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Oregon Board of Medical Examiners 
BOARD ACTION REPORT 

January 16, 2007 – February 15, 2007 
 
The information contained in this report summarizes new interim and final actions taken by the 
Oregon Board of Medical Examiners between January 16, 2007 – February 15, 2007.   
 
Scanned copies of Interim Stipulated Orders, Orders of Emergency Suspension, Stipulated Orders, 
Final Orders, Termination Orders, Modification Orders and Voluntary Limitations are included at 
the end of this report in the order that they appear in the report.  These orders are marked with an * 
asterisk.  Scanned copies of Corrective Action Orders are not posted as they are not 
disciplinary action and impose no practice limitations. Complaint and Notices of Proposed 
Disciplinary Action are not listed in this report as they are not final actions by the Board. Both 
Orders, however, are public and are available upon request as described below.   
 
Printed copies of the Board Orders listed below are available to the public.  To obtain a printed 
copy of a Board Order, please complete a service request form on the Board's web site, submit it 
with the $10.00 fee per licensee and mail to:           

Oregon Board of Medical Examiners 
1500 SW 1st Ave, Ste 620 

Portland, OR 97201 
 
Copies of the Orders listed below are mailed to Oregon hospitals where the Licensee had self-
reported that he/she has privileges.   
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

*GEVURTZ, John Milton, MD; MD06871; Portland, OR 
The Board issued an Order Terminating Interim Stipulated Order on February 7, 2007. This Order 
terminated Licensee's June 7, 2006 Interim Stipulated Order. This action was taken as a result of Licensee's 
retirement.  
 
*GROBOVSKY, Laura Vanini, MD; MD22573; Johnson City, TN 
The Board issued an Order Modifying Final Order on February 10, 2007. This Order terminated Term 4 of 
Licensee's July 14, 2005 Final Order which suspended Licensee's Oregon license until she complied with 
various terms. Licensee's suspension has been terminated.  
 
*HUDSON, Peter Christian, MD; MD13138; CORVALLIS, OR 
Licensee entered into a Stipulated Order with the Board on February 1, 2007. This Order returned Licensee 
back to practice under the following terms: reprimand; no self prescribing; remain enrolled in the Health 
Professionals Program; notify all employers of this existence of order; Licensee to report to HPP all 
medications that are prescribed or taken by him; Licensee will report to all of his treating physicians which 
medications he is taking.  
 
*ILLINGWORTH, DAVID ROGER, MD; MD10576; PORTLAND, OR 
A Final Order of denial of Applicant's reactivation request was issued by the Board on January 22, 2007. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
    
If you have any questions regarding this service, please call the Board at (971) 673-2700 or toll-
free within Oregon at (877) 254-6263.  
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BEFORE THE

BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

STATE OF OREGON

In the Matter of

JOHN MILTON GEVURTZ, MD
LICENSE NO. MDO6871

ORDER TERMINATING
INTERIM STIPULATED ORDER

)
)
)
)
)

1 .

On June 7,2006, John Milton Gevurtz, MD (Licensee) entered into an Interim Stipulated

Order with the Board of Medical Examiners (Board). In this Order Licensee agreed to withdraw

from the practice of medicine during the Board's investigation regarding Licensee's personal

health concems that may have impacted his ability to safely and competently practice medicine.

On January 1g,2007, Licensee submitted a written request to retire his Oregon medical license

effective immediatelv.

2 .

As a result of Licensee's retirement, the Board does hereby order that the June 7 ,2006

Interim Stipulated Order be terminated effective the date this Order is signed by the Board Chair.

IT IS SO ORDERED THIS -7gday of Fe)^' ,2007 .

BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

DAVID G. WATT, MD
BOARD CHAIR

Page 1 - ORDER TERMINATING INTERIM STIPULATED ORDER - John Milton Gevurtz, MD
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13. Dr. Illingworth underwent another MRI scan of the brain in the spring of
2006. This scan showed further atrophy since the 2002 scan. (Tr. at 52-53) In Dr.
Quinn's opinion, Dr. Illingworth currently presents a potential danger to patients because
of his dementia and his lack of insight into his disability. (Tr. at 53-54.)

14. Alzheimer's disease is the most common form of dementia. The disease is
progressive and marked by increasing cognitive decline. Progression of symptoms
corresponds in a general way to the underlying nerve cell degeneration that takes place.
Nerve cell damage generally begins with cells involved in learning and memory and
gradually spreads to cells that control all aspects of thinking, judgment and behavior.
Eventually, the damage affects cells that control and coordinate movement. (Ex. A1 1.)

15. Dr. Illingworth's cognitive function has not improved since he resigned his
medical license in2004. (Tr. at 53-54.)

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. Dr. Illingworth has a condition (dementia) which does or might impair his
ability to safely and skillfully practice medicine.

2. Dr.Illingworth currently lacks the capacity to practice medicine.

3. The Board is entitled to deny Dr. Illingworth's application for reactivation of
his Oregon license to practice medicine.

OPINION

Pursuant to ORS 677.I90, the Board is entitled to refuse to grant, or may suspend
or revoke a license of a physician to practice medicine for any of several delineated
reasons. In this case, the Board bases its decision to deny Dr. Illingworth's application on
the following statutory provisions :

(lXa) Unprofessional or dishonorable conduct, as defined by ORS
677.188@)(a).
: f { < *

(15) Incapacity to practice medicine or podiatry.

