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A ready-to-use training lesson to drive home the essentials of safety. June 2011

Rigging loads for cranes Instructions:
Use Toolbox Talks to spark
safety discussions. On the
flip side is a quiz to make
sure participants retain the

valuable information.

Only trained operators are permitted to
operate cranes, but any worker can be
involved in rigging a load. So all workers must know rigging safety.
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[ > Geaifing SEruEr @uesifiors | YVho has had experience in either operating
e . or rigging cranes? What have you found were
the greatest rigging dangers? Has anyone witnessed an accident involving a
crane? What caused the accident, and what injuries and/or damage
resulted?
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If loads are not rigged properly, they can flip,
swing or even release suddenly. This could
result in the load falling and causing serious injuries and major damage.
When rigging a load, you should always:
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Inspect all rigging equipment prior to use, paying special attention to
slings. Pad sharp edges to protect slings from damage. Nylon slings that
have been damaged may bleed through, which means a red ink mark
appears on the surface at the point of damage. Also look for torn
stitches or cut fibers. Signs of damage on wire slings are kinking, cracks
and split or broken wires. Remove damaged rigging equipment from
service.
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Make sure slings are labeled with weight limit capacity. Slings that do not
have labels should not be used because you can't be certain they will
withstand the weight of the load.

Make sure all hooks have a safety latches or clips. Latches and clips must
close completely to prevent the load from slipping or falling off the hook.
If a hook does not have a safety clip, or it's broken, do not use it. Then,
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inform your supervisor.

Keep the attachment points of the rigging equipment as far above and
away from the center of gravity as possible to assure a stable lift.
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Always attach tag lines to control loads and steer them into difficult
positions.

Before beginning the lift, verify the rigging is done properly by lifting the
load a few inches off the ground to ensure that it is stable.

After rigging the load, check for tools and other loose items, which may
have been used to secure the load but which could fall when it is lifted.
And remember not to walk under suspended loads.

Find out how much participants learned during this meeting.
Distribute copies of the quiz on the other side of this page.
Grade the quizzes using the answers to the right.
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QUIZ ANSWER KEY
{Quiz on other side)
1. True.
2. False. Red marks on the
surface indicate there is damage
inside.
3. True.
4. False. Latches or clips are
essential, and hooks without
them should not be used.
5. True.
6. E. All of the above.
7. False. The load should be
raised no more than a few inches
to make sure it is safely rigged.
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SAFETY MEETING QUIZ
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Rigging loads for cranes
June 2011

Question |: The first step in loading should be inspecting all rigging equipment.
OTrue False

Question 2: Red marks on the surface of nylon slings are nothing to worry about.
QTrue OFalse

Question 3: You should always check for a weight limit capacity label on a sling.
OTrue QFalse

Question 4: Safety latches on hooks are a good idea, but they are not really needed.
OTrue QOFalse

Question 5: Tag lines on slings enable you to control loads and steer them into tight places.
OTrue OFalse

Question 6: Signs of damage on wire slings include:
A. Kinking.

B. Cracks.

C. Splits.

D. Breaks.

E.All of the above.
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Question 7: To make sure a load is safely rigged, it should be raised three to six feet before beginning the lift.
OTrue UFalse
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