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Position Statement

Standardized Hearing Test Best for Consumers

The Oregon Advisory Council on Hearing Aids recommends that all licensed
Hearing Aid Specialists in Oregon use a standardized hearing test to measure the
hearing level of consumers.

Hearing tests, known as “audiograms,” measure a person’s ability to hear sounds
based on the frequency (pitch) and decibel level (loudness) of sounds.

While the tendency is to think that the only factor in hearing loss is loudness, there
are actually two factors involved: loudness and clarity. Loss generally occurs first
in the high pitch, quiet range. A mild loss can cause one to miss 25-40 percent of
speech, depending on the noise level of the surroundings and distance from the
speaker. When there is background noise it becomes difficult to hear well; the
speech may be audible but may not be understandable. Hearing loss may have an
even greater affect on children than adults. The degree of hearing loss does not
necessarily reflect the degree of impairment.

The Council believes that consumers are best served if the audiogram used by
Hearing Aid Specialists contains a uniform set of measurement standards. These
standards are the following:

DEGREES OF HEARING LOSS

LossindB HL* | Degree of Loss Criteria
0-24 Normal No loss
25 _ 40 Mild Loss Faint or dlst_ant sp(_aech may be difficult to hear.
Lip reading can be helpful.
Conversational speech can be understood at a
distance of three to five feet. As much as 50% of
41 - 55 Moderate Loss . - h . . .
discussions may be missed if the voices are faint or
not in line of vision.
Moderately Speech must be loud in order to be understood;
56 - 70 . . X e
Severe group discussions will be difficult to follow.
71-90 Severe Loss Voices may be heard from a distance of about
one (1) foot from the ear.
Loud sounds may be heard, but vibrations will be
91 — plus Profound Loss felt more than tones heard. Vision, rather than
hearing, is the primary avenue for communication.

*Decibel hearing loss
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Protecting the health and safety of Oregon citizens through uniform regulatory standards for health and related professions.
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In developing these standards, the Council has reviewed various audiograms
currently in use by practitioners and by the State of Oregon through the Oregon
Health Plan. The Council has also considered external information from other
hearing-related organizations such as the Oregon Board of Examiners of Speech-
Language Pathology and Audiology and Self Help for Hard of Hearing Oregon.

The Council recommends incorporating these standards into Oregon Administrative
Rules and encourages public comment during the rulemaking process.



