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Poverty in the US—2000 Census and 2005 American Community Survey

State Population Percent of population in Percent of children under
poverty 18 in poverty
2000 2005 2005 | 2000 2005 2005 2000 2005 2005
rank rank* rank*
Alabama 4,447,100 4,442,558 23 16.1% 13.7% 44 21.5% 21.7% 44
Alaska 626,932 641,724 47 9.4% 11.2% 17 11.8% 14.5% 15
Arizona 5,130,632 5,829,839 16 13.9% 14.2% 36 19.3% 20.3% 38
Arkansas 2,673,400 2,701,431 32 15.8% 17.2% 45 21.9% 24.9% 45
California 33,871,648 35,278,768 1 14.2% 13.3% 30 19.5% 18.6% 31
Colorado 4,301,261 4,562,244 22 9.3% 11.1% 15 11.3% 14.2% 14
Connecticut 3,405,565 3,394,751 29 7.9% 8.3% 3 10.4% 11.6% 5
Delaware 783,600 818,587 45 9.2% 10.4% 12 12.3% 14.5% 15
Florida 15,982,378 17,382,511 4 12.5% 12.8% 27 17.6% 17.9% 27
Georgia 8,186,453 8,821,142 9 13.0% 14.4% 37 17.1% 20.2% 37
Hawaii 1,211,537 1,238,158 42 10.7% 9.8% 7 14.1% 12.7% 8
Idaho 1,293,953 1,395,634 39 11.8% 13.9% 34 14.3% 17.7% 26
Illinois 12,419,293 12,440,351 5 10.7% 12.0% 23 14.3% 16.4% 22
Indiana 6,080,485 6,093,372 15 9.5% 12.2% 24 12.2% 16.7% 23
lowa 2,926,324 2,862,541 30 9.1% 10.9% 13 11.0% 14.0% 13
Kansas 2,688,418 2,662,616 33 9.9% 11.7% 20 12.0% 15.1% 19
Kentucky 4,041,769 4,058,633 26 15.8% 16.8% 43 20.8% 22.5% 41
Louisiana 4,468,976 4,389,747 24 19.6% 19.8% 49 26.6% 28.4% 49
Maine 1,274,923 1,283,673 40 10.9% 12.6% 26 13.7% 17.5% 25
Maryland 5,296,486 5,461,318 19 8.5% 8.2% 2 10.7% 10.8% 2
Massachusetts | 6,349,097 6,182,860 13 9.3% 10.3% 11 12.0% 13.6% 11
Michigan 9,938,444 9,865,583 8 10.5% 13.2% 29 13.9% 18.5% 30
Minnesota 4,919,479 4,989,848 21 7.9% 9.2% 5 9.6% 11.6% 5
Mississippi 2,844,658 2,824,156 31 19.9% 21.3% 50 27.0% 30.9% 50
Missouri 5,695,211 5,631,910 18 11.7% 13.3% 30 15.7% 19.0% 33
Montana 902,195 910,651 44 14.6% 14.4% 37 19.0% 20.1% 36
Nebraska 1,711,263 1,706,976 38 9.7% 10.9% 13 12.3% 14.8% 17
Nevada 1,998,257 2,381,281 35 10.5% 11.1% 15 14.0% 14.9% 18
New Hampshire | 1,235,786 1,272,486 41 6.5% 7.5% 1 7.8% 9.4% 1
New Jersey 8,414,350 8,521,427 10 8.5% 8.7% 4 11.1% 11.8% 7
New Mexico 1,819,046 1,887,200 36 18.4% 18.5% 48 25.0% 26.0% 48
New York 18,976,457 18,655,275 3 14.6% 13.8% 33 20.0% 19.4% 34
North Carolina | 8,049,313 8,411,041 11 12.3% 15.1% 39 16.1% 21.3% 39
North Dakota 642,200 609,645 48 11.9% 11.2% 17 14.0% 13.5% 10
Ohio 11,353,140 11,155,606 7 10.6% 13.0% 28 14.4% 18.6% 31
