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HEART ATTACK 
 
What is Heart Attack?* 
A heart attack (myocardial infarction, or 
MI) occurs when one or more of the 
coronary arteries are blocked. The 
coronary arteries supply the heart with 
oxygen-rich blood.  A blockage usually 
occurs when plaque inside the coronary 
artery breaks open and a blood clot forms 
around it.  The plaque and blood clot 
obstruct blood flow to the heart muscle 
cells, depriving them of oxygen and other 
nutrients. Without blood supply, the heart 
muscle cells die.  If a large area of the 
heart is damaged by a heart attack, it can 
cause sudden death. Heart attack 
requires immediate treatment to 
restore blood flow. 

See Healthwise for additional information 
on heart attack. 

*Adapted with permission from Healthwise® 
Knowledgebase, © 1995-2005 Healthwise, 
Incorporated, P.O. Box 1989, Boise, Idaho 83701.  
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
 

What do these indicators 
mean? 
Volume.  In contrast with some of the 
surgical procedures included in this report, 
volume is not reported for conditions.  
Please refer to the background 
information for more information on 
volume indicators. 

Death Rate.  The heart attack death rate 
is the percent of patients admitted for 
heart attack who died in the hospital.  
Patients who were transferred from 
another hospital are excluded from this 
calculation. However, some patients are 
sicker or more difficult to treat, and some 
hospitals admit more of these complex 
patients than others.  Each hospital’s 
death rate is adjusted to help account for 
differences in these factors, but keep in 
mind that the adjustment is not perfect.  
The adjusted death rate is presented in 
the displays that follow. 

The average death rate for heart attack in 
the United States was 10.3% in 2002.  In 
Oregon, the death rate was 9.8% in 
2004.  This report uses the statewide 
average as the reference rate. 

Margin of Error 
Gray lines are displayed with each 
hospital rate.  These lines represent the 
amount of random variation or “noise” in 
the data.  If the gray line crosses the 
state average, the hospital rate is “within 
the margin of error” and therefore not 
statistically different than the state 
average for this procedure. The margin of 
error is wider for hospitals with fewer 
heart attack patients. 
 

What do the symbols mean? 
The symbols on this chart tell you which 
differences are large enough to be 
considered “statistically significant,” or 
outside the “margin of error”.  Statistical 
differences are based on the margin of 
errors described above. 

• If a hospital’s rate is significantly 
lower than the state average, it gets 
a plus symbol ⊕  

• If a hospital’s rate is significantly 
higher than the state average, it gets 
a cross symbol ⊗ 

• If a hospital’s rate is statistically 
neither higher nor lower than the 
state average (within the margin of 
error), no symbol is shown. 

 

Other Data and Information 
The U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services sponsors an information 
source on the web, Hospital Compare.  On 
this website, you will see how often 
hospitals provide some of the 
recommended care for a heart attack, 
heart failure, or pneumonia.  You can 
search by state, county, city, or zip code 
at the Hospital Compare website. 

http://www.hospitalcompare.hhs.gov/
http://www.healthwise.net/ohppr/Content/StdDocument.aspx?DOCHWID=tx2300&SECHWID=tx2303
http://www.healthwise.org/
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http://egov.oregon.gov/DAS/OHPPR/RSCH/hospitalqualitytech.shtml
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http://egov.oregon.gov/DAS/OHPPR/RSCH/hospitalqualitycomments.shtml#AMI_OHSU
http://egov.oregon.gov/DAS/OHPPR/RSCH/hospitalqualitycomments.shtml#AMI_TualityHC
http://egov.oregon.gov/DAS/OHPPR/RSCH/hospitalqualitycomments.shtml#AMI_SacH
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http://egov.oregon.gov/DAS/OHPPR/RSCH/hospitalqualitycomments.shtml#AMI_RVMC
http://egov.oregon.gov/DAS/OHPPR/RSCH/hospitalqualitycomments.shtml#AMI_ThRCH
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