
Operating A Fire 
Extinguisher 

 
PULL the pin: This unlocks the operating lever. 
Some extinguishers 
may have other lever-release mechanisms. 
 
AIM low: Point the extinguisher nozzle at the 
base of the fire.  
 
SQUEEZE the lever above the handle:  This 
discharges the extinguishing agent. Releasing 
the lever will stop the discharge. 
 
SWEEP from side to side: Moving carefully 
toward the fire, keep the extinguisher aimed 
at the base of the fire and sweep back and 
forth until the flames appear to be out. 
Watch the fire area. If the fire re-ignites, 
repeat the process. 
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