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NGB Chief, Secretary of the Air Force
pay avigtto 116 Brigade Combat Team

by Capt. Monte Hibbert, 116
BCT Public AffairsOfficer

FOB WARRIOR-
Soldiers and Airmen of the
Army’s116th Brigade Combat
TeamandtheAir Forcgs506th
Air Expeditionary Group
heard from the top Nationa
Guard boss and the Acting
Seoretary of theAir Force June
28aKirkuk Regiond Air Besg,
Irag.

NGB Chief Lt. Gen. Steven
Blum,Acting SECAFMiched
Dominguez and other leeders
addressed the crowd of over
200 SoldiersandAirmen. The
vistdlowed servicemembers

Lt. Gen. Steven Blum speaks to the Soldiers and Airmen of
the Army’s 116th Brigade Combat Team and the Air Force's
506th Air Expeditionary Group June 28 at the\Warrior Gymna-
siumon Kirkuk Regional Air Basg, Irag. (Photo by Capt. David

Pyper, 116th BCT Information Operations)

dationed a the air base (Ao
known asForward Operating

Base Warrior) to have the
opportunity to ask questions

We have been on the
road over a year now,
and have seen some
pretty rough

CSM Briefing

by 145th SPT Bn.Cmd. Sgt. Maj. Charles Whittier

about a variety of topics,
including length and
frequency of future
deployments, force
restructuring, bonuses and
military medica coverage

leave and return with
varying stories, but are
happy to get the

breather of

Continued on page 15

times. And as
we have also
noticed, life
does not stop
at home while
we are away
and changes
seem to oc-
cur. The days

CSM Whittier

another

)
Commander’s Corner
by Brigadier General Alan Gayhart, Commander
FdlowWarriors, mest my chalengecf looking

| am in awe of the out for each other, and
professondismthateschof  hdping each other through
youdisplay onadaily basis.  the tough missions and the
Your continued trials of being
dedication to avay from
the mission home. | am
here in Iraq, proud to have
regardless of t h e
the threats opportunity to
involved, meke servewith such
eachAmerican greet Warriors,
proud of what and | am
you do. You BG Gayhart humbled by the
havenever waiveredinyour  dedication and support your

willingness to do what our
Nationhasasked of you. The
tight-knit bondsof friendship
and brotherhood between
fdlow Soldierswill bewith
you forever.. You willingly
go into harms way together
to accomplish the mission
givenyou. Whenfacedwith
adversity, you continue to
“ChalieMike’, continuethe
mission. You continue to

familiescontinueto provide
the Brigade. Thank you for
doing the tough missions
required of us in this
province, and thank you for
your dedication to duty and
esch other. You truly are a
credit to your State and the
Nation. Carry your head
high, and beproud of dl the
things you continue to
accomplishhereinlrag.

world. Lately
talk is re-
volving
around our
departure
fromthisfair
country and
speculation

here blend

into one another not
caring whether it is a
weekend, holiday, or
anniversary, just that it
is indeed another day.
Soldiers depart on

abounds on
the date we will return.
We know equipment is
slowly heading south
and soldiers are tasked
to make this happen.

Continued on page3

CPT Sthroeder (2-116 MEDO) talkswith Dr. Burhan about the
polio vaccine campaign that started acrossirag.
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Sakebitesisa product of the 116th Brigade Com-
bat Team Public Affairs Office. It isthe official com-
mand information publication of the 116th BCT. This
publication’sintent isto provide timely and relevant
information to the soldiers, familiesand employers of
the 116th BCT.

Shakebites Staff

Capt. Monte Hibbert
PublicAffarsOfficer

Staff Sgt. Jack White
PublicAffarsNCO

Spc. Cathy Alberto
PublicAffairs Specialist

Submission Policy

The Snakebites staff welcomes submissionsfrom its
readers. If you have an article and/or photo that you
feel would be appropriate for this publication please
e-mail it to monte.hibbert@us.army.mil or drop it by
the PAO officeat Bldg. 370, FOB Warrior.

Medialnterview Tips
* Alwaystell thetruth.
* Assume that everything you say will be used and
attributed to you. Avoid “ Off the record” conversa-
tions with reporters. If you don’'t want to see it in
print or on television, don’t say it.
* Stay inyour lane; talk only about things for which
you are responsible.
* Do not speculate.
* |t'sok to say: “I don't know.”
* Refer specific recruiting questionsto your recruiter.
¢ If you can’'t answer a reporter’s question, explain
why. For example, if theincident is under investiga-
tion, just let the reporter know.
* Alwaysremain calm and professional.
* Practice what you want to say in front of amirror or
afriend to become more comfortable.
* Beyourself. You have agreat story to tell and your
community wantsto hear it!
* Discuss what you know, provided OPSEC is not
violated.

*xxxxxX* ATTENTION MEDIA OUTLETSF*****x*
The 116th BCT hasno rel ease authority for information about
casulties or deaths. This falls to our higher headquarters.
Please don't query us directly for this information. Thank
you.

116th BCT to provide Northern Qil
Co. OPF training support

by Saff Sgt. Jack White, 116
BCT Public AffairsNCO

FOBWARRIOR, Irac+

Membersof the116th Bri-
gade Combat Team S5 sec-
tion vidted the Northern Ol
Company recently, to asess
their training and equipment
needs.

The task of assisting in
repairingthe OPFtraining fae
cility isthejob of the 356th
Engineer Battalion, of the
PennsylvaniaArmy Nationa
Guard. “Thisisonly ashort-
term solution,” said Sgt. 1st
ClassAl Chapa. “ Someof the
proposed renovations on the
building, areacomputer lab, a
refurbished kitchenand adin-
ingarea.”

Currently, twenty or thirty
OPF students can come to
classa theschool . After reno-
vation, some 60-90 students
will be ableto attend. “Léater,
we hope to build a multi-use
training center and abarracks
S0 students from Bayji and
Mosul can attend as well as
those from the Kirkuk area,”
explained Chapa. “By identi-
fying their equipment needs,
we Il know what helpwecan
providein procuring comput-

The O| | Protectl on Forcesschool isbeing renovated . OPF
officers provide the security for northern Irag's Qil fields and
facilities.(Photo by Saff Sgt. Jack White, 116 BCT PAO)

has aready been replaced
with plywood. The next step
will betorunelectrical outlets
todl therooms.

Thejob of helping to or-
ganize, identify the school’s
training shortfalsand help st
upatrainingcurriculumfor the
OPF, fdlstothe S-5 Sergeant
Mgor., Michad H. Winstead.
“Firgt we'll identify al the
tasks they train, like search
techniquesor IED Identifica:
tion. Then well know what
they needtotrainon, said Sgt.
Mg. Wingeed. “Wewill hdp
them develop a training
manua and then get it trans-

graduates, havereturnedtothe
schoal to begin training their
flow officers. Training their
own, means that the training
can be sustained, ahuge step
forthe OPF

“One of the toughest
things to accomplish will be
toteach themabout mid-leve
management,” said Sgt. Mg.
Wingeed. “It' saconcept thet
redly doesn'texigintheir ex-
perience. Oncewe vedaified
their chain of command, we
canshow themhow todotask
organization.”

Withtheadded help of the
S-5team, theOPFwill soonbe

ers, printers, projectors and  latedintoArabic.” ableto plan, train, house and
scanners.” Four former OPF Emer-  support their officerswith ex-
The interior of the walls  gency Medical Technician  pertiseand efficiency.
=

Some of the facﬂmes under the protectl on of the O|I Protection Forcesin
northern Irag. The flames seen here are pressure-relief burn-off valves, which keeps
the wells from a gas explosion. (Photo by Saff Sergeant Jack White, 116 BCT PAO)
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Snake River Chapel Schedule

Sunday
0900 - Catholic Mass
1100 - General Protestant Worship
Service
1400 - Catholic Mass
1530-LDS
Monday
1830- LDSFamily HomeEve. CP18,
Pod 15
1900 - Praise Band Rehearsal
Tuesday
1930 - Men'sFellowship
Wednesday
1900 - Bible Study
Thursday
1930- Bible Study
Friday
1200 - Muslim Prayer Service @ Base
Mosque
Saturday
1930 - Gospel Service

Freedom (Air Force) Chapd Schedule

Sunday

0630 - Protestant M or ning Prayer

0800 - Gospel Service

0900- L atter-Day Saints@theLRC

1000 - Contempor ary Protestant Wor ship Svc.
1130 - CatholicM ass

1900 - Traditional Protestant Wor ship Service
2000- L atter-Day Saints@theLRC

Monday

1900 - L adiesFellowship

1945 - Godly Father s/HusbhandsBible Sudy (Chapel
Admin. Office)

Monday-Thursday

1130 - CatholicM ass

Tuesday
1900 - Weekly Catholic M editation @ the LRC
1930 - Protestant Band Practice

Wednesday
1900 - Bible Sudy
2130 - Praise & Wor ship Rehear sal

Thursday
1930 - Protestant Band Practice

Friday
1900 - Gospel Service

Saturday

1900- Catholic M ass

2030- Lutheran Service
2115- Rosary & Mass(DFAC)

The Pulpit

by Chaplain (Lt.Col.) John Worster, 116th BCT Chaplain

When | was akid | remember hearing
that someone asked President John F.
Kennedy, “How did you becomeahero.”
Heansweredinasurprisngly smpleway,
“They (the Japanese) sank
my boat.” Hewas, of course,
referring to the now famous
PT-109. I've now lived
through a generation of
media assaults on public
figures.