Oklahoma 3,450,654 3,433,496 28 14.7% 16.5% 42 19.6% 23.0% 43
Oregon 3,421,399 3,560,109 27 11.6% 14.1% 35 14.7% 18.4% 29
Pennsylvania 12,281,054 11,979,147 6 11.0% 11.9% 21 14.7% 16.7% 23
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State Population Percent of population in Percent of children under
poverty 18 in poverty
2000 2005 2005 | 2000 2005 2005 | 2000 2005 2005
rank rank* rank*
Rhode Island 1,048,319 1,032,662 43 11.9% 12.3% 25 16.9% 19.5% 35
South Carolina | 4,012,012 4,113,961 25 14.1% 15.6% 41 18.8% 22.7% 42
South Dakota 754,844 746,033 46 13.2% 13.6% 32 17.2% 18.2% 28
Tennessee 5,689,283 5,810,590 17 13.5% 15.5% 40 18.0% 21.4% 40
Texas 20,851,820 22,270,165 2 15.4% 17.6% 46 20.5% 24.9% 45
Utah 2,233,169 2,427,350 34 9.4% 10.2% 9 10.1% 10.9% 3
Vermont 608,827 602,290 49 9.4% 11.5% 19 11.4% 15.4% 21
Virginia 7,078,515 7,332,608 12 9.6% 10.0% 8 12.3% 13.3% ©
Washington 5,894,121 6,146,338 14 10.6% 11.9% 21 13.7% 15.1% 19
West Virginia 1,808,344 1,771,750 37 17.9% 18.0% 47 24.3% 25.6% 47
Wisconsin 5,363,675 5,375,751 20 8.7% 10.2% 9 11.2% 13.9% 12
Wyoming 493,782 495,226 50 11.4% 9.5% 6 14.5% 11.1% 4
us 281,421,906** | 288,378,137 11.6% 13.3% 15.2% 18.5%
* Ranking represents US Census ranking including margin of error
**Includes the District of Columbia
Income and unemployment by state
State Minimum wage Median income Unemployment rate
2006 2006 rank | 2000 2005 2005 rank* | 2000 2005 rank
Alabama None - $34,135 $36,879 46 4.1% 4.0% 11
Alaska $7.15 5 $51,571 $56,234 7 6.2% 6.8% 46
Arizona None -- $40,558 $44,282 25 4.0% 4.7% 20
Arkansas $5.15 18 $32,182 $34,999 48 4.2% 4.9% 24
California $6.75 7 $47,493 $53,629 9 4.9% 5.4% 36
Colorado $5.15 18 $47,203 $50,652 13 2.7% 5.0% 26
Connecticut $7.40 3 $53,935 $60,941 3 2.3% 4.9% 24
Delaware $6.15 14 $47,381 $52,499 10 3.3% 4.2% 15
Florida $6.40 13 $38,819 $42,433 33 3.8% 3.8% 7
Georgia $5.15 18 $42,433 $45,604 23 3.5% 5.3% 33
Hawaii $6.75 7 $49,820 $58,112 4 4.0% 2.8% 1
Idaho $5.15 18 $37,572 $41,443 36 4.6% 3.8% 7
Illinois $6.50 11 $46,590 $50,260 14 4.5% 5.7% 41
Indiana $5.15 18 $41,567 $43,993 26 2.9% 5.4% 36
lowa $5.15 18 $39,469 $43,609 28 2.8% 4.6% 19
Kansas $2.65 40 $40,624 $42,920 31 3.8% 5.1% 31
Kentucky $5.15 18 $33,672 $37,369 44 4.2% 6.1% 43
Louisiana None -- $32,566 $36,729 47 5.0% 71% 47
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State Minimum wage Median income Unemployment rate

