ORARNGR 210-5

1 January 2007
1 January 2007

ORARNGR 210-5


APPENDIX H

RESPIRATOR MAINTENANCE AND CARE

1.  PURPOSE.  To establish a program for proper maintenance and care of respirators.  Respirators shall be properly maintained to retain their original effectiveness.

2.  GENERAL.  Basic elements of the program are as follows:


a.  Inspection for defects.


b.  Cleaning and disinfecting.


c.  Repair.


d.  Storage.

3.  PROCEDURES.  Only respirators recommended by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) for use with pesticides will be used during pesticide operations.  After respirators have become contaminated, each Pest Controller will initiate the following procedures:


a.  Inspection for Defects.  Each respirator shall be checked for tightness of connections and the condition of the facepiece and head band.  Rubber or elastomer parts shall be inspected for pliability and signs of deterioration.


Note:  If a disposable respirator is used during pesticide application, the device should be inspected for defects before reuse during subsequent pesticide applications.


b.  Cleaning and Disinfecting


(1)  Remove any filters or cartridges from the respirator.



(2)  Wash the facepiece in cleaner/disinfectant solution.



(a)  Add one package (1 oz.) of powdered MSA Cleaner-Sanitizer (or other suitable cleaner/sanitizer), to a gallon of warm water (about 120o F).



(b)  Immerse soiled equipment in the solution and scrub gently with a soft brush until clean.  Care should be taken to clean the exhalation valve in the facepiece and all other parts 

that exhaled air contacts.


Note:  Respirators contaminated heavily with organophosphate pesticides should also be washed with alkaline soap and rinsed with 50 percent alcohol (ethanol or isopropanol) before normal cleaning procedures.



(3)  Rinse completely in clean, warm water.



(4)  Air dry in a clean area (preferably overnight).



(5)  Place in plastic bag for storage and label as to date cleaned and initial.


c.  Repairs.  Replacement of parts or repairs shall be done only with parts designed for the respirator by the manufacturer.  No attempt shall be made to replace components or to make 

adjustments or repairs beyond the manufacturer's recommendations.


d.  Storage.  After inspection, cleaning, and necessary repairs, respirators shall be stored to protect against dust, sunlight, heat, extreme cold, excessive moisture or damaging chemicals.  Pesticide approved respirators will be stored in clean, pesticide-free lockers or other locations.


e.  Use.  Respirators will be used in accordance with para 3c, Appendix F of this plan, pesticide labels and manufacturer's instructions.

4.  REFERENCES

a.  Manufacturer's Instructions.


b.  TB MED 502, Feb 1982, Respiratory Protection Program.


c.  Appendix E, Pest Management Operations (latest revision).


d.  AR 11-34, 15 Feb 90, Army Respiratory Protection Program.
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