The Board alleged at the hearing that Dr. Illingworth has an incipient
neurodegenerative disease, a dementia, and that this condition impairs his ability to safely
and skillfully practice medicine. The Board further alleged that Dr. Illingworth's
condition is progressive and shows no evidence of improvement. As the proponent of
this position, the Board bears the burden on presenting evidence. ORS 153.450(2);
Harris v. SAIF, 292 Or 683, 690 (1952\.

Dr. Illingworth acknowledges that he has this condition, but nevertheless
maintains that he is safe to see patients and to conduct clinical research in the area of

In the Matter of David Roger lllingworth, MD - Final Order
Page 4 of 7
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lipidology. Dr. Illingworth seeks reinstatement of his license to continue with a focused
practice in this area.

Unprofessional or dishonorable conduct

The definition of "unprofessional or dishonorable conduct" is set out at ORS
677.188(4). It provides, in relevant part:

'Unprofessional or dishonorable conduct'means conduct unbecoming a
person licensed to practice medicine or podiatry, or detrimental to the
best interests of the public, and includes:

(a) Any conduct or practice contrary to recognized standards of ethics
of the medical or podiatric profession or any conduct or practice which
does or might constitute a danger to the health or safety of a patient or
the public or any conduct, practice or condition which does or might
impair a physician's or podiatric physician and surgeon's ability safely
and skillfully to practice medicine or podiatry;

As noted above, the Board finds that Dr. Illingworth's diagnosed dementia
condition does or might impair his ability to safely and skillfully practice medicine. The
expert medical evidence in the record supports this position. lndeed, both Dr. Quinn and
Dr' Knopman found that Dr. Illingworth had significant deficits in memory andianguage
ability. Both neurologists recognized that Dr. Illingworth's lack of insight into his
condition prevented him from monitoring his conduct and compensating for his deficits
in memory and processing. In 2004,Dr. Quinn opined that Dr. Illingworth's condition
prevented him from safely and skillfully practicing medicine. At hearing, Dr. Quinn
confirmed his assessment that Dr. Illingworth's dementia continues to progress, rendering
him potentially dangerous to patients. Given this evidence, the Board igr-"r with the
conclusion of ALJ Webster that the Board is justified in refusing to reinstate Dr.
Illingworth's license to practice medicine under oRS 677.190(1)(a), as defined by
677. I 88(a)(a).

Incapacity

The Board also asserted at the hearing that, under oRS 677.190(15), Dr.
Illingworth lacks the capacity to practice medicine. Black's Law Dictionary 775 (8th ed.
2004) defines "incapacity" as "lack of physical or mental capabilities," and "disability."

It is undisputed that Dr. Illingworth is a nationally recognized expert in the
treatment of lipid disorders. Prior to his retirement in 2004, Dr. Illingworth had a long
and distinguished career as a clinician and faculty member at OHSU. At this point,
however, ALJ Webster found that a preponderance of the evidence establishes that Dr.
Illingworth's dementia has progressed to the point that he is no longer mentally capable
of practicing medicine. The Board agrees with this finding. As noted above, both Dr.
Quinn and Dr. Knopman found that, as of mid-2004,Dr.Illingworth's cognitive

In the Matter of David Roger lllingworth, MD -- Final Order
Page 5 of7
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dysfunction rendered him incapable of retuming to work as a practicing physician. His
condition has not improved since that time. Consequently, the Board is also justified in
denying Dr. Illingworth's application for reinstatement of his medical license under ORS
671.190(15), based on his incapacity to practice medicine.

FINAL ORDER

The Board issues the following order:

Dr. Illingworth's application for reactivation of his Oregon medical license is
DENIED.

n
n-rnN

DATED this day of January,2007.

BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

State of Oreson

Right to Judicial Review

NOTICE: You are entitled to judicial review of this Order. Juclicial review may be

obtained by filing a petition for review with the Oregon Court of Appeals within 60 days

after thefinal order is served upon you. See ORS 183.482. If this Order was personally

delivered to you, the date of service is the day it was mailed, not the day you received it.

If you do not file a petitionfor judicial review within the 60 days time period, you will

lose your right to appeal.

In the Matter of David Roger lllingworth, MD - Final Order
Page 6 of7

DAVID R. GRUBE, MD
BOARD CHAIR
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Ex. A2:

Ex. '{3:

Ex. A5:

Ex. .{6:

Ex. A7:

Ex. A8:

Ex .  A1 1 :

Ex .  A13:

Ex. R5:

APPENDIX A
LIST OF EXHIBITS CITED

Stipulated Order, dated 3 17 102

Complaint and Notice of Proposed Disciplinary Action, dated
t1t09t0I

Affidavit for Reactivation of License, dated 5/18/05

Letters from.the Board to Dr. Illingworth, various dates

Letters between OHSU and Dr. Illingworth, dated 8111104 and
8/r2t04

Letters and records from Joseph Quinn, MD and David S.
Knopman, MD

Information on Alzheimer's disease

Lipid Clinic News, Dedication to Dr. Roger Illingworth, dated7106

Certificate, American Board of Clinical Lipidology

In the Matter of David Roger lllingworth, MD -- Final Order
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