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OREGON GOVERNMENT ETHICS COMMISSION
ADMINISTRATIVE RULE HEARING MINUTES

January 18, 2008

(Tape 1A, .1)

Chair Stiegler opened the hearing at 9:32 a.m.  The hearing was held in the 2nd Floor Conference Room of the Morrow Crane Building at 3218 Pringle Rd. SE, in Salem, Oregon.  Other commissioners present were Shelli Romero, Sue Hildick, Jeff Jones, Ken Lewis and Thomas Bruner.  Commissioner Delna Jones joined the meeting by telephone.  Staff present were Executive Director Ron Bersin, Investigator Don Crabtree, Program Analyst Virginia Lutz and OGEC Counsel Lynn Rosik.

(Tape 1A, .2)

Stiegler addressed the parameters of the rule hearing, limiting public comment from each participant to 5 minutes and advising that there would be a work session following the regular commission meeting.  
(Tape 1A, 5.8)

Martha Pelligrino, City of Portland, offered comments regarding fact-finding missions and trade promotions and suggested the need for clarity regarding agent or otherwise and single source terms.  Suggested and expanded definition of legislative or administrative interest.  
(Tape 1A, 14.3)

Pat Hearn, self interest, offered comments regarding determining the values of benefits at charitable dinners and for engraved items.  He suggested more specificity or the addition of examples regarding entertainment.

(Tape 1A, 19.4)

Bruce Bishop, lobbyist, offered comments regarding charitable organizations and exempted expenses, meals, gift exceptions and expansion of legislative or administrative interest and single source issues.
(Tape 1A, 28.6)

Robert Wilner, Oregon International Council, offered comments regarding gift restrictions and the effect on educational foreign travel programs for teachers and students.

(Tape 1A, 35.2)

Genoa Ingram, Special Districts Association and Fire District Directors Association, offered comments regarding single source gift issues, lobbyists bundling issues and entertainment and travel costs.

(Tape 1A, 42.5) 

Anne Murray Tweedt, lobbyist and self interest, offered comments regarding sources of gifts and presented examples of unintended consequences of gift limitations.

(Tape 1B, 3.4)

Willie Tiffany, League of Oregon Cities, offered comments regarding the need to expand and clarify legislative or administrative interest issues, expansion and clarifying language around travel issues and travel expense authorizations on a local level.
(Tape 1B, 7.7)
Victoria Narkon, Dept. of Administrative Services and personal interest, offered comments regarding term definitions and the need to add clarifying language to domestic partner definition.

(Tape 1B, 9.7)

Wendy Johnson, Oregon Law Commission, offered comments regarding determining the value of gifts, fact-finding missions definition, single source issues, authorizations and expenses paid by a public body, the revision of the chapter title, and the addition of candidates in the language.

(Tape 1B, 20.3)
Cara Fischer, Association of Oregon Counties, submitted comments through Wendy Johnson in her absence.

(Tape 1B, 20.9)

Paul Cosgrove, Capitol Club lobbyist, offered comments regarding refining the reporting requirements, single source issues, clarification of economic interest, and gift limitation clarification.
(Tape 1B, 29.6)

The Commission recessed from 10:55 to 11:10 a.m. to allow the arrival of anyone else wanting to comment.
(Tape 1B, 30.1)

Stiegler adjourned the rules hearing at 11:11 a.m.