2006 2006 rank | 2000 2005 2005 rank* | 2000 2005 rank
Maine $6.50 11 $37,240 $42,801 32 3.3% 4.8% 22
Maryland $6.15 14 $52,868 $61,592 2 3.6% 4.1% 13
Massachusetts | $6.75 7 $50,502 $57,184 5 2.7% 4.8% 22
Michigan $5.15 18 $44,667 $46,039 21 3.7% 6.7% 45
Minnesota $5.25* - $47,111 $52,024 11 3.1% 4.0% 11
Mississippi None -- $31,330 $32,938 50 5.7% 7.9% 48
Missouri $5.15 18 $37,934 $41,974 35 3.3% 5.4% 36
Montana $5.15* - $33,024 $39,301 41 4.8% 4.0% 11
Nebraska $5.15 18 $39,250 $43,841 27 2.8% 3.8% 7
Nevada $5.15 18 $44,581 $49,169 17 4.5% 4.1% 13
New Hampshire | $5.15 18 $49,467 $56,768 6 2.7% 3.6% 5
New Jersey $6.15 14 $55,146 $61,672 1 3.7% 4.4% 17
New Mexico $5.15 18 $34,133 $37,492 43 5.0% 5.3% 33
New York $6.75 7 $43,393 $49,480 15 4.5% 5.0% 26
North Carolina $5.15 18 $39,184 $40,729 38 3.7% 5.2% 32
North Dakota $5.15 18 $46,335 $41,030 37 2.9% 3.4% 2
Ohio $5.15 18 $40,956 $43,493 29 4.0% 5.9% 42
Oklahoma $5.15* - $33,400 $37,063 45 3.1% 4.4% 17
Oregon $7.50 2 $40,916 $42,944 30 5.1% 6.1% 43
Pennsylvania $5.15 18 $40,106 $44,537 24 4.2% 5.0% 26
Rhode Island $7.10 6 $42,090 $51,458 12 4.2% 5.0% 26
South Carolina | None -- $37,082 $39,316 40 3.6% 6.8% 46
South Dakota $5.15 18 $35,282 $40,310 39 2.7% 3.9% 10
Tennessee None - $36,360 $38,874 42 4.0% 5.6% 40
Texas $5.15 18 $39,927 $42,139 34 4.4% 5.3% 33
Utah $5.15 18 $45,726 $47,934 18 3.4% 4.3% 16
Vermont $7.25 4 $40,856 $45,686 22 2.7% 3.5% 3
Virginia $5.15* - $46,677 $54,240 8 2.3% 3.5% 8
Washington $7.63 1 $45,776 $49,262 16 5.0% 5.5% 39
West Virginia $5.15 18 $29,696 $33,452 49 5.5% 5.0% 26
Wisconsin $5.70 17 $43,791 $47,105 19 3.4% 4.7% 20
Wyoming $5.15 18 $37,892 $46,202 20 3.8% 3.6% 5
us $5.15 $41,994 $46,242 4.0% 5.1%
US average $5.76
*Ranking represents US Census ranking including margin of error
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Housing in the US—1990 and 2000 US Census

