
 

 

Oregon Health Authority
Office of the Director 

500 Summer St. NE, E-20 
Salem, OR 97301 

Voice: 503-947-2340 
Fax: 503-947-2341

Oregon 
Theodore R. Kulongoski, Governor 

August 30, 2010 

 
The Honorable Peter Courtney, Co-Chair 
The Honorable Dave Hunt, Co-Chair 
State Emergency Board 
900 Court Street NE 
H-178 State Capitol 
Salem, OR  97301-4048 

 

Re:   Retroactive Request to Apply - Competitive Grant – Non ARRA Funded 
Epidemiology and Laboratory Capacity for Infectious Diseases (ELC):  
Building and Strengthening Epidemiology, Laboratory and Health 
Information Systems Capacity in State and Local Health Departments 
(OHA-PH-22)   

 

Dear Co-Chairpersons: 

Nature of the Request 

The Oregon Health Authority (OHA) Public Health Division requests retroactive 
permission to apply for federal funds and will seek retroactive approval from the 
Emergency Board to apply for the Affordable Care Act Epidemiology and 
Laboratory Capacity for Infectious Diseases (ELC):  Building and Strengthening 
Epidemiology, Laboratory and Health Information Systems Capacity in State and 
Local Health Departments for federal funds up to $1,200,000. The grant period is 
22 months, beginning September 30, 2010 and ending July 31, 2012.   

The funding is available through the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The request for 
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application was received August 3, 2010, and the application was due on August 
27, 2010.  This grant requires no state matching funds or maintenance of effort.  

Agency Action 

The OHA Public Health Division has received ELC funds from the CDC since 
2001. ELC funding helps prevent disease through enhanced surveillance of known 
and emerging infectious diseases and other public health threats.  In Oregon ELC 
funds have been used to identify outbreaks of illness from foodborne infections, 
monitor influenza-like illness in outpatient settings, track the appearance each year 
of West Nile virus in humans and animals, and develop health information system 
capacity to enable laboratories throughout the state to rapidly report infections of 
public health interest.  The purpose of this funding opportunity is to build upon 
ELC’s investment in state and local health department infrastructure by 
strengthening epidemiology, laboratory, and health information systems capacity 
in state and local public health departments.  This will enhance the ability of public 
health programs to improve health and help restrain the rate of growth of health 
care costs.  

Funding will be used by OHA to improve our health information systems to allow 
us to automate processes for reporting diseases, reduce burden of data entry for 
both local health departments and state staff, and enhance the early detection of 
outbreaks of infectious diseases and the identification of new infectious disease 
threats, such as the recent emergence of a fungus, Cryptococcus gatii, in the Pacific 
Northwest.  

Specifically, funds will be spent in five focus areas: 

OHA presently receives reportable disease data electronically directly from 
hospitals, laboratories and medical examiners, which ensures completeness of 
reporting and reduces the burden of reporting diseases by laboratories.  Electronic 
reporting also reduces the burden of data entry by local and state health department 
staff. This funding will allow us to hire a limited duration research analyst 
experienced in informatics to further refine and simplify reporting and quality 
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control procedures, ultimately leading to an electronic reporting system requiring 
less manual maintenance for daily operation. 

Oregon Administrative Rules require veterinarians to report infections in animals 
that have significance for human health, such as rabies, West Nile, Lyme disease, 
and anthrax.  With this ACA ELC funding we will expand our current electronic 
reporting system to include electronic reporting between veterinary laboratories 
and OHA through small grants to the laboratories, enabling them to reprogram 
current electronic information systems to develop the capacity for electronic data 
transmission. 

Our flagship surveillance application, Oregon Public Health Epi User System 
(ORPHEUS), is a secure, internet-based system for communicable disease 
reporting used by local health departments to report to OHA, which in turn reports 
the data to CDC. ORPHEUS has largely been created by a contractor with funding 
pieced together from various federal funds.   ACA ELC funds will be used to 
secure a contractor to finish development of ORPHEUS, and to hire a second 
limited duration research analyst experienced in informatics to focus on 
improvements to other communicable disease databases that will automate and 
refine several routine surveillance functions, creating efficiencies that reap benefits 
past the project period for this funding. 

OHA currently employs a Public Health Educator to coordinate the work of the 
Oregon Alliance Working for Antibiotic Resistance Education, a coalition of 
health care providers, academic institutions, educators, insurers, and community 
organizations. Its goal is to educate both health care providers and the general 
public about the dangers associated with misuse of antibiotics.  The funding for 
this position runs out at the end of 2010, and we propose to retain this employee 
for the duration of the ACA ELC funding opportunity through July, 2012, in order 
to maintain the work of the coalition. 

A portion of the funding would be used by the OHA State Public Health 
Laboratory to purchase equipment that would automate serotyping of Salmonella 
isolates, reducing the time frame for this procedure from three days to one.  
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Serotyping allows us to identify related strains of Salmonella and is often the first 
step in solving outbreaks related to contaminated food products.  

To accomplish the goals of the ACA ELC grant, OHA Acute and Communicable 
Disease Staff (ACDP) will work with our existing stakeholders, including all 
Oregon local health departments, and participating laboratories and hospitals, on 
the proposed improvements to the existing electronic reporting capacity.  
Additionally, OHA ACDP will work with new stakeholders, the four veterinary 
laboratories, to develop the new veterinary electronic reporting capacity.   

The timeline for proposed grant activities includes the hiring of the two limited 
duration research analysts during the first three months of the grant to work on 
improving ELR procedures, and to work on developing new or improving existing 
communicable disease databases over the duration of the grant project period.  
Existing ELR staff will work with veterinary laboratories over first 12 months of 
funding to expand the existing system to include electronic reporting between 
veterinary labs and OHA.  The Public Health Educator will continue coordinating 
the AWARE coalition and other health education needs related to the grant over 
the 22 month project period.  We anticipate that OHA State Public Health 
Laboratory equipment solicitation and purchase will be accomplished during the 
first six months of the grant. 

This funding opportunity does not require any maintenance of effort by the state. 
There is no expectation that the state will fund these activities or the positions at 
the end of the grant period, and the positions will be eliminated.  The intent of the 
project is to provide one-time funding to build upon ELC’s investment in 
infrastructure in state and local health departments to lead to more rapid response 
to disease outbreaks and better development, implementation and evaluation of 
public health interventions. 

These federal funds will further the OHA mission to assist Oregonians to become 
healthy and safe through enhancement of communicable disease surveillance 
systems that promote early identification of outbreaks and improve the quality of 
data needed for priority setting, policy development, and prevention and control of 
infectious diseases. 
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This grant is not a result of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA). 

Action Requested 

The OHA Public Health Division requests retroactive permission to apply for 
federal funds available through the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Epidemiology and 
Laboratory Capacity for Infectious Diseases (ELC): Building and Strengthening 
Epidemiology, Laboratory and Health Information Systems Capacity in State and 
Local Health Departments for federal funds of up to $1,200,000 for 22 months 
beginning September 30, 2010 and ending July 31, 2012.  If awarded, the OHA 
Public Health Division will evaluate the need for additional expenditure limitation 
or position authority at a future Emergency Board. 

Legislation Affected 

None. 

If you have any questions, please call Dr. Katrina Hedberg at 971-673-1050. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Jim Scherzinger 
Deputy Director of Finance 

 

CC: Linda Ames, Legislative Fiscal Office 
 Sheila Baker, Legislative Fiscal Office 
 Kelly Freels, Department of Administrative Services 
 Blake Johnson, Department of Administrative Services 