President Kennedy’'s
bright image asa“hero” has
now been tarnished.

Chaplain Worster

are. Many home front people went
through greater suffering that those here
inN. Irag. Thereisgreat honor inbeing
abletolook at one'sfaceinthemirror and
say, “When my spouse went
to Iraq | ran the house, paid
thebills, diddl theyard work,
and kept the vows | made on
my wedding day.”
Folksfromall over America
have sent rulers, pens,
crayons and other school
supplies in support of
Operation Provide School

Actually, it's lying in a
shalow grave. Hardly anyone now dares
tosuggest that they are* heroic,” or openly
aspires to be such. Thisis the cynicism
that reignssupremein America. And yet,
abunch of heroeswill soon be returning
home — to be reunited with many others.
Cynicismistaking abesating.

Our story isas straightforward as John
Kennedy's: “On 9/11 Idamic terrorists
attacked and destroyed the World Trade
Center, killing over 3,000 innocent
Americans. | was called up to serve in
OIFIl andwenttolragfor ayesr toassure
free elections and the spread of
democracy and freedom there.”

It doesn’t seem that a spouse that
stayed homeisahero—but they certainly

Supplies. Kids from many
grade schools have sent greetings drawn
on construction paper. Mostly, they tell
us that they are “praying” for us. So,
despite twenty-five years of trying to
banish religion from elementary
schools, little kids see usaslarger than
life and are sending messages to God
onour behalf. One2nd grade boy drew
adecidedly non-PC picture of American
aircraft, tanksand rifle-carrying soldiers
on abattlefield. He drew ahuge battle
scene, and added the caption, “1 hope
you guyswinthewar!” Soundslikewe
are his heroes and that he'slooking up
to us.

Yes, indeed, cynicism is taking a
beating.

Don’t Forget!

Important Datesto Remember:

4 July - Independence Day

5 September - Labor Day

11 September - Patriots Day/
Grandparents Day

17 September - Citizenship Day

10 October - Columbus Day

You don't want to forget your loved
ongsanniversariesor birthdayd Sart
planning now!

Commanders Corner... soldiersto take care of.

Both leaders and sol-
diersaretired, but know
thereiswork to be done
and areward back home.

Continued from pagel
God Bless each of you,
and continue to take care of

each other. ) What reward many may
WarriorsFirst ask? And the answer
_— may vary. Some rewards

CM B”eﬁng"' will be in the arms of a

Continued from pagel
Yet we still have a mis-
sion here to finish, and

loved one, some may be
in duty assignments for
a job well done, while

some rewards may be
that new car or truck
bought with money
saved. We see what is
around us in this coun-
try and to think how
lucky many of us are to
live in America and to
drink of its freedom cer-
tainly provokes

Continued on pagel12
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Whatis

. Lucas Lamb
B Co., 250th Sgnal

“ Suffeo
Animds”

i

"t Michal Martin
B Co., 145th Support Bn.
“AVictoria's
Secret
package.
(It wasn't

minel).”

05 &

Fc. KelyGarcia
HHC, 116th BCT

“Eight jars of
maple syrup!
For my
birthday.”

" e
|

“Mymom
sentme
blow-
bubbles”

theoddest thing you' veever gotteninthemail?

Fal A ]
Syt. James Taylor
BBy, TF 1-148Fidd Artillery

“Unmention-

ableitems. So

|et’s not men-
tion them.”

NGB Chief visit...

Continued from pagel

“The Army was not
sructured to fight asustained
war and it is restructuring to
bedbletodothat,” said Blum
regarding the issues of
deployment length and
restructuring.

According to Blum, the
Army National Guard is

restructuring into 34 brigade-
sized units of action (UOA)
and future deployments
should lagt only 12 months
instead of 18 month
deployments like the one the
116th BCT is two-thirds
through. Blum agreed that 18
monthsit “too long.”

The new model has
National Guard units
deploying, “if needed,” one

year in every seven and
Active Duty unitsdeploying
one year in every four, he
said.

One soldier asked Blum
about why health care
providers can opt not to
accept TRICARE, the
Army’s health plan. Blum
said they are working on

Continued on page15

M

Lt. Sherman, Happy
Father'sDay toawon-
derful husbandandfa
ther. Wethink of you
eechandevery day ad
wemissyou somuch!
| couldn't have asked
for amorethoughtful
and considerate hus-

essages from home

band and the kids
couldn't haveaskedfor a
morefar andlovingdad.
Wewill seeyou soon!
We love you! Karri,
Nikoleand Nik.

Sgt. 1t ClassKearbey;
Dear Tony, Just aquick
notetotell youwelove

you, wemissyou and
to us, you are so
wonderful! Happy
Father'sDay . . . next
one we can hug your
sweset neck. Blessyou
dear onelLove Dad 'n'
Mom.

Continued on page 12

Adoptaplatoon provides
Soldiers letters from home

by Cathy De Rusha,
Adoptaplatoon

For Soldiers of the
116th BCT whowouldlike
to correspond with some-
one back home,
adoptaplatoon may have
the answer. Through the
adoptaplatoon program,
Soldiers can have an
adopted family, and the or-
ganization provides
screening of Soldiers and
prospective adoptivefami-
liesandindividuals, tofind
a good match. The adopt-
ingindividua or family will
write to that soldier and
perhaps send items. The
soldier need only stay in
contact with his adoptive
family. For more informa-

tion, contact Cathy De
Rusha, 27020 104th Dr.
NW, Stanwood, Wa. 98292.

STAY ALIVE

Stop and Think!
IEDs are deadly
killers.

Conduct 5 and 25
meter checks around

your position,
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Some of the conveniences of home

by Spc. Cathy Alberto, 116
BCT Public Affairs Spedialist

FOBWARRIOR, Irag-

For those not acquainted
withlifeinacombet zone, even
on the most audtere of For-
ward Operation Bases(FOBS),
Soldiersof the 116th Brigede
Combat Team (BCT) have
been surprised by the conve-
niences that have been pro-
vided. Many were ready to
deegp on the ground under a
tarp in a howling sandstorm,
with canteensof weter, amed-
reedy-to-eet (MRE) andadog-
eared copy of aLouisL’ Amour
nove for company.

It came as a pleasant sur-
prisethat thefecilitiesand ser-
vices offered, exceeded their
wildest expectations.

Though luxuries are few
on the smaller bases, one of
severd isthecommunications
accessavallabletostay incon-
tact with familiesback home.
“I would have to say the best
thing isthe availability of the
phones” said Spc. Nicholas
Moran, aTask ForceHHC 1-
163rd Infantry Soldier.

Keeping in touch with
friendsandfamily isimportant
toevery Soldier. 1 liketheac-
cess to the Post Exchange

(PX) and using the phones,”
sald Spe. Keuton Hamman of
HHC, TF1-163rdIN.“I didn’t
think thet wewould beableto
cdl home”

The living aress that the
soldiers occupy are called
Containerized Housing Units
or CHU's whereusudly two
or more peopleshareaspace.

With temperatures now soar-
ing above one hundred de-
grees, Soldiersaredoing their
best to stay coal.

“I likethefact thet after a
hard day’s work, you can go
back totheCHU's whichhave
ar conditioning,” said Spc.
ShaneMedley of CCo., TF1-
163dIN.

With everyday stresses,
Soldiers also need outlets to
release alittle tenson, which
means finding something
condructive to do.

Some use the gym to re-
lieve the gtress. “I like going
tothegymandworkingoutin
thefacility wehave,” said 1t
Lt. Steve Arnett of C Co.,
116th Engineer Battdion. “I

also enjoy shopping at the
mini-PX onpog.”