Percent of renters spending Percent of homeowners Homeownership

more than 30% of their spending more than 30% of

income on rent their income on mortgage

1990 2000 2000 1990 2000 2000 1990 2000 2000

rank rank rank

Alabama 45.2% 47.6% 43 17.3% 20.0% 18 70.5% 72.5% 5
Alaska 44.7% 46.8% 41 21.0% 23.5% 36 56.1% 62.5% 44
Arizona 47.8% 46.3% 38 24.1% 23.5% 36 64.2% 68.0% 31
Arkansas 49.0% 46.4% 89 19.1% 18.4% 13 69.6% 69.4% 22
California 50.0% 47.7% 44 30.2% 32.0% 50 55.6% 56.9% 48
Colorado 42.6% 44.0% 27 22.4% 24.2% 40 62.2% 67.3% 36
Connecticut 43.5% 43.0% 22 24.9% 24.5% 41 65.6% 66.8% 38
Delaware 40.5% 41.7% 16 15.5% 19.8% 17 70.2% 72.3% 7
Florida 48.0% 48.4% 45 22.8% 25.8% 44 67.2% 70.1% 17
Georgia 43.8% 44.0% 28 19.9% 21.9% 29 64.9% 67.5% 34
Hawaii 51.7% 52.3% 50 20.6% 30.4% 49 53.9% 56.5% 49
Idaho 41.2% 45.2% B85 15.2% 21.0% 26 70.1% 72.4% 6
Illinois 43.3% 41.6% 15 17.0% 21.7% 27 64.2% 67.3% 36
Indiana 40.5% 40.6% © 12.7% 16.6% 6 70.1% 71.4% 13
lowa 39.6% 39.3% 5 12.8% 14.6% 1 70.0% 72.3% 7
Kansas 41.2% 39.7% 6 14.7% 15.8% 8 67.9% 69.2% 24
Kentucky 44.9% 44.2% 30 15.0% 18.0% 11 69.6% 70.8% 15
Louisiana 51.9% 49.5% 48 21.1% 20.4% 19 65.9% 67.9% 32
Maine 45.2% 43.0% 21 19.6% 20.8% 23 70.5% 71.6% 11
Maryland 40.4% 41.2% 11 18.9% 23.4% 85 65.0% 67.7% 39
Massachusetts | 44.0% 42.5% 20 24.2% 23.2% 34 59.3% 61.7% 45
Michigan 46.8% 41.9% 17 16.2% 18.4% 13 71.0% 73.8% 8
Minnesota 43.2% 40.0% 8 15.7% 17.0% 7 71.8% 74.6%
Mississippi 51.7% 49.1% 46 22.3% 22.7% 31 71.5% 72.3% 7
Missouri 23.3% 41.5% 13 14.4% 17.1% 8 68.8% 70.3% 16
Montana 44.5% 46.4% 40 16.6% 22.0% 30 67.3% 69.1% 25
Nebraska 38.0% 38.1% 2 14.0% 16.3% 5 66.5% 67.4% 35
Nevada 49.7% 44.6% 33 23.8% 28.4% 47 54.8% 60.9% 46
New Hampshire | 42.4% 38.5% 3 28.3% 22.7% 31 68.2% 69.7% 21
New Jersey 43.2% 43.2% 24 27.3% 28.8% 48 64.9% 65.6% 40
New Mexico 47.5% 49.3% 47 20.7% 23.0% 33 67.4% 70.0% 18
New York 44.9% 46.9% 42 23.5% 27.1% 46 52.2% 47.0% 50
North Carolina 42.6% 44.0% 26 17.9% 21.7% 27 68.0% 69.4% 22
North Dakota 42.2% 38.9% 4 14.9% 14.6% 1 65.6% 66.6% 39
Ohio 42.5% 41.3% 12 14.4% 19.3% 15 67.5% 69.1% 25
Oklahoma 45.2% 44.5% 32 17.6% 17.7% 10 68.1% 68.4% 27
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Percent of renters spending Percent of homeowners Homeownership

more than 30% of their spending more than 30% of

income on rent their income on mortgage

1990 2000 2000 1990 2000 2000 1990 2000 2000

rank rank rank

Oregon 42.0% 45.5% 36 18.6% 25.4% 43 63.1% 64.3% 42
Pennsylvania 44.2% 43.8% 25 17.4% 21.6% 26 70.6% 71.3% 14
Rhode Island 45.3% 43.0% 23 23.9% 25.1% 42 59.5% 60.0% 47
South Carolina | 43.4% 45.9% 37 18.2% 20.7% 20 69.8% 72.2% 10
South Dakota 42.2% 40.0% 7 14.8% 20.7% 20 66.1% 68.2% 29
Tennessee 70.7% 44.1% 29 17.6% 20.7% 20 68.0% 69.9% 20
Texas 41.7% 42.2% 19 19.4% 19.6% 16 60.9% 63.8% 43
Utah 38.3% 41.9% 18 17.1% 23.9% 39 68.1% 71.5% 12
Vermont 45.5% 44.3% 31 21.9% 23.5% 36 69.0% 72.6% 4
Virginia 42.8% 41.6% 14 20.9% 21.0% 24 66.3% 68.1% 30
Washington 42.1% 45.0% 34 16.8% 26.4% 45 62.6% 64.6% 41
West Virginia 51.3% 51.4% 49 13.5% 17.1% 8 74.1% 75.2% 1
Wisconsin 40.0% 37.5% 1 15.4% 18.2% 12 66.7% 68.4% 27
Wyoming 41.1% 40.8% 10 13.7% 15.8% 3 67.8% 70.0% 18
us 44.8% 44.4% 20.1% 22.6% 64.2% 66.2%

