 1A, 26.1)

The commission reviewed the following correspondence items without comment:

AGENDA ITEM 6, No. 08-101ENJ, Dean Billing re Jason Atkinson.

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

(Tape 1A, 26.7)

The Commission reviewed the items and generally discussed Item 8, Capitol Club correspondence re registration and expenditure reporting. 

(Tape 1A, 30.5)

AGENDA ITEM 9, Public Official Guide Draft. Bersin summarized the development and possible distribution of the guide. The commission discussed the review of potential amendments to the document, and asked to be notified of any changes or provided with copies of any future amendments. New revisions will be published to the website and through Trainer Hedrick. The Commission suggested the addition of a disclaimer to the guide that advises checking for the latest revisions, as the guide may not be all inclusive and that readers should refer to the statute for accuracy. The Commission agreed to provide any additional comments on the guide to staff by March 7, 2008.
(Tape 1B, 5.0)
AGENDA ITEM 10, Proposed Temporary Administrative Rules draft. The Commission agreed to submit any comments to staff by March 7, 2008. 

(Tape 1B, 10.0)

AGENDA ITEM 11, Administrative Rules Adoption. The Commission discussed the development of the final product. Bruner moved for the adoption of the Administrative Rules surrounding gifts as presented. Roll call vote was taken as follows: Romero, aye; Jones, J., aye; Stiegler aye; Jones, D., aye; Bruner, aye; Lewis, aye.  Motion passed unanimously.  
(Tape 1B, 16.0)

The Commission discussed timelines and Administrative Rule development. Rosik listed potential areas that may need rules in the future. The Commission requested a timeline for the next session of rulemaking, and a list of rulemaking mandates. 

(Tape 1B, 27.3)

AGENDA ITEM 12, Election of Vice Chair for 2008. Lewis nominated D. Jones to the position of vice chair. Roll call vote was taken as follows: Romero, aye; Jones, J., aye; Stiegler aye; Jones, D., aye; Bruner, aye; Lewis, aye.  Motion passed unanimously.  

(Tape 1B, 29.7)

AGENDA ITEM 13, Director’s Report. Bersin addressed the Commission, and introduced Deborah Tuss as the Commission’s newest Investigator. Bersin also noted that former Investigator Tammy Hedrick had been appointed to the Trainer position. The Commission requested that they be notified of future training dates and locations. 

(Tape 1B, 45.3)

The commission recessed at 10:40, and reconvened into regular session at 10:55. 
(Tape 1B, 45.5)

The commission convened into executive session at 10:55 a.m. to consider preliminary reviews pursuant to ORS 244.060(6)(c), and to consult with legal counsel regarding pending litigation pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)(h).
EXECUTIVE SESSION CONSENT CALENDAR
(Tape 2A, 0.2)

D. Jones moved for approval of the consent calendar items and the recommended action on each as follows: 
Reports of Preliminary Review
AGENDA ITEM 14, No. 08-102EDC, Bernard Giusto, Multnomah County Sherriff. Mr. Giusto was not present. Crabtree summarized the case. The Commission discussed the background of the case and areas of investigation. Romero declared a prior working relationship with the Respondent, but no conflict. Bruner declared a prior working relationship with Respondent, but no conflict. The recommendation was that the commission find that there is a substantial, objective basis for believing that Bernard Giusto may have violated ORS 244.040(1)(a) and 244.120 and that the commission should investigate accordingly.
Executive Session Consent Calendar roll call vote was taken as follows:  Romero, aye; J. Jones, aye; Bruner, aye; Stiegler, aye; D. Jones, aye Lewis, aye. Motion passed unanimously. 

End of Executive Session Consent Calendar
OTHER PRELIMINARY REVIEWS
None.
OTHER ITEMS
Own Motion Reviews

None.
Other Items
(Tape 2A, 14.9)

The Commission reviewed the following items without comment:
AGENDA ITEM 15, No 07-221EAI, Gideon Jackson, Yoncalla School Board 
AGENDA ITEM 16, No. 07-222EAI, Jim Bernard, Milwaukie Mayor
AGENDA ITEM 17, No 08-103EAI, Staceyt Kellenbeck, Grants Pass Urban Area Planning Commission
(Tape 2A, 15.2)

AGENDA ITEM 18, Review of Pending Litigation. Rosik presented a brief review of pending litigation.
(Tape 2A, 32.1)

AGENDA ITEM 19, Summary of Pending Cases. The Commission reviewed the pending cases without comment.
(Tape 2A, 32.3)
The OGEC reconvened into regular session at 11:30 a.m.
(Tape 2A, 33.0)

The commission discussed the Opinion Editorial draft and public outreach. The draft was added to the agenda for the next Commission meeting. 

(Tape 2B)

The commission continued its discussion of public outreach, and discussed sending out press releases prior to training events.  

(Tape 2B, 1.2)

Chair Stiegler adjourned the meeting of the Oregon Government Ethics Commission at 11:45 a.m.
The next scheduled meeting date of the Oregon Government Ethics Commission is set for April 25, 2008 at 9:00 a.m.  The meeting will be held in the 2nd Floor Conference Room of the Morrow Crane Building at 3218 Pringle Rd SE, Suite 220, in Salem, Oregon.

THESE MINUTES CONTAIN MATERIALS WHICH PARAPHRASE AND/OR SUMMARIZE STATEMENTS MADE DURING THIS MEETING.  ONLY TEXT ENCLOSED IN QUOTATION MARKS REPORT A SPEAKER’S EXACT WORDS.  FOR COMPLETE CONTENTS OF THE PROCEEDINGS, PLEASE REFER TO THE AUDIO TAPE RECORDINGS.


Page 5                                                                                                                                  February 29, 2008 Meeting