Larger FOBshaveameni-
ties such as a PX, grocery
stores, Pizza parlors, coffee
shops, Barber Shops, swim-
ming pools, fas food, toname
afew. It seems everyone has
at least oneluxury they didn’t
expect beforecomingin coun-
try.
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145th Support Bn. Soldier of the Month for May, 2005 [FEE=

The 145th Support
Battalion is pleased to
announce its choice for
NCO of the Month for
May 2005. Spc. Seth
Morgan of HHC, 145th
Support Battalion was se-
lected from a number of
highly qualified soldiers
from the battalion for his
achievements and dedi-
cation.

Spc. Morgan worksin
the Organizational Main-

145th Support Battalion

tenance Shop asa 63J per-
forming the duties of a
63B and 63Y. Hiswilling-
ness and motivation are
key in the section's abil-
ity to keep the battalion's
operational readiness
above 90%. Because of
his outstanding attitude,
he gives 100% to his sec-
tion and can be counted
on to accomplish the mis-
sion. Heisawayswilling
to help other soldiers

whether itishisjob or not,
plus assists in convoy
operations, isqualified on
several weapons systems
and volunteers to teach
classes when possible.
SPC Morgan isamember
of the battalion's ramp
team, participated in the
PSD, coaches and plays
on the maintenance sec-
tion softball team and is
on the unit litter team.
For relaxation, he

|1l
i i |

plays the guitar

for the enter-
tainment of any-
one who wants
to listen.

Other candi-
datesfor the Sol-
dier of themonth
include Spc.
TerraFarmer of A
Co., 145 Spt. Bn.
and Spc. Rafael
Aguileraof B Co.,
145th Spt. Bn.

Spe. Seth Morgan, 145th Spt.Bn.
NCO of the Month for May 2005
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145th Support Battalion

by Lt. Col. Terry Harrell, 145th SPT Bn. Commander

As we celebrated our
oneyear anniversary this
past month, June 7, 2005,
| read this poem and it
made me remember how
the soldiers of the 145th
Support Battalion have
unselfishly lived theArmy

Values and have grown
together over the past
year. Every one of us has
given up a little piece of
home to be here so we can
help the people of Iraq
and this poem tracks our
past year together.

In Your Honor

20\

LTC Harrell

Keep uptheoutstanding
work and remember that we
are making history every
single day that we are here.
Soonwewill behomelook-
ing back at our short adven-
ture we have had together
and will go to bed proudly
every night. | will walk with

pridewhen| step on Ameri-
can soil once again know-
ing that | served with the
best Battalion in the United
SatesArmy. | want tothank
each of you for your selfless
service. Keep up the out-
standing job you do!!
Bornof Pride!

“Inyour Honor”

-author unknown

Unselfishly, you left your fathersand your mothers, you left your sisters

and your brothers.

L eaving your beloved children and wives, you put on hold, your dreams-

your lives.

On foreign soil, you found yourself planted to fight for those whose
freedomyou granted. Without your sacrifice, their causewould belost, but

you carried onward no matter what the cost.

Many horrorsyou had endured and seen, many faces had haunted your

dreams.

You cheered as your enemies littered the ground; you cried as your

brothersfell al around.

stars.

With ahand upon my heart, | feel the pride and respect; my rever-
enceisrevealed inthetears that now stream down my upturned face as
our flag waves above you, in her glory and grace.

Freedom wasthe gift that you unselfishly gave, pain and death was

When it was over, you al came back home, some were left with
memoriesto face all aone, some found themselvesin the company of
their friends, as their crosses cast shadows across the land.

Those who survived were forever scarred emotionally, physically,
permanently marred. Thosewho did not now sleep eternally ‘ neath the

thepriceyou ultimately paid.

We have been
mobilized for over a
year now, and it is
surprising how many
issues remain in the
lime light that soldiers
perceive as a problem.
We will start with the
uniform policy as an
example. One of the
many questions |
receive is “Why can’t
wewear PT clothsin the
MWR facilities?” The
answer is simple, The
Multi-National Forces
Command and Division
issued a memorandum
forbidding this for the
Army. Some will say
what about the Air
Force then, should they
not follow the same
rules? The Air Forceis
under another
Command other than
the Army and has
different regulations

Acceptance or denial

by Command Sgt. Maj.Charles Whittier , 145th SPT Bn.

and policies to follow.
Yes, it seems unfair at
times, yet no one has
complained about the
civilian KBR workers
wearing civilian cloths
into these facilities. We
accept this as they are
civilians not under our
control, and this is the
same for the Air Force,
they are not under our
control, and will follow
the rulesthey fall under.
We need only to follow
and accept our own
policies. The same rule
applies as to why you
cannot wear civilian
cloths and shower shoes
to the shower. No
civilian clothing is
authorized for wear in
theatre, and what part of
a uniform are shower
shoes? You go to the

CSM Whittier

shower in an APFT
uniform as a uniform.
Those Officers and
NCO'’sthat believe they
are above this law,
surely set a bad example
and create some of the
problems we have now.

Next... the Leave
program. Thisissue may
have created more |G and
Congressional
complaints than any
other. At this time no
soldier has been refused
leave, nor have they

been told they will not
get to go home. The
program has been shaky
off and on, but the
command works hard to
keep it alive to get
soldiers home. Again the
Brigade cannot
determine how many
aircraft will fly, or how
many allocations we will
receive, only do the best
with what we have. This
is the first war in our
history that | can think
of, where troops have
an opportunity to go
home from acombat area
for a leave. This is
unheard of in any other
country, but we cannot
accept the fact that some
may not have the
opportunity. This
unfortunately iswar and
no one yet has been told

they will not have an
opportunity, that falls
in to the qualifying
category.
Promotions... a
third area of great
concern for soldiers.
The State, the Brigade,
and all Battalions have
scrubbed the UMR
lists multiple times to
ensure that every
opportunity to
promote soldiers is
captured. Every effort
is made to keep this a
professional program,
equitablefor all. Many
soldiers believe since
they are number one
on a list, they should
be promoted and if
capable | agree they
should. But we must
have avalid opening to
request a fill, and the

Continued on page 15
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TF 2-116th Armor

TF 2-116 and Arap

ArgphaPolice WithECo,,  dan, tribe, or physica descrip- outer cordon elements, the
TF2-116Armor,wastaskedto  tion of the suspect wasgiven.  combined teams conducted a
conductedaKnockandGreet  TheArafalPS, workingwith  knock and greet on the five

on apossible suspect inAmu
Shabi involved in the trans-
portetion of rockets. Thein-
telligence given weas that the

the Muktar of Amu Shabi
(Taha), weredbletomekealist
of fivemeninAmu Shabi that
had the name of Raeed but

houses. The houses searched
resulted in no contraband,

wegpons or other AIF mate-

rid orwhite1965modd Toyota

ha Police conduct knock and greet

man'snamewas ' Raeed’ and
that he drove a white 1965
model Toyota truck with
Diydaprovincelicenseplates
No specific house location,
birthplace, family heritage,

trucksbeing foundand dl in-
dividudshadlegitimateiden-
tification cards. Lagtly,a me-
thodical sweep throughout
the town looking for white
Toyota trucks resulted in 10
trucks searched, none
searchedwerefoundwith con-
traband, wespons, or other

werenot ableto confirmwhat
vehicles these men had.
Therefore, not having a spe-
cifichousewithaspecifictar-
get, usingtwojoint knock and
search teams, with inner and

TF 2-116 AR Soldier wins 5K

Arapha Police search a vehicle for possible AlF
material.

Sgt. Perezwas presented a CSM coin by CSM Chin,
following his victory in the 5K event.

Jun 4 dawned bright and
sunny a FOB Warrior. The
hint of summer heat wasinthe
air as the starting time ap-
proached for the5K FunRun.
At0700whentherunnerstook
their mark, the clouds moved
in and blocked mogt of the
aun’s rays and keeping tem-
peraturesalittiecooler for the
coming event. Second Tank
waspresentinhalf dozenrun-
ners againg Third Tank and
other unitsof the 116 BCT as
well as the Air Force, spon-
sorsand officiatorsof therace.
Alongwith someof theregu-
lar runners, afew newcomers
joinedtherace.

The course was laid out
from the DFAC to the turn
around point just past thecor-
crete plant. The distance was
5 kilometers. Although short

to somerunners, it still seems
ahugedigtanceastherunners
cover the ground matching
their own unique rhythms of
pounding feet and rasping
breeath for the task at hand.

