Oregon Board of Medical Examiners

BOARD ACTION REPORT
January 16, 2007 — February 15, 2007

The information contained in this report summarizes new interim and final actions taken by the
Oregon Board of Medical Examiners between January 16, 2007 — February 15, 2007.

Scanned copies of Interim Stipulated Orders, Orders of Emergency Suspension, Stipulated Orders,
Final Orders, Termination Orders, Modification Orders and VVoluntary Limitations are included at
the end of this report in the order that they appear in the report. These orders are marked with an *
asterisk. Scanned copies of Corrective Action Orders are not posted as they are not
disciplinary action and impose no practice limitations. Complaint and Notices of Proposed
Disciplinary Action are not listed in this report as they are not final actions by the Board. Both
Orders, however, are public and are available upon request as described below.

Printed copies of the Board Orders listed below are available to the public. To obtain a printed
copy of a Board Order, please complete a service request form on the Board's web site, submit it
with the $10.00 fee per licensee and mail to:
Oregon Board of Medical Examiners
1500 SW 1st Ave, Ste 620
Portland, OR 97201

Copies of the Orders listed below are mailed to Oregon hospitals where the Licensee had self-
reported that he/she has privileges.

*GEVURTZ, John Milton, MD; MD06871; Portland, OR

The Board issued an Order Terminating Interim Stipulated Order on February 7, 2007. This Order
terminated Licensee's June 7, 2006 Interim Stipulated Order. This action was taken as a result of Licensee's
retirement.

*GROBOVSKY, Laura Vanini, MD; MD22573; Johnson City, TN

The Board issued an Order Modifying Final Order on February 10, 2007. This Order terminated Term 4 of
Licensee's July 14, 2005 Final Order which suspended Licensee's Oregon license until she complied with
various terms. Licensee's suspension has been terminated.

*HUDSON, Peter Christian, MD; MD13138; CORVALLIS, OR

Licensee entered into a Stipulated Order with the Board on February 1, 2007. This Order returned Licensee
back to practice under the following terms: reprimand; no self prescribing; remain enrolled in the Health
Professionals Program; notify all employers of this existence of order; Licensee to report to HPP all
medications that are prescribed or taken by him; Licensee will report to all of his treating physicians which
medications he is taking.

*ILLINGWORTH, DAVID ROGER, MD; MD10576; PORTLAND, OR
A Final Order of denial of Applicant's reactivation request was issued by the Board on January 22, 2007.

If you have any questions regarding this service, please call the Board at (971) 673-2700 or toll-
free within Oregon at (877) 254-6263.
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BEFORE THE
BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
STATE OF OREGON

In the Matter of

JOHN MILTON GEVURTZ, MD
LICENSE NO. MD06871

ORDER TERMINATING
INTERIM STIPULATED ORDER

1.
On June 7, 2006, John Milton Gevurtz, MD (Licensee) entered into an Interim Stipulated

Order with the Board of Medical Examiners (Board). In this Order Licensee agreed to withdraw
from the practice of medicine during the Board’s investigation regarding Licensee’s personal
health concemns that may have impacted his ability to safely and competently practice medicine.
On January 19, 2007, Licensee submitted a written request to retire his Oregon medical license
effective immediately.
2.
As a result of Licensee’s retirement, the Board does hereby order that the June 7, 2006

Interim Stipulated Order be terminated effective the date this Order is signed by the Board Chair.

IT IS SO ORDERED THIS 2 b'%‘day of Bl , 2007.

BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
State of Oregon

/
j <
(’\B(Um{g( A AVSr VRS

DAVID G. WATT, MD
BOARD CHAIR
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1 BEFORE THE

2 BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
3 STATE OF OREGON
4 In the Matter of )
)
5 LAURA VANINL GROBOVSKY,MD ) ORDER MODIFYING FINAL ORDER
6 LICENSE NO. MD22573 )
)
7 1.

8 On July 14, 2005 the Board of Medical Examiners (Board) issued a Final Order regarding
9 Laura Vanini Grobovsky, MD (Licensee). This Order reprimanded Licensee and placed several
10 conditions on her license, including Term 4 which suspended her license until she complied with

11 various conditions related to the completion of a multi-disciplinary evaluation. Licensee has
12 requested that the Board terminate Term 4 of this Order due to her compliance with this term and
13 that her suspension be terminated.
14 Term 4 of the July 14, 2005 Final Order reads as follows:
15 4. Dr. Grobovsky’s Oregon medical license is suspended for a minimum of 30 days,
16 effective immediately. This suspension will remain in effect until the following
conditions are satisfied:
17 a. Dr. Grobovsky fully complies with the Board’s order to undergo a
comprehensive multi-disciplinary evaluation at a health care facility
18 approved by the Board's Medical Director. Before the Board considers the
19 evaluation complete, the Board must receive the entire evaluation report
and have the opportunity to review it no less than 10 days prior to the next
20 scheduled quarterly Board meeting.
b. The evaluation report must conclude that Dr. Grobovsky is safe to practice
21 medicine.
c. Dr. Grobovsky must demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Board that she
22 is in full compliance with any treatment and monitoring recommendations
23 (if any) contained in the multi-disciplinary evaluation report.
d. Dr. Grobovsky must sign releases to allow for full communication
24 between the evaluators and the Board.
€. Dr. Grobovsky will abstain from the consumption of ethanol or any
25 controlled substance not prescribed by her treating physician. Dr.
26 Grobovsky will fully cooperate with any random or no notice directed
testing for alcohol or controlled substances ordered by the Board’s
27 Compliance Officer.

f. Dr. Grobovsky will pay the costs of the evaluation.

PAGE 1 - ORDER MODIFYING FINAL ORDER — Laura V. Grobovsky, MD




2.

Having ful]y'cdhéiglere\a Licensee’s request, including the fact that she has undergone a
multi-disciplinary evaluation at an approved health care facility, the Board does hereby order that
Term 4 of the July 14, 2005 Final Order be terminated effective the date this Order 1s signed by
the Board Chair. All other terms of this Final Order are unchanged and remain in full force and

effect.

IT IS SO ORDERED this | o™ day of '\—g.i,\ﬂmmﬂ,s ,2007.

BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
State of Oregon

X QMNM’\,M@&M

DAVID G. WATT, MD
12 Board Chair

PAGE 2 - ORDER MODIFYING FINAL ORDER — Laura V. Grobovsky, MD




91/31/2087 14:31 5417574862 PCHUDSDN PAGE ©82/084

19

81/31/2007 14:04 FAX 54) 481 2282 WAWNSQH LATIRD e .31-0

1 BEFORE 'THE
2 BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
3 STATE OF OREGON’
4 in the Matier of ;
5 PETER CHRISTIAN HUDSON, MD ) STIPI JL/\TL'D ORDER

6 LICENSE NQ. MD 13138 ;
7
8 1.

The Bosr! of Modical Bxamincrs (Board) Is the statc agency responsible for liconsing,
regulating and disciplining‘cenain health care providers, including physiciums, in the state of

Oregon, Peter Christian Hudson, MD (Licensec) is a licensed physician in the state of

VOmgon.

2.

The Board opencd an investigation on Licensee upon recciving information that
Liccnsce hud engaged in (hé theft of samples of modafinil (Provigil, Schedule IV controficd
substance), 4 psychostimulant. The investiyation revenled that Licenscee wrongfully took two
hoxes of sumples of Provigil from a sleep study clinic outside of his practice but owned by his
cmployer, the Corvallis Clinic, on a Sunday evening in June of 2006 for his own usc,
Licensce rcporis (hat he (ook the samples hecause his prescription for Provigil would yun out
while he was would be on an upcoming vication. This conduct is of particular concem in
view of Licensee’s health history, which includes substance dependence. Licensee’s recovery
and hility to practice medicine safely is diroctly related to his abilily und witlingness to

emain nbaum.m from controlled substances, alcohol, and all other nonproscribed mmd-

'a!termg eubwlunccs Licensce’s condud subjects bim to diseiplinary action pursuant lo ORS

677.205 for violating the Medical Practice Act, to wit: ORS 677.19((1 Xa) unprofessional or

PAGE 1 - STIPULATED ORDER  Poter Chyistian ludson, MD
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dishonorabic conduct. as defined in ORS 677.188(4)(n).

-

2 3.
3 License and the Board desire to scttle this mattcr by entry of this Stipulated Order.
4 Licensec understands that he has the right to a contested casc hearing under the
5 Administrative Procedures Act (chﬂﬁter 183), Oregon Revised Statutes. Licensce fully and
G fioally walves the right to a contested casc hearing and any appcal therefrom by the signing of
7 and entry of this Order in the Board's records. Liconsoe stipulates that he engaged in the
s' conduct descrihed in paragraph 2 above and that this conduct violated the Medical Practice
) Act, 1o wit: ORS 677.190( t)(=) unprofessional or dishonorable conduct, as defined in ORS
10 677.188(4)(n). Licongec also understands that this Ornderis a ;iublic record and 1s &
it disciplinury action that is reportable lo.(hc National Practitioner Data Bank
12 4.
13 Licensce and the Board agres (0 resolve this matter by the entry of this %pulatcd
14 Order, Licensee is placed on probntinn subjeet fo the following terms and conditions:
15 5.1 Licensed is reprimanded.
16 52 Licensee will not self prescribo or self medicate with any preseription
17 medication.
I8 53 Licensee will romain cnrotled in good standing and in ful} complizncs with the
19 . Omwn Health Professionals Program (HPP) for as lohy a8 Licensco retains a licensc to
20 practice medicine in the staic of Oregon. .
21 54  Licensee wifl inform HPP in wriling within 48 hours of all medications that arc

22 prescribed or taken by him. Licensee will also inform HPP within 43 houts of all over-the-

23 counter medications that he has aken,
24 55 Licengee will report to alt of his lrcaung physicians and health carc providery
25 wlm.h medications he is taking. Licensce will sign any releases 1o allow the Baard 1o

‘ACGE 2 - STIPULATED ORDIER Peter Christion Hudson, MD
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communicate with any of his treating physicians and heaith carc providers.

86  Licensee shall immedizely disclose the existence of and provide a copy of this
Order ta the Chiof of Staff or CEQ of any health care facility where he is employed or where -
he provides medical cure 1o patients,

5.7  Licensce’s practice shall be subject to ne-notice inspeclions‘ by the Board's
Compliance Officer.

5.8  Licensee shall obey all federal and Orcpon laws and regulations pertaiming to

the practice of medicine.

AN~ BE S I - Y Y - 7" I N

58  Licensee stipulatos and agrees that any viofation of the terms of this Order
10 shull be grounds for further disciplinary action under ORS 677.190(18), 1o include an

11 ‘immediate suspension of his license.

12 ‘
13 : IT IS SO STIPULATED this > l’ - day of QWVX"‘& . 2007.
14 - -
‘ PETER CHRISTIAN HUDSON, MD
16 , |
7 ITISSOORDERED his__|____ dayeNZdol w&:l 2007.
1% | ' BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
19 _ State of Oregon
| 1 A
20 . { - 3& ( g Qg.&_
21 DAVID R WATT, M1
- BOARD CHAIRMAN
23
24
25
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13. Dr. Illingworth underwent another MRI scan of the brain in the spring of
2006. This scan showed further atrophy since the 2002 scan. (Tr. at 52-53.) In Dr.
Quinn's opinion, Dr. Illingworth currently presents a potential danger to patients because
of his dementia and his lack of insight into his disability. (Tr. at 53-54.)

14. Alzheimer's disease is the most common form of dementia. The disease is
progressive and marked by increasing cognitive decline. Progression of symptoms
corresponds in a general way to the underlying nerve cell degeneration that takes place.
Nerve cell damage generally begins with cells involved in learning and memory and
gradually spreads to cells that control all aspects of thinking, judgment and behavior.
Eventually, the damage affects cells that control and coordinate movement. (Ex. Al1.)

15. Dr. lllingworth's cognitive function has not improved since he resigned his
medical license in 2004. (Tr. at 53-54.)

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. Dr. lllingworth has a condition (dementia) which does or might impair his
ability to safely and skillfully practice medicine.

2. Dr. lllingworth currently lacks the capacity to practice medicine.

3. The Board is entitled to deny Dr. Illingworth's application for reactivation of
his Oregon license to practice medicine.

OPINION

Pursuant to ORS 677.190, the Board is entitled to refuse to grant, or may suspend
or revoke a license of a physician to practice medicine for any of several delineated
reasons. In this case, the Board bases its decision to deny Dr. Illingworth's application on
the following statutory provisions:

(1)(@) Unprofessional or dishonorable conduct, as defined by ORS
677.188(4)(a).

* K Xk

(15)  Incapacity to practice medicine or podiatry.

The Board alleged at the hearing that Dr. Illingworth has an incipient
neurodegenerative disease, a dementia, and that this condition impairs his ability to safely
and skillfully practice medicine. The Board further alleged that Dr. Illingworth's
condition is progressive and shows no evidence of improvement. As the proponent of
this position, the Board bears the burden on presenting evidence. ORS 183.450(2);
Harris v. SAIF, 292 Or 683, 690 (1982).

Dr. Illingworth acknowledges that he has this condition, but nevertheless
maintains that he is safe to see patients and to conduct clinical research in the area of

In the Matter of David Roger Illingworth, MD -- Final Order
Page 4 of 7
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lipidology. Dr. Illingworth seeks reinstatement of his license to continue with a focused
practice in this area.

Unprofessional or dishonorable conduct

The definition of "unprofessional or dishonorable conduct” is set out at ORS
677.188(4). It provides, in relevant part:

'Unprofessional or dishonorable conduct' means conduct unbecoming a
person licensed to practice medicine or podiatry, or detrimental to the
best interests of the public, and includes: ‘

(a) Any conduct or practice contrary to recognized standards of ethics
of the medical or podiatric profession or any conduct or practice which
does or might constitute a danger to the health or safety of a patient or
the public or any conduct, practice or condition which does or might
impair a physician's or podiatric physician and surgeon's ability safely
and skillfully to practice medicine or podiatry;

As noted above, the Board finds that Dr. Illingworth's diagnosed dementia
condition does or might impair his ability to safely and skillfully practice medicine. The
expert medical evidence in the record supports this position. Indeed, both Dr. Quinn and
Dr. Knopman found that Dr. Illingworth had significant deficits in memory and language
ability. Both neurologists recognized that Dr. Illingworth's lack of insi ght into his
condition prevented him from monitoring his conduct and compensating for his deficits
in memory and processing. In 2004, Dr. Quinn opined that Dr. Illingworth's condition
prevented him from safely and skillfully practicing medicine. At hearing, Dr. Quinn
confirmed his assessment that Dr. Illingworth's dementia continues to progress, rendering
him potentially dangerous to patients. Given this evidence, the Board agrees with the
conclusion of ALJ Webster that the Board is justified in refusing to reinstate Dr.
Ilingworth's license to practice medicine under ORS 677.1 90(1)(a), as defined by
677.188(4)(a).

Incapacity

The Board also asserted at the hearing that, under ORS 677.190(15), Dr.
Illingworth lacks the capacity to practice medicine. Black's Law Dictionary 775 (8th ed.
2004) defines "incapacity” as "lack of physical or mental capabilities," and "disability."

It is undisputed that Dr. Illingworth is a nationally recognized expert in the
treatment of lipid disorders. Prior to his retirement in 2004, Dr. Illingworth had a long
and distinguished career as a clinician and faculty member at OHSU. At this point,
however, ALJ Webster found that a preponderance of the evidence establishes that Dr.
Illingworth's dementia has progressed to the point that he is no longer mentally capable
of practicing medicine. The Board agrees with this finding. As noted above, both Dr.
Quinn and Dr. Knopman found that, as of mid-2004, Dr. Hlingworth's cognitive

In the Matter of David Roger Illingworth, MD -- Final Order
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dysfunction rendered him incapable of returning to work as a practicing physician. His
condition has not improved since that time. Consequently, the Board is also justified in
denying Dr. Illingworth's application for reinstatement of his medical license under ORS
677.190(15), based on his incapacity to practice medicine.

FINAL ORDER
The Board issues the following order:

Dr. Hlingworth's application for reactivation of his Oregon medical license is
DENIED.

DATED this 7’2’ day of January, 2007.

BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
State of Oregon

DAVID R. GRUBE MD
BOARD CHAIR

Right to Judicial Review
NOTICE: You are entitled to judicial review of this Order. Judicial review may be
obtained by filing a petition for review with the Oregon Court of Appeals within 60 days
after the final order is served upon you. See ORS 183.482. If this Order was personally
delivered to you, the date of service is the day it was mailed, not the day you received it.
If you do not file a petition for judicial review within the 60 days time period, you will

lose your right to appeal.

In the Matter of David Roger Illingworth, MD -- Final Order
Page 6 of 7
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APPENDIX A
LIST OF EXHIBITS CITED

Stipulated Order, dated 3/7/02

Complaint and Notice of Proposed Disciplinary Action, dated
11/09/01

Affidavit for Reactivation of License, dated 5/18/05
Letters from the Board to Dr. Illingworth, various dates

Letters between OHSU and Dr. Illingworth, dated 8/11/04 and
8/12/04

Letters and records from Joseph Quinn, MD and David S.
Knopman, MD

Information on Alzheimer's disease
Lipid Clinic News, Dedication to Dr. Roger Illingworth, dated 7/06

Certificate, American Board of Clinical Lipidology

In the Matter of David Roger Illingworth, MD -- Final Order
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