1 lowest 1 lowest 1 highest

Public assistance by state— 1990 and 2000 US Census

Percent of population receiving Average amount of public assistance

public assistance

1990 2000 2000 rank 1990 2000 2000 rank
Alabama 8.7 2.2 49 NA $2,108 44
Alaska 7.9 8.7 1 NA $4,436 3
Arizona 6.1 2.9 30 NA $2,596 20
Arkansas 8.8 2.9 30 NA $2,188 39
California 9.4 4.9 4 NA $4,819 1
Colorado 5.5 2.5 43 NA $2,420 29
Connecticut 5.5 3.7 13 NA $3,611 8
Delaware 5.2 2.7 40 NA $2,516 26
Florida 5.8 2.8 36 NA $2,449 27
Georgia 8.2 2.9 30 NA $2,261 36
Hawaii 6.8 7.2 2 NA $4,616 2
Idaho 9.8 3.4 18 NA $1,824 49
lllinois 7.3 3.3 21 NA $2,632 25
Indiana 5.4 2.6 41 NA $2,186 40
lowa 5.8 2.9 30 NA $2,5655 21
Kansas 5.1 2.4 46 NA $2,372 31
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Percent of population receiving Average amount of public assistance

public assistance

1990 2000 2000 rank 1990 2000 2000 rank
Kentucky 9.6 3.8 11 NA $2,174 41
Louisiana 10.9 8.3 21 NA $1,985 46
Maine 7.9 4.8 6 NA $2,173 42
Maryland 6.0 2.4 46 NA $2,729 16
Massachusetts | 7.7 2.9 30 NA $3,894 5
Michigan 9.6 3.6 14 NA $2,672 18
Minnesota 6.0 3.4 18 NA $3,094 10
Mississippi 13.0 8.5 16 NA $1,919 48
Missouri 6.9 3.4 18 NA $2,292 33
Montana 6.8 8.8 21 NA $2,436 28
Nebraska 5.1 2.8 36 NA $2,324 32
Nevada 4.7 2.3 48 NA $2,809 14
New Hampshire | 4.0 3.0 28 NA $2,609 19
New Jersey 5.7 2.8 36 NA $3,162 9
New Mexico 8.2 4.7 8 NA $2,871 12
New York 9.1 4.9 4 NA $3,699 6
North Carolina | 6.9 2.8 36 NA $2,276 35
North Dakota 6.2 2.9 30 NA $2,652 22
Ohio 8.4 3.2 24 NA $2,550 23
Oklahoma 7.3 5.1 3 NA $1,504 50
Oregon 6.1 3.6 14 NA $2,697 17
Pennsylvania 7.4 3.1 26 NA $2,848 13
Rhode Island 7.8 4.6 9 NA $4,185 4
South Carolina | 7.8 2.5 43 NA $2,145 43
South Dakota 6.7 3.0 28 NA $2,189 38
Tennessee 8.4 8.5 16 NA $1,984 47
Texas 6.7 3.2 24 NA $2,285 34
Utah BR5 3.1 26 NA $2,878 11
Vermont 7.2 4.8 6 NA $2,780 15
Virginia 5.4 2.5 43 NA $2,242 37
Washington 6.7 3.8 11 NA $3,679 7
West Virginia 9.7 4.0 10 NA $2,019 45
Wisconsin 7.3 1.7 50 NA $2,633 24
Wyoming 5.8 2.6 41 NA $2,403 30

7.5 3.4 NA $3,032

1 =highest 1 =highest
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