Injustover 19 minutes, Sgt
Perez of 2nd Tank cameinfirg
with an Air Force runner and
another 2nd Tank runner et his
hed's. Thiswasthesscondrun
for Sgt Perez hereat FOB War-
rior. Hisfirst run wason Me-
moria Day when hefinished
2nd out of about 50 runners.
Sot Perezwasrewardedfor his
effortsby CSM Chin, ds0 a
competitor, who coined Sgt
Perez on the spot. The event
wasenjoyed by dl atending
and an invitation to join the
fun, isextended to al persons
interested in distance running
hereon FOB Warrior.

AlFmeaterid.

Soldiers from TF 2-116 Armor and the Arapha Police conducted a Knock and Greet
operation in Amu Shabi, Iraq.

TF 2-116 Armor Soldiers
recently trained the 2nd
Iragi Army company to
care for and maintain
their weapons. They
have weapons that are
not being used, due to
deficiencies or disrepair.
Some of the weapons
were being used with
broken parts, like buffer
springs. Staff Sgt.
Fujiwaraand Spc. Sword
gave the IA unit supply
sergeant and armorer

TF2-116 Armor trainsIragi Army armorers

Saff Sgt. Fujiwara and Spc. Sword of TF 2-116 AR,
teach thel A armorersto maintain their weapons.

some pointers on their weapons.
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Rattlers, thanks for the
work and dedication you
have provided toward our
missions this past week.
Through your dedication
and determination we are
abletobringhopetothelragi
people of aliberated coun-
try. We should be honored
for theprivilegewe haveto
lend our hand to this cause.
Asweapproach July 4thwe
remember and salute all
those who have served in
similar conflicts for the
United States and human-
ity.

On duly 4th, 229 years
ago, an assembly of brave
and determined Americans
met to announce to the
world thebirth of anew na-
tion, a nation borne of ide-
as rather than of coerson,
where the power to govern
rested with the consent of
thepeople Adams, Franklin,
Livingston, Sherman, and
Jefferson gtarting with just
a few words etched on
simple parchment, these
bold colonists set inmotion
aradica experiment in de-
mocracy and in free enter-
prise Intime thet experiment
would be known to peaple
al over theworld by many
different names, theLand of
the Free, the Home of the
Brave, the Arsend of De-
moacracy, theShining City on
aHill, and theWorld's Lagt
Best Hope.

Thesgning of the Dec-
laration of Independence
struck fear and panic across
the capitds of Europe. So
much so that King George
11 ordered Englishchurches
to conduct prayer services
agang it. He dso required
hissubjectstofast in prepa-

|ndependence Day

by Command Sgt. Maj.Henry Chin

ration for a war intended to
abalishit.

The Declaration of Inde-
pendence aso inspired and
enlightened meneverywhere,
statesmen, scientists, philoso-
phers, and theologians to
abandon old ways of power
and privilege and to embrace
newidedsof freedomandjus
tice. Sowly, they begantore-
make theworld on principles
that the Founders believed
weresdf-evident.

Today, amid thespectacu-
lar fireworks and quiet back-
yard barbecues, wereflect on
the precious endowment
givento our nation and to our
world by the Founders. Then
wepausetoremember thetre-
mendous effort and sacrifice
rendered by millionsof Ameri-
canswho have preserved that
endowment for generations
yet tocome.

For thisisasmplefact of
our history thet the swords of
independence were drawn in
battle, beforethewordsof in-
dependence were drafted in
ink. A year beforetheSigning,
citizen Soldiers in New En-
gland had already paid in
blood for those very rights
that Jefferson would call "in-
dienable"" Scoresfell at Lex-
ington and Concord. Thou-
sands more would die at
places like Princeton,
Brandywine and Charleston
before the United States of
Americabecamearedlity.

History has shown the
tremendous potential pos-
sessed by a nation whose
citizens are willing to fight
for idedls, willing to take a
stand for freedom and the
right of national self-deter-
mination. This is true
whether those citizensfight

2

Cmd. Sgt. Maj. Chin

on their home ground or
in lands far away. The
great military strategist Sir
Liddell Hart oncesaid that
"Soldierswho areinfused
with afaith will beat men
who have no faith; only a
good one can withstand
the impact." From the
Revolutionary War all the
way to the liberation of
Irag, America's Soldiers
have proved the truth be-
hind that time tested
maxdim.

Thesame spirit of ide-
alism that compelled the
colonists to stand in Bos-
ton aso gripped the very
soul of Martin Triptow. He
was a barber in a small
Midwestern town when
America entered the First

World War. As a messen-
ger between two frontline
American units, Triptow
often volunteered to run
dispatches between front
line units. He was eventu-
aly killed by a shell that
landed at hisfeet.

When he was carried
off the battlefield, a diary
was discovered on his
body. And on the diary's
flyleaf, there appeared the
words: "My Pledge." It
read asfollows: "We must
win this war. Therefore |
will work, | will save, I will
sacrifice, | will endure, | will
fight cheerfully and do my
utmost, as if the issue of
the whole struggle de-
pended upon me aone."

Americansoldiershave
always answered the call.
We have been able to re-
flect on another war that
started with a surprise at-
tack.

Just as that generation
mobilized and deployed to
foreign shores in order to
protect American National
security, we today have

deployed overseas to con-
front the enemy in the Glo-
bal War on Terrorism.

Just as that generation
defeated the forces of tyr-
anny in EuropeandAsia, we
havedefeated the Talibanin
Afghanistan and the corrupt
regime of Saddam Hussein
inlrag.

Just as that generation
liberated Europe and estab-
lished democracy in Japan,
thisgeneration hasliberated
Afghanistanandiscurrently
hel ping to establish democ-
racyinlrag.

Sowetoday followinthe
footsteps of that generation,
liberating the oppressed,
fostering democratic re-
forms and, above al, pro-
tecting theAmerican people,
evenif it means making the
ultimate sacrifice.

As long as America is
blessed with such young he-
roes, theefforts of the Found-
ing Fetherswill not havebeen
in vain and the fruits of their
Iabors will be preserved for
each future generation of
Americans. SNEMORA

TF 2-116 Armor trains Aruba police armorer

Task Force 2-116 went to
the Aruba Police Station re-
cently and conducted classes
on Supply. The peopleattend-
ing the class were the Chief,
AdnanKheroAli, Sgt. Husain
Mahmoud Ali and Sgt.
Mukkaram Jdd Kareem. Sgt.
Ali is the armorer and takes
care of most supply issues.
Sot. Kareemisthereparer and
maintainer of al radio equip-
ment. The class coovered in-
dructiononldentifyingitems
for turnin, direct exchanging
(DX), new issue, logt items,
and replacement of unser-

vicegbleitemsaswell asHow
to prepareturn-in documents,
assigning numbers to turn in
documents, processing re-

quests up to Police HQ, turn-

inginsuppliesand equipment,
and disposd of turn-in docu-

—_—

(5 ]
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TF 2-116 Soldiersrecave CSM coins |

SixTF2-116 Armor Sol-
diers were presented with
Command Sergeant Magjor
coinsrecently by Cmd. Sgt.
Mgj. Henry Chin.

Spc. Reynoldshasdem-
onstrated the ability to adapt
to the tasks of an infantry-

as vehicle PMCS and load
plansasaHMMWYV driver.
He has one of the best work
ethics| haveseeninan E-4,
always willing to do what-
ever it takesto get the mis-
sion accomplished at what-
ever cost. | am very proud

Soc. William Sevier was coined by Cmd. Sgt. Maj. Chin
for his unending dedication to duty and the mission.

man with little or no hesita-
tion to excel in his duties
tasked to him. Coming from
a mechanic MOS back-
ground he has shown his

to have Spc. Reynoldsonmy
fireteam.

Sgt. Bauer continually
goes above and beyond
what is asked of him on a

ties without hesitation and
he brings good experience
and knowledge to his
sguad from his civilian ac-
quired kills.

Spc. Quarles’ perfor-
mance asacting team leader
fromMay 1toMay 25,2005
far exceeding standards.
During histeam |eader’sab-
sence Spe. Quarlesexcelled
in al missions he was as-
signed. He demonstrated
exceptiond skillsinthelead-
ership and development of
his peers. His actions in-
spire cooperation and con-
fidence in people around
him. Heisan excellent sol-
dier and will make an out-
standing NCO.

