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Chapter 4

SAFE DRINKING WATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

4-1.  REFERENCES


a. Clean Water Act


b. Safe Drinking Water Act


c. AR 200‑1, Chapter 2


d. DA Pam 200-1, Chapter 2


e. Oregon Revised Statutes (ORS) Chapter 448


f. Oregon Administrative Rules (OAR) Chapters 333 and 340 

4-2.  SCOPE

a.  The primary drinking water resource management goal for the ORARNG is to provide potable water of the highest quality available to its soldiers and for others at its facilities.  To achieve this goal, the ORARNG will:


(1)  Provide drinking water at ORARNG facilities that complies with standards set by EPA and applicable state and local agencies, or that satisfies Army standards developed for water use in field environments.



(2)  Consider the appropriate management of non-point sources of storm water in construction and land management plans and activities.



(3)  Protect areas controlled by applicable “Wellhead Protection Plans”.

b.  This chapter addresses federal and state regulatory requirements included in the Clean Water Act, as amended, and the Safe Drinking Water Act for managing and providing potable water.  Requirements address both fixed facilities and field activities.

4-3.  BACKGROUND INFORMATION
a.  CLEAN WATER ACT.  The Clean Water Act (CWA) requires ORARNG facilities and activities to comply with requirements governing the contamination of surface and ground waters.  In Oregon, the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) oversees implementation of the Clean Water Act, under an agreement with the federal Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  Other ORARNG requirements are addressed in Chapters 3 and 11 of this pamphlet.


b.  SAFE DRINKING WATER ACT

(1) The quality of drinking water produced from wells at COUTES, Biak Training Center, Bend COTEF, 3-116 CAV OMSS (Umatilla Chemical Depot), 2-162 IN OMS (Lebanon), and the Grants Pass Armory is regulated by the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA), as amended.

    (2)  The quality of water provided to soldiers in a field environment is controlled by Army directives for field environments and other military operations.

(3)  The production of drinking water under SDWA criteria requires routine sampling and analysis for qualities such as disinfectant levels, bacterial presence, iron, manganese, hardness, alkalinity, etc., when a certain number of people use the water.  The SDWA also requires routine analysis of drinking water for primary drinking water standards, volatile organic compounds, radioactives, lead, and copper, etc.  For all facilities identified in b(1) above, except 3-116 OMSS, drinking water systems and testing will be managed by AGI-ENV.  For 3-116 OMSS, the drinking water system and any required testing will be managed by UCD personnel.
(4)  Due to operations conducted at the Bend COTEF, the system is classified as a “non-transient, non-community system” which must be tested quarterly.  This is the only ORARNG facility currently providing drinking water to the public that exceeds minimal requirements and must be monitored to that degree.

4-4.  ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE STATEMENT

a. The Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) requires drinking water sources to be protected and drinking water provided for human consumption to be of a certain quality.

b. The SDWA includes various water treatment techniques, operator certification requirements, and testing and monitoring specifications for certain facilities.

4-5.  RESPONSIBILITIES


a.  Commanders will:


(1)  Maintain appropriate records, as directed by AGI-ENV.

(2) Provide required reports, as requested by AGI-ENV.

b.  AGI-ENV will:
(1) Ensure required permits are obtained and periodic testing of drinking water is conducted, as required, to operate systems at ORARNG facilities.

(2) 
Review certification and continuing education requirements and monitor personnel status for water system operators, as required. 

(3) Review required drinking water monitoring reports to ensure proper sampling procedures are used and quality criteria are met.  Inform the operator of non-routine testing requirements and changes to operating guidelines.

(4) Accompany all Army, EPA, or DEQ inspectors during drinking water quality inspections at any ORARNG facility, if possible.

c.  State Maintenance Worker will:
(1) Conduct required drinking water testing IAW guidance provided by AGI-ENV.

(2) Report ORARNG facility drinking water problems, regardless of water source, to AGI for assistance and resolution.

d.  USPFO will:

(1)  Ensure the production or use of drinking water in the field environment meets applicable Technical Manual and Army directives.

(2)  Coordinate the use of any water treatment device (i.e., ROWPU) with AGI-ENV to determine the need for any permits to withdraw water or discharge wastewater.

4-6.  KEY QUESTIONS                         
YES
NO
N/A


a.  Does the facility obtain drinking water from a well?
___
___
___


b.  If so, has the water been tested within the last year?
___
___
___


c.  Are copies of testing results filed in Annex E?
___
___
___



d.  Does the unit provide safe drinking water for field training?
___
___
___


e.  Does the unit coordinate with USPFO in maintaining water 




     containers and dealing with other issues related to 




     providing suitable drinking water in a field environment?
___
___
___


f.  Does the unit own or operate ROWPUs?
___
___
___


g.  Are operators properly trained and training records on file?
___
___
___

4-7.  ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE NOTEBOOK.  The following documents should be filed at Annex E to Chapter 20 of this pamphlet:


(1)  Copies of any permits or approvals to operate wells or drinking water sources.  


(2)  Copies of operator certifications for drinking water sources 


(3)  Copies of training certificates for ROWPU operators.


(4)  Copies of drinking water quality testing results.  

4-8.  TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.  Technical assistance on drinking water management or issues can be obtained from the Drinking Water Quality POC in the Environmental Office (AGI-ENV), 503-584-3862. 
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