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Independent. Healthy. Safe.

You could be fi nedYou could be fi ned

up to 

for selling tobacco to minors. 

The sale of tobacco in any form to persons 
younger than age 18 is prohibited by law. Any 
person who knowingly sells, or causes to be sold, 
tobacco to a person younger than age 18 commits 
the crime of endangering the welfare of a minor, 
pursuant to ORS 163.575.

Tobacco retailers in Oregon are being checked by 
law enforcement offi cers.

Valid picture ID showing the customer is age 18 or 
older is required to purchase tobacco in the state 
of Oregon.

Check ID. 

Confi rm identity. 

Calculate age. 

Comply with the law! 

$700 $700 

This notice must be posted pursuant to ORS 431.840
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Under 18? Under 18? 
You can’t sell them 
tobacco —
And they can’t buy
Here’s why: It’s the law!
The Oregon Revised Statutes are 
clear about the legal consequences 
of selling tobacco to minors.

ORS 163.575
Endangering the 
welfare of a minor
A person commits the crime of 
endangering the welfare of a 
minor if the person knowingly 
distributes or sells tobacco in any 
form to a person younger than 
18 years of age. The person also 
commits the crime if they sell any 
device in which tobacco is burned, 
including pipes and cigarette 
rolling papers.

Violation of this crime is 
punishable by a fi ne of not less 
than $100 nor more than $700.

ORS 163.580
Posting of signs concerning 
sale of smoking devices
Any person who sells smoking devices 
must display a sign clearly stating that 
the sale of such devices to persons 
younger than 18 years of age is 
prohibited by law.

ORS 167.400
Tobacco possession 
by minors prohibited
It is unlawful for any person younger 
than 18 years of age to possess 
tobacco products. Any person who 
violates this law commits a violation 
punishable by a fi ne of not more than 
$100.
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A minor acting under the supervision of an 
adult may purchase, attempt to purchase or 
acquire tobacco products for the purpose of 
testing compliance with a federal law, state 
statute, local law or retailer management 
policy limiting or regulating the delivery of 
tobacco products to minors.

ORS 167.402
Locating tobacco vending 
machines where minors have 
access is prohibited
No person shall locate a tobacco vending 
machine in any place legally accessible 
to persons younger than 18 years of age 
(except taverns and cocktail lounges, certain 
industrial plants, hotels, and motels.) Each 
day of violation is punishable by a fi ne of 
not more than $250.

ORS 167.407
Tobacco products must be placed 
behind the counter or under lock 
and key
Prohibits direct access to products by 
customers unless persons younger than age 
18 are prohibited from the establishment.

ORS 431.840
Free distribution to minors is prohibited• 

Post notice• 

Restriction on sales
It is unlawful:

To distribute free tobacco products to • 
persons younger than 18 years of age,

To fail to post a notice in a clearly visible • 
location that says the sale of tobacco to  
persons younger than 18 years of age is 
prohibited, or

To sell cigarettes in any form other than • 
a sealed package.

ORS 431.845
Civil penalty for violation of ORS 
431.840
The civil penalty for violation of any 
provision of ORS 431.840 shall not be less 
than $100 nor exceed $500.

ORS 431.853
Random inspection of sellers of 
tobacco products
The Oregon Department of Human Services 
and law enforcement agencies shall 
conduct random, unannounced inspections 
of tobacco wholesalers and retailers to 
insure compliance with all laws relating to 
sales of tobacco to minors.

DHS: ADDICTIONS AND MENTAL HEALTH DIVISION

under 18.indd   2 5/28/2008   2:02:50 PM



DHS: ADDICTIONS AND MENTAL HEALTH DIVISION

Stop illegal tobacco sales — 
tips for store owners and managers

If a policy matters to managers, 
it matters to employees. Set the 
tone in your store by showing that 
you’re serious about no tobacco 
sales to minors. Schedule an 
employee meeting to train your 
employees on how to comply 
with Oregon law and require 
that all employees attend. Post 
signs in your place of business. 
Have employees sign a written 
agreement. Then offer positive 
reinforcement and ongoing 
reminders.

It is your responsibility to 
communicate the following 
information to each employee.

The law is clear
• Communicate to all employees 

that it is against the law to sell, 
distribute or furnish cigarettes 
or other tobacco products 
to anyone younger than the 
age of 18. Emphasize that 
employees must comply with 
the law. 

• Signs must be posted. 

• Post a sign, visible to customers 
at the counter, clearly stating 
that the sale of tobacco 
products to anyone younger 
than age 18 is prohibited. 

Remember, it is your responsibility to 
make sure you do not sell tobacco 
products to anyone younger than 
age 18.
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• Post the warning sign about fi nes 
in the employees’ break room. 

• Post a sign stating, “It is a 
violation of State Law for 
cigarettes or other tobacco 
products to be sold or 
otherwise provided to any 
person under the age of 18 or 
for such person to purchase, 
attempt to purchase or possess 
cigarettes or other tobacco 
products.” on each tobacco 
display. 

Independent. Healthy. Safe.
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Clerks in violation will be fi ned
• Inform your employees that they can 

be fi ned up to $700 for selling tobacco 
products to anyone younger than the 
age of 18. 

• Make employees aware that the law is 
being enforced. The state is conducting 
random spot checks of retailers. 
Teenagers younger than age 18 are 
accompanying inspectors to test whether 
retailers are likely to sell tobacco 
products to minors.  

Check ID. Confi rm identity. 
Calculate age.
• Remind employees to request picture 

identifi cation (ID) from anyone 
purchasing tobacco that appears to 
be younger than the age of 27. Have 
employees practice a short phrase such 
as “May I see some picture ID, please?” 
Do not simply ask customers their age. 

• Instruct employees on how to read an 
ID. Valid ID includes an Oregon Driver’s 
License, state-issued ID, valid passport, 
or military ID. 

• Instruct employees that checking ID is 
not enough. Clerks must confi rm that 
the identity on the card matches the 
potential customer. Clerks must also 
calculate age. Post signage to help new 
employees with calculation. 

• Instruct employees how to calculate age, 
by subtracting 18 years from the current 
date. For instance, if today is 9-1-2007, 
the customer’s birth date must be 
9-1-1989 or earlier to make him or her 
old enough to buy tobacco. 

• Explain to employees that checking ID 
is the best way to make sure tobacco is 
not sold to anyone younger than age 18. 
Caution employees against relying on 
visual appearances. Height, build, facial 
hair, make-up, clothing and attitude 
may lead employees to assume teens are 
older than they are. 

• Remind employees they cannot sell 
tobacco products to anyone younger 
than the age of 18 even if the youth 
states it is for a parent. A written 
note from a parent or guardian giving 
permission is not acceptable. 

Offer support to help 
clerks comply with the law.
• Watch employees and ask them to 

remind each other to ask for ID. If they 
forget, interrupt the sale and ask the 
buyer yourself, setting an example for 
employees. 

• Have employees practice saying “I’m 
sorry, but I can’t sell tobacco products to 
anyone younger than 18 years of age.” 

• Remind employees that they are obeying 
the law. Make sure they understand you 
will support them if they refuse sale to 
any customer. 

• Reassure employees that checking ID is 
important, no matter how many people 
are in line. Each employee is responsible 
for not selling to anyone younger than 
the age of 18. 
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• Inform employees to tell customers 
who complain about your policy that 
state law prohibits the sale of tobacco 
products to anyone younger than the 
age of 18 and there are penalties for not 
complying with the law. 

• Have employees practice saying, “If I sell 
to you, I can be fi ned up to $700.” 

• Reinforce your policy regularly by 
reminding employees about the law 
at staff meetings, through break room 
notices, signage, newsletters and payroll 
stuffers. Encourage employees to remind 
one another.
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Remember, it is your responsibility to make 
sure you do not sell tobacco products to 
anyone younger than age 18.

Stop illegal tobacco sales — 
employee tips
What does Oregon’s law 
say about tobacco sales to 
minors?
It is illegal to sell tobacco or 
tobacco-related products to 
anyone younger than age 18.

How can I comply 
with the law?
Check ID. Confi rm identity. 
Calculate age.

Check ID of anyone who is 1. 
obviously younger than age 
18. A good rule of thumb is 
to check anyone who appears 
younger than 27.

Confi rm that the ID represents 2. 
the person presenting it.

Calculate the person’s age. If 3. 
the individual is younger than 
age 18, DO NOT sell them 
tobacco.

Additionally, DO NOT feel rushed 
when checking ID, no matter how 
many people are in line. It is your 
job to make sure that you do not 
sell tobacco products to anyone 
younger than age 18.

What is considered valid ID?
Picture identifi cation such as a valid 
Oregon’s driver license, state ID, valid 
passport or military ID is necessary to 
determine the customer’s age.

May I sell tobacco to a child 
who is buying it for a parent?
No! Children may not purchase 
tobacco under any circumstances. 
There are no exceptions. Parents may 
not send children into a store to buy 
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tobacco or give permission through a note. 
In this regard, the law concerning tobacco 
sales is the same as for alcohol sales.

A minor acting under the supervision of an 
adult may purchase, attempt to purchase or 
acquire tobacco products for the purpose 
of testing compliance with a federal, state 
or local law, or a retailer management 
policy limiting or regulating the delivery of 
tobacco products to minors.
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Consider it the easiest sale you NEVER made
It is against the law to sell tobacco products to individuals younger than age 18. This 
includes cigarettes, chewing tobacco, and related products. State law enforcement 
offi cials are aggressively enforcing this law by conducting random checks of retailers 
throughout the state. Sales clerks in violation will be fi ned up to $700.
REMEMBER: If you are a sales clerk, it is your responsibility to make sure you are not 
selling tobacco or tobacco-related products to anyone younger than age 18.

Check ID. 
Confi rm Identity. 
Calculate age. 
Comply with the law! 
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How to read an Oregon IDHow to read an Oregon ID

DHS: ADDICTIONS AND MENTAL HEALTH DIVISION

odls_2.indd   1 6/20/2008   2:29:53 PM



DHS: ADDICTIONS AND MENTAL HEALTHDHS: ADDICTIONS AND MENTAL HEALTH DIVISION

odls_2.indd   2 6/20/2008   2:30:10 PM



DHS: ADDICTIONS AND MENTAL HEALTH

Independent. Healthy. Safe.

Local tobacco coordinatorsLocal tobacco coordinators
Contact your local tobacco 
prevention coordinator for technical 
assistance or further information. 

Baker County Commission 
on Children & Families
541-523-8231

Benton County Health Department
541-766-6250

Clackamas County 
Health Department
503-655-8430

Clatsop County Health Department
503-756-2020 x 546

Crook County Health Department
541-416-2136

Curry County Health Department
541-247-3300

Deschutes County 
Tobacco Prevention
541-322-7481

Douglas County 
Health Department
541-957-3500

Gilliam County Commission 
on Children & Families
541-384-2399

Grant County Mental Health

541-575-1466

Harney Behavioral Health

541-573-8376

Hood River Commission 
on Children & Families
541-386-3335

Jackson County Health Department
541-774-8021
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Jefferson County Health Department
541-475-4456

Josephine County Health Department
541-474-5325

Klamath County Health Department
541-882-8846

Lake County Mental Health
541-947-6021

Lane County Health & Human Services
541-682-4280

Lincoln County Human Services
541-265-4112

Linn County Department 
of Health Services
541-967-3888

Malheur County Health Department
541-889-7279

Marion County Health Department
503-588-5387

Morrow County Health Department
541-676-5421

Multnomah County Health Department
503-988-3663 x 29356

Polk County Health Department
503-623-8175

Tillamook County Health Department
503-542-3900

Umatilla County Health Department
541-278-5432

Union County Center 
of Human Development
541-962-8801

Wallowa County Tobacco Program
541-426-4848

Wasco-Sherman County 
Health Department
541-506-2600

Washington County Health Department
503-846-4402

Wheeler County Health Offi ce
541-763-2725

Yamhill County Health Department
503-434-7375
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