Spc. Danford Wiesewas
“filler” for Troop E fromthe
1-160th FieldArtillery. He's
had some challenges with
this deployment, but has
settled into the HQ section
well. Heis assigned as the
XO'sdriver, but his supply

ability togothe
extra mile on
anything he
has been
tasked to do.
Showing awill
to learn new | M

jobssuchas50 |
cal. Gunner, || |
showing others
how to prop-
erly assemble
the weapon
and do a func-
tions check on
the weapon

Foc. Leighton Quarles’ can-do” attitude earned himthe
Cmd. Sgt. Maj.’scoin.

i
£

background
has been a
greathelpto
the unit and
he has
takenonthe
additional
duties as
the Troop's
supply
clerk. While
the Troop's
regular sup-
ply ser-
geant was
on leave, he

system. Spc. Reynolds also
has on many occasionsvol-
unteered to do work details
that hastaken away deepfor
him and at the end has
proven reliable to do his
other assigned duties such

daily basis. Heaccomplishes
taskswithout being told and
is dways the first to volun-
teer for any missions/jobs
that may arise. Sgt. Bauer
takes on many tasksthat are
beyond the scope of his du-

capably backfilled the posi-
tionwhiletheunit wasmov-
ingfromit’spatrol baseonto
theKRAB. Hiswillingness
to step up and do what it
takes to make the Troop
successful is a great ex-

ample of the flexibility of
our Soldiers.
Spc. Brandon Ditton

munication systems.
Sgt. 1st Class Carl

Jones was awarded a

Spc. Danford Wiese has demonstrated hisinitiative and
knowl edge and maintained the Supply room.

was presented a CSM coin,
for his vast amount of
knowledge and expedi-
tioustiming in maintaining
the battalion’s com-

CSM coin, for his out-
standing ability to main-
tain the battalion’s air
conditioning systemsin a
state of readiness.

> ot
cmd. Sgt. Maj.C

hin awarded Spc. Ditton and Sgt. 1st
Class Jones his CSM coinfor their accomplishments.

=1
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Muktars

HHC, TF2-116 Armor
recently discussed the
importance of the safety
of Kirkuk with local
Muktars. They were
asked to help gain infor-
mation about insurgent
activity from the local
neighborhoods.Also, to
tell the people of their
neighborhoods to not be
afraid to tell the police
and coalition forces
about criminalsor terror-
ists. The award money

HHC, TF 2—116 Armor meds W|th loca

Muktars.

MembersofHHC 2-116 AR pose with a group oflocal

programsin placefor those
that come forward within-
formation was explained

and that in regard to in-
formants, confidentiality
isforemost.

2-116 AR watchs peaceful Shi’ademonstration

A crowd of Shi'a
gathered peaceably along
police academy road to
expresstheir viewson the
future of Iraq and the
deaths of religious
leaders. The Shi’a stated

that the recent deaths of
religious|eaderswere not
by the hands of Shi’a. The
Shi’ aalso announced that
anti-lraqi forces (AIF)
need to be punished for
the crimes they commit,

Shi'ainthe Province of Kirkuk gathered peacefully to dem-
onstrate against AIF and condemned the murder of leaders.

Dr. r han runsthe program fr the entire Kirkuk Gover-

norate, keeping recordsfor censusand future campaigns.

saying “No to the Baath
Party” and “Yes to
Justice.” The
demonstration started at
4 p.m. and lasted until
about 5:30 p.m. It began
with  around 100
demonstrators and
finished with 400. TF 2-
116 Armor set up
Observation post sites on
the tops of houses to
monitor the situation.

TF 2-116 Armor addresses
business climate in Rizgari

TF 2-116 Armor
attended business
discussions on how to get
the local community more
involved with projects.
They presented an
introduction to the current
offerings of the Kirkuk
Business Center and how
to obtain a contracting
license. Further discussion
involved how to organize
local representation for the
citizensof Rizgari. Theloca

population has been very
supportive of the coalition
forces, with cooperationin
areas of security or general
information, leaders have
always been cooperative.
Interest in getting involved
with projects and local
government has been
expressed several times, so
the opportunity was taken
to pass out instructional
information to help
accomplish that goal.

soldiers of TF 2-116 Armor.

Citizens of Rizgari show the information acquired from

Peaceful demonstrations
such as this were not
possible under Saddam's

regime, agood indicator
of the progress of
freedom.

TF 2-116 Armor conducts Mumps, Measles and
Rubellaimmunization program for kids

A 14 day mumps,
measles and rubella
immunization campaign
is currently underway in
the governorate of
Kirkuk. The goal is to
immunize 112,000
children in a 2 week

period. 114 teams
throughout the
governorate will

conduct immunization
clinicsat fixed sites and
mobile teams will
conduct house to house
outreach to ensure no

child is missed. As of
the sixth day, the
campaign had reached

59% of the intended
goal, or close to 67,000
children immunized.

; eV | i
Most parents are anxious to have their children pro-
tected from disease by immuni zation.
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Youth show gppreciaionfor Soldiers, familiesonArmed ForcesDay

by Tanya Chin, ACo., TF2-116
Youth Group Coordinator

Upon reflection in our
lives, how many times do
we wonder, “Have | been
able to make a difference
in someone’s life? Was |
able to make today a bet-
ter day for them than yes-
terday was? Will my ac-
tions be a long-lasting
thought carried in
someone’s mind for years
to come?’ Upon ponder-
ing each of these ques-
tions, | realized that for
many of us the answers
are unknown and the im-
pact may never be
brought to light. | do how-
ever know of a group of
eighteen young Emmett
Junior High kids who
have made an impact on
our Military families.
Though they may never
know to what depths of
our hearts that they
warmed, | would liketo let
everyone know what they
have done to try to make

our lives a little
bit more bear-
able.
Deploymentis
very tough; there
is nothing harder
that | have expe-
rienced than put-
ting a loved one
on a plane and
sending themto a
war-torn country.
Thisyoung group
of kids saw our
unimaginable
pain and sacrifice
and then set forth

RN ir] \ 4
Thisgroup of eighteen Emmett Junior High studentssolicited funds,
food, drinksand arranged away to show their appreciation to Soldiers
and their familieson Armed Forces Day.

br = \

a plan to honor
the soldiers and their
families left behind. On
Armed Forces Day in the
Emmett City Park, many
civilians, military person-
nel and the families of de-
ployed soldiers, gathered
together to pay tribute to
our great defenders of
freedom. This grand
event was arranged by
the eighteen kids men-
tioned above; they solic-

ited and collected dona-
tions of money, food, and
drinks. They served the
families first and were
ever so thankful for us.
Upon getting in line late
because | was talking, |
was abruptly put to the
front by one of the young
boys who insisted that
thiswas about me and that
he would eat after me.
How often does that hap-

pen?

Upon hearing about
the event which so
touched the lives of the
families|eft behind, Cmd.
Sgt. Maj. Henry Chin
asked me to be sure that
each of these kids were
presented with his CSM
coin. Hethen asked meto
have Cmd. Sgt. Maj.
Rusty Lewis present them
on hisbehalf and have him

TF 2-116 Armor trains Aruba and Domies Police

The Platoon medic
for TF 2-116 Armor, in-
structed the Aruba po-
lice recently in Perform-
ing First Aid for a Sus-
pected Fracture and on

Performing First Aid to
prevent a Heat Injury.
The police had a strong
drive to learn and asked
for more training.The
training session was cut

Aruba policetrainees evaluate a volunteer casualty.

._.?f |

short by a Quick Reac-
tion Force (QRF) mis-
sion, but the police have
expressed their desire to
conduct further classes
in the near future.

TF 2-116 Armor con-
ducted several medical
task classeswith Domies
police at their police
station. Classes that
were taught by coalition
forcesincluded Evaluat-
ing a casualty, Treating
for shock, Applying a
field dressing, Stop the
bleeding of an extremity,
Splinting fractures and
Reporting casualties to
Police Headquarters.

The policemen were very
energetic and enjoyed the
practical exercises after
each block of instruction.

explain the importance of
this special privilege to
the kids and also to ex-
plain to the kids that
“Leading by Example”
means that they are jun-
ior leaders. Lisa Thomas
also presented the kids
with bracelets from the
family readiness group
and Certificates of Com-
mendation.

Thisgroup of kidstook
and successfully arranged
an event that even the
most giving and caring
adults would have shied
away from. Sometimes as
adults we do not say thank
you, wesimply assumethat
others know we are thank-
ful. They have definitely
made a differencein many
livesin Alpha Company. |
would likefor usall to say
Thank Youto them for they
have truly made an impact
and shown that lifeistruly
about caring, supporting,
understanding and appre-
ciating others.

They werealso given help
putting together Emer-
gency First Aid kits to
carry intheir vehicles.

Traineesfromthe Domies police have applied a tourni-
quet to thiscasualty’sleft arm.
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10K runnersdl proveto bewinners

The morning of Jun 11
dawned bright, sunny and hot
a FOB Warrior. At6:30am.,
the summer heat had not re-
dly hituslikethisbefore AFN
(TV) saidthelow temperature
for theevening was supposed
tobe79FinKirkuk and88Fin
Baghdad but felt liketheother
way around. We had 20 mae
runnersand 2 femaerunners
forthe10K run(6.2miles). At
7:00 am. when the runners
took their mark, the 90F tem-
peraturemedeit fed likenoon.
2ndTank waspresentinhdf a
dozen runners against 3rd
Tank,Army SFand other units
of the116 BCT. TheAir Force
sponsors this run each Satur-
day withitsownrunners tim-
ers, road guards and arunner
recovery vehicle. Each week
is different with new runners
joining eechrace

This 10Km racecourse
waslaidoutfromtheDFACto
the turn around point in be-
tween thetwo runwaysat the
northern perimeter road of the
KRAB and then back to the
datingline Thisrunfdtlikea
long distance as the runners
tried their best to stay ahead
of each other while the tem-
perature went up 5 degrees
thet hour. It definitdy wasmind
over matter for everyone.
Water pointswerea each2.5K
interval. T- shirts were given
to thefirst and 2nd place fin-
ishersinthemaeand femae
categories.

Thewinning timefor this
race was 38 minutes ran by
CPT Tiegsof the SFunit. Ev-
eryone had a good time and
everyone was supportive of
al the other runners, and ev-
ery runner finished the race

and were congratulated for
their efforts. ThisissnMWR
event that makes you forget
youareat FOB Warrior.

We encourage all those
who like to run, to partici-
pate. The starting lineisin
thevicinity of the4-way in-
tersection near thewhitetent
NE of the DFAC. Registra
tion starts at 0645 each Sat-
urday morning. Theeventis
free. Water and fruit is pro-
vided at the start and finish
lines. The races are either
5Kmrunsor 20Kmrelays(4
person team each runs5Km
each). On occasion, we run
10Km, 20Km and therewill
be 40Km runs too. Those
interested contact Cmd. Sgt.
Maj. Chinat DNVT 539-
1503,or 1t Lt. Conway at
DNVT539-1425.

TF 2-116 meetswith Kirkuk and Irag
health officials on PoI 10 vVaccination

campaign
by Saff Sgt. Jack White, 116
BCT Public AffairsNCO

FOB WARRIOR, lraq —
Soldiersof TF2-116thAr-
mor, met with Kirkuk Di-
rectorate of Health and
Iraq Ministry of Health
representatives June 19,
to discuss the upcoming
Polio Vaccination cam-
paign as well as other
health projects being
worked on in Kirkuk, as
well asmedical equipment
shortages.
Thediscussonwas
held with Dr. Burhan,
Kirkuk DOH and Dr.

CSM Briefing...

Continued from page3

thoughts of what we rep-
resent. With all that has
happened, that which is
happening and that which

‘ah ]
Dr. Abdul Jalil N. Hassan isthe Director of the Center fol
Disease Control (CDC) inIraq.

Abdul Jdil N. Hassan,
Irag MOH. ThePolio
vaccination campaign
isinresponsetothere-
cent outbreak of polio

is yet to be, let us stop
and take a deep breath
and ponder what direc-
tion we must take. L ead-
ers must reassess their
soldiersand ask the ques-
tion, “Are we on track to

casesaroundtheworld.
Iraq, in cooperation
withtheWorld Health
Organization (WHO)
and UNICEF, wantsto

accomplish our mission,
and prepared to stay fo-
cused while we prepare
for thefinal leg of our de-
ployment?”’

Soldiers must ask “Are
we focused enough to be

.n.‘&’ ] .

(L toR, 1strow); Capt Tegs 1st Lt. Conway, Cmd. Sgt. Maj.
Chin. (2nd row); Saff Sgt. Murphy, Spc. Galbreath, Sgt. 1st
Class Gerrein, Saff Sgt. Crawford and Saff Sgt. Preddy.

Messages...

Continued from page4

Capt. MikeBeck,

| promisedtoloveandto
comfort you, to support
and to carefor you and
toregpectandtocherish
you.Eigtyearslae, | ill
do!

Happy Anniversary! All
my Love, Jeri (Camryn
andCdebtoo!).

To our Daddy, Capt.
Miched Beck,Welove
you Daddy! Whenyou
comehome, wecango
tothefair, ridebikesand
gosvimming! Andthen
toDigneyland!!! (Wewiill
Oetadoglater) Say e
Wemissyouandweare
VERY proud of you!

XOXOXOXOX,
Camryn& Cdeb

Sgt. 1st Class Kevin
Mayton.

My Deares Kevin,
Thinking of you onour
18th wedding
anniversary. Onceagain
wespendour pecid day
gpart. Jug know thet you
arelovedand missed 0
very much. Countingthe
daysuntil wearetogether
again. Love you lots,
Daa

Sgt. 1st Class Wayne
Chedain,

Happy 9th Wedding
Anniversary, | lovebang
yourwifel!l! WithLove,
from Farrah (Adhlie &
Connortoo!).

assurean outbresk does
not happen here Kirkuk
DOH currently has318
teamsthat will be go-
ing houseto houseas-

safe? And are we watch-
ing out for each other?’
There is not one of us
ready to pack up and
head home, but yet the
time ahead is still faced
with uncertainty. Can we

suring vaccination of
the estimated 148,000
digiblechildren (ages
0-5) inthe Governor-
ate.

maintain the pace we
have created and not
stumble this close to the
end? | say we can and
we will if we just take
that deep breath and
take the next step.
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It wasn't too long after
wearrived hereinKirkuk thet
| first started to hear stories
of the past from local lead-
ers. Most of these stories
were geared towards break-
ing theiceand to revea ac-
tions from years gone by
and it showed how the Ira:
gis see themselves in the
light of history. Somestories
though, were told with the
idea of delivering a subtle
message of how they would
likeus, Codlition Forces, to
actintheir country. Theone
story that | heard several
times was the one of Abu
Nagjee and Abu Washair.

It seemsthat therewasa
man who lived in the south
by the name of Abu Najee
(meaning Father of Ngjee).
Thisman wasrenowned for
hispureliving; living God's
lawinhislife' sdeeds, aswell
asbeing aman of legendary
hospitality; Abu Najee was
aman who would help beg-
gars not just with alms
(which hedid of course) but
to go out of hisway to help
them find away to live life
with dignity. It seems that
Abu Ngjee believed in the
adagethat whilehe'd givea
man a fish in order to feed
him for a day, he'd much
rather teechamantofishand

How areyou seen?

by Lt. Col. Dan McCabe, TF3-116 Armor Commander

so feed him for the rest of
hislife. Hewasaman every-
one was glad to see and
who was respected im-
mensely for hisactions and
his kindly disposition.

Now at thesametime, in
atown close to Abu Najee
(or maybein the sametown
— the story differs with the
teller), theredsolivedaman
named Abu Washair. This
man's character was realy
quite the opposite of Abu
Ngee's. It was well known
that AbuWashair wasanin-
credibly selfish and stingy
man; heabused hiswifeand
servants and he had such a
surly attitude that people
went out of their way toavoid
himinthestreet wherever he
went. Hehad no truefriends
and was generally the most
despised man in town.

This story was well
known during thetimeof the
British occupation and the
Brits, withtheir finely honed
sense of occupation and
learning how to co-opt na
tive peoples, picked up from
a couple of hundred years
of empirebuilding, weregen-
erally respected very much
and soon earned the nick-

VR
Lt. Col. McCabe

name of “Abu Ngee.” The
first time | heard the story
the man who was tdlling it
to me finished and then
looked at meand asked, “so
now the question is how
will theAmericansbeviewed
by thelraqi people; will they
be Abu Najee or Abu
Washair?’

So how will we be
viewed? The tremendous
amount of work we do for
the people of Iraq; the
schoolsand medica clinics
we build, the water projects
and city hdls, the peace we
bring are al very good and
arevery gratefully received.
But the actions of afew can
poisonthe entire processfor
the many. The orders we
have for treating the Iraqi
people with dignity and re-
spect goalongwaysincam-
ing the fears of the popula

tion. Simplethingslike how
wedriveontheroad or treat
people when we enter their
home (or how thelragi Army
and Police- who arewith us
- enter their home), thewave
of greeting on the street and
aquick smileall work for us
ingetting thelragi peopleto
move in the direction we
think they should be mov-
ing. The simple truth our
mothers told us applies
here, ‘you get moreflieswith
honey than you dowithvin-
egar.

Most of us pride our-
selvesasliving by Christian
values, even if we aren’'t
regular church goers, and
the paramount rule we
should alwayskeepin mind
when we are out thereisto
‘do onto other as we would
have others do onto us.’
Thisbecomesvery difficult
sometimes, likewhenwesee
friends hurt from IED’s or
from small arms fire. The
thought that usually sur-
facesis, “how do | get some
payback on those bastards?
But don't fall into the trap
that the AIF is setting for
you here. They WANT you
to react like this. They

WANT vyou to retdiate on
civilians. They WANT usto
be surly and gruff and
viewed with fear because it
makes their job easier for
them. They are counting on
us to do just this thing and
it playsrightintotheir hands
when we do. We need to be
bigger thanthey areand cer-
tainly more patient. Weneed
to pick our targetsand go at
them with cold and ruthless
efficiency that differentiates
friend from foe (easier said
than done of course).

Revenge is a dish best
served cold, as the old say-
ing goes, and you can get
your satisfaction without
hurting the innocent, pro-
vided you know what you
are doing and you remem-
ber that every move and ac-
tion you make is being
closely watched. So think
caefully a how you act and
remember that we are more
oftenjudged ontheday today
actionswe present tothe pub-
licthanonthenumber of build-
ings we put up. Intheend it
will determinewhether weare
viewed asAbu Naee or Abu
Weghair. Persondly, I' djustas
soonbeseen astheformer and
not thelatter—it mekeslifehere
less complicated and a little
easer if nothing else.

TF3-116 Armor Soldiersdiscover largeterrorist muni t| onscache

by STaff Sgt. Jack White, 116
BCT Public AffairsNCO

Soldiersof TF 3-116
Armor, in conjunction
with TF 1-148th Field Ar-
tillery and the 4th Iraqi
Army (IA) Bn., discov-
ered and captured a vast
array of terrorist arms
and munitions June 29,
near the village of Sary
Tappa.

Acting on a report

from the 1A, Soldiers
from both TFs 3-116 AR
and 1-148 FA arrived to
investigate the report.
The cache contained
fuses, grendades, mortar
rounds, ammunition and
electronic components
used for making Impro-
vised Explosive Devices
(IEDs). The cache was
secured and destroyed,
putting a large dent in

the ability of local ter-
rorist cells to easily
manufacture |EDs,
which are typically used
to target defenseless
Iraqi citizens, especially
women and children.
Thanks to the efforts of
the coalition and Iraqi
forces here, every day
the people of Iraq find
themselves alittle more
safe and secure.

EOD d splays recovered |ED-making materlaJs and com-
ponents. (Photo furnished by TF 3-116 Armor)
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12 Purple Heartsawarded on | ndependence Day

Photos and Story by Saff Sgt.
Jack White, 116 BCT PAO

FOB WARRIOR, Iraq —
12 Soldiers of the 116th
Brigade Combat Team
on July 4 at Forward Op-
erating Base (FOB)
McHenry, were pre-
sented the Purple Heart
award for wounds re-
ceived in action earlier
this year.

The Soldiers, from TF 1-
163rd Infantry and a unit
attached to them, C Co.,
116th Engineer Bn., were
decorated personally by
the Commander of the
116th BCT, Brig. Gen. Alan
Gayhart, accompanied by
Lt. Col. Walsh, commander
of TF 1-163rd Infantry. The
ceremony was held before
aformation of their fellow

Snc. AdamBagley shakesthe hand of Brig. Gen. Alan Gayhart,
116th BCT commandey, after being decorated withthe PurpleHeart
Medal. To hisleft isfdlow awardee, Soc. Mark Cruz

soldiers.

The awardees were; Sgt.
Tim Swander, of HHC, 1-
163rd Infantry, Spc.
Jonathon Pemp, of C Co.,
116th Engineer Bn., Sgt.
Kelly Nieskens, of C Co.,
TF 1-163rd Infantry, Spc.
John Middlemas, of C Co.,
TF 1-163rd Infantry, Spc.
Nathaniel Loomis, of HHC,
1-163rd Infantry, Sgt. Rich-
ard Kivett, of C Co., 116th
Engineer Bn., Staff Sgt.
AllenHunt, of C Co., TF 1-
163rd Infantry, Spc. Chet
Hoerner, of C Co., TF 1-
163rd Infantry, Staff Sgt.
Daman Hall, C Co., 116th
Engineer Bn., Staff Sgt.
Christopher Grudzinski, of
B Co., TF 1-163rd Infantry,
Spc. Mark Cruz, of B Co.,
of TF 1-163rd Infantry and
Spc. Adam Bagley, of HHC,
1-163rd Infantry.

The Purple Heart award
was established by General
George Washington at
Newburgh, New York, on
August 7, 1782 to honor
those wounded in action
during atime of war.

Soldiers of TF 1-163rd Infantry and attached units stand
ready to witnessthe presentaton of the Purple Heart Medal to
12 of their fellow soldiersat FOB McHenry, July 4, 2005.

Sgt. Tad Swander stands at attention as the orders are
posted, then he is the first one presented the Purple Heart

Medal by Brig. Gen.Gayhart, commander of the 116th BCT.

% - T 2
Sot. KelyNieskensof C Co., TF 1-163rd Infantry, after being presentedthePurple
Heart Medal from 116th BCT Commander,Brig. Gen. Alan Gayhart. He standswith
fellow awar dees Soc. Jonathon Pemp (L), and Soc. John Middlemas, (R)

All 12 Purple Heart awardees ater being presented the Medal by the
commander of the 116th BCT, before being presented to the formation of
their fellow soldiers at rear, on July 4, 2005.
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TF1-163 medics save the life of an lraqgi mfant

FOB WARRIOR, Irag—
Soldiersof the 116 Bri-

gade Combat Team (BCT)
assisted an Iragi family
from Kirkuk Provincewho
brought their 3 month old
baby to Forward Operat-
ing Base (FOB) McHenry
June 18.

The family brought
the baby to their village
doctor and the Hawijah
hospital to remove afour
inch abscess from the
baby’s chest. Neither the
doctor nor the hospital
could assist due to the
lack of expertise and tech-

Task Force 1-163 Infantry medlcs apply dressi ng tothe
baby after removing the four inch abscess from the child’s
chest June 18. (Photo submitted by TF 1-163rd Infantry)

Acceptanceor Denial...

Continued from page6

request must come from
the commander of that
organization. He is not
required to request afill
by regulation, which
perturbs many soldiers
waiting in line for rank.
Low density MOS’'s
have the slowest
upward mobility and one
may have to look at
other options. Many
soldiers have
approached me about
promotions and | ask
them, “What are you
doing to prepare
yourself?” In most cases
soldiers are standing in
the waiting line doing
nothing, but expect to
be promoted. The best
advicel can giveistake

correspondence
courses. It is the fastest
way to gain knowledge
and points. Then some
will say “I am deployed
and do not have access
to a computer.” This is
true, but prior to
mobilization should not
have affected their
opportunity. Then | hear
that they do not own a
computer to log on, or
know where to go to get
logged in. Training
NCO’s at the unit had
better be willing to help
and in some cases can
provide a computer
during business hours
to give them access. The
local library is another
option if friends and
family do not own a
computer. Bottom line
is, do not sit back and

nology.

“Many areas of Iraq
lack sufficient primary
health care due to inad-
equate development of
medical service by the
previous Saddam re-
gime,” said 1st Lt. Patrick
McCabe, a 145th Support
Battalion physician as-
sistant attached to Task
Force 1-163 Infantry. “As
Iragistrust and work with
Coalition forces, they will
quickly realize that the
coalition soldiersare here
to help them unlike the
terrorists who seek to de-
stroy and murder the in-
nocent children, men and
women of Irag.”

In a desperate last
ditch effort, the father
brought the baby to the
FOB McHenry gate. Task

expect a promotion, earn
it. In support of some
complaints, yes some
positions fall through
the cracks and some
seem to stall for no
apparent reason and
could politics be
involved? Who knows?
An S-1 representative or
the 1SG and Cmd. Sgt.
Maj. should give you an
answer. Do not listen to
rumors of openings in
units that you can be
promoted to, or
statements made by
individuals that do not
have the facts. Ask the
command for the facts
and get results.

Bottom line for this
message is... Most of
therules we follow here
are not of our own
making, itisgiven from

TF 1-163rd Infantry)

ATask Force 1-163 Infantry medic consolesthelittle one
asthey apply wound dressing June 18. (Photo submitted by

Force 1-163 Infantry med-
ics went to work on the
small child, opening up
the abscess found in the
child’schest. The medics
drained and cleaned the
abscess and, after see-
ing the severe situation
the baby was in, evacu-
ated theinfant to the Air

Division and higher. Itis
not for Command
Sergeant Majors or
NCO’s to make
regulations or policies,
we enforce them. The
ones that ignore
violations in regards to
uniforms, alcohol,
sexual relations, and
soldier welfare are the
problem. Soldiers
demand leaders that
both set the example and
follow the rules. We
need to accept that we
arein aset environment
and do not have choices
as we would at home.
Thisisnot acomfortable
setting we arein, but we
are doing well, overall.
It's only a few that are
in denial that create
illusions of misery and
mistreatment.

Force's emergency medi-
cal facility (EMEDS) on
FOB Warrior.
According to
EMEDS personnel, the
child only had about 24
hours to live if un-
treated. The TF 1-163 In-
fantry medics saved the
baby’s life, they said.

NGB Chief visit...

Continued from page4

legislation to make it so
providers have to accept
TRICARE if they accept
MEDICAID, which should
reduce the numbers who
won't accept TRICARE.

Dominguez and other
Air  Force leaders
addressed the group
regarding the future
direction of the Air Force,
giving the Airmen present
a glimpse into the vision
for the future of warfarein
the sky and space.

The 116th BCT took
over responsibility for
combat operations in
Kirkuk and Sulaymaniyah
Provincesin February, but
turned security operations
for Sulaymaniyah
province over to lraqi
security forces June 1.
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I”m sure that most of
you have had someone
wish you “Happy
Ground Hog Day” some-
time, if not many times,
during this deployment.
This is as most of you
know a direct reference
to the movie Ground
Hog Day starring Bill
Murray and Andie
McDowell. In the movie
Murray plays an arro-
gant, cynical and totally
unhappy small station
TV weatherman who
travels with his crew to
Punxsutawney, Pennsyl-
vania to do a weather
story. The town’s only
claimtofameisthatitis
home to
Pahunksatawnee Phil,
the famous rodent who
every year signals the
arrival of spring or -- six
more weeks of winter.
The entire movie re-
volves around Murray
waking up every morn-
ing to the same Sonny
and Cher song, I’ ve Got
You Babe, and going
through Ground Hog
Day — over and over
again. Watching Murray
go through a series of

Groundhog Day

by Cmd. Sgt. Maj. Green, TF 148 Field Artillery

very different stages as
he tries to cope with this
dilemma is what makes
Ground Hog Day agreat
movie.

Murray’s first reac-
tion when he realizes
what is happening is one
of shock and denial. He
cannot believe that this
is really happening to
him. He plods through
the day, not wanting to
go to bed because he
knows that it will only
start all over again. Af-
ter the initial shock
wears off he moves
through other stages in-
cluding a stage of de-
pression and anger. He
becomes destructive
and mean and takes out
his frustrations on
those around him. For-
tunately he soon real-
izesthat thisis doing no
one any good, espe-
cially himself and he
moves on to something
else. He decides to make
the best of an unpleas-
ant situation. He knows
what is coming each day
so he manipulates the

The500th Round

Submitted by Howitzer
Battery, 1-148th FA Bn.

FOBWARRIOR, Irag-
OnApril 29, 2005 How
Battery 1-148th Field
Artillery made another unit
milestone while deployed
in Irag. Near midnight,
HOW 12, crewed by Spc.
Bryan Rowberry, Spc.
CarlosMoreno, Sgt. Brent
Holm, and Staff Sgt. Troy
Harris fired the 500th
round the battery hasfired

since crossing into
country. BothHOW 12 and
HOW 13 were firing
separate missions in
support of Iragi Army
troops in Al Huwayjah.
These fires were a

continuation of the
support 1st Platoon,
Howitzer Battery had been

providing sincethe 27th of
April in conjunction with
Task ForceGriz, TF 1-163rd
Infantry.

Cmd. Sgt. Maj.
Green

situation to his advan-
tage and goes after the
hot chick, Andie
McDowell. Knowing full
well what is coming each
day he learns her likes
and dislikes, her aspira-
tions, her hopes and
dreams and playsinto all
of them in order to win
her heart. But, alas in
the process something
happensto him. At first
all heis concerned with
isthelustin hissoul for
McDowell, but in pursu-
ing this lust he begins
to change. He begins to
grow and mature as a
man and as a human be-
ing. He finds peace and
happiness and for the
first time in who knows
how long, beginsto feel
good about himself. He

“l didn’t realize at the
time that | had fired the
500th round until | was
told a few days later,”
Spc. Moreno said. “I am
glad to do my part when
called upon.” The gun
chief Stafff Sgt. Harris
commented further, “We
stand ready at any time
to support the infantry
when needed. | am proud
of my crew and the hard
work they have done to
make the time standards

begins to think more
about the problems of
others, than he does his
own and in the end he
becomes a better man.
So, what the heck
does this have to do
with anything? I’m sure
you see what I’'m get-
ting at here. Iraq is our
Ground Hog Day -
yours and mine! To me
the parallels are obvi-
ous. We have all gone
through various stages
during this deployment,
and for many of usthose
stages have probably
been similar, if not the
same as Murray’sin the
movie. Think back to the
first week you were
gone. Were you not to
some extent in shock and
disbelief at what was
happening to you? |
know | was. Did not the
frustrations and doubts
coupled with the some-
times questionable poli-
cies and training prac-
tices of the 5th Army
and 91st Division begin
to depress and anger
you? Did you not at

and then maintain
them.”

The crew of four on
the Paladin has been
together since Ft. Bliss,
Tex. Much of thetraining
and time spent together
has helped them become
a solid, cohesive crew.
“We were running
multiple missions and
without the dry firing we
have done to get ready,
the constant changing

would have been abigger

some point begin to
think to yourself I'll
show them? | can take
anything they can throw
at me. And finally, at
some point did you not
start to feel pretty good
about yourself? Did you
not begin to feel agreat
sense of pride and ac-
complishment about
what you were doing?

It's been a long year.
None of you are the same
person you were a year
ago. You haveall changed
and | truly believethat the
vast mgjority of you have
changed for the better.
You have seen and done
things in the past twelve
months that most civil-
ianswill never experience
and for sure, will never
understand. | know that
you are all better soldiers
than you were ayear ago.
| submit to you that you
are also better men.
Thanks for what you do
and who you are.

And oh by the way,
don't forget that in the
end — Bill Murray DOES
get the hot chick. Bonus!

Happy Groundhog
Day!

challenge. | am sure that
later on when we get
home we will think back
on this and be proud of
our contribution to this
fight we are involved
in,” said Harris. 1st PIt.
and it's sister platoons
are standing ready and
continually training to
be there whenever,
wherever the boots on
the ground need light or
steel rain from above.
Hellhounds!
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Proword. What do we
need to know about prowords
for? What 1S a proword? As
opposad to the contemporary
dangteem”...WORD.",isita
word that worksfor aliving?

Nope. It'sshort for Proto-
col Word.A prowordisashort
word knownto everybody on
the net. It provides a kind of
shorthand to alow the opera:
tor quicker comprehension.
Useof proper prowordsshort-
enstrangmissontimeandin-
creases understanding, par-
ticularly over poor connec-
tionsor under high Sresssitu-
ations.

Proper use of prowords
makesup ahuge chunk of ra-
dio protocol. Radio protocol
alowsusto send quick trans-
missions and get our mean-
ing across without ditortion.
Quick transmissions are nec-

InApril | spokeabout my
first-hand observations of a
nation, Irag, rebuildingitsalf.
Thisrebuildingissomething
very positive. It'sabigplus
because it means that |ead-
ersacrosstheland arethink-
ing of the possibility of
meaningful peace and pros-
perity. WhilelEDsoccasion-
ally gooff inlrag, andinno-
cent Iragi people are killed
or maimed, thankfully there
are leaders willing to work
towards stabilization and
democratization. Peace and
prosperity should alwaysbe
in men'shearts. Thisfocus
on well-being is dways an
important matter inthe heart
of God.

Part of my roleasaChap-
l[ainwiththe1-148 Field Ar-
tillery isproviding an oppor-
tunity for American soldiers
to experience peace and
spiritual prosperity of heart
and mind. It's really about

Scorpion Signal

by Capt. Darrin Crisp, 145th SPT Bn. S-6

essary for efficiency reasons.
Wereguireefficiency invoice
reception, because we don't
want to repesat ourselves. We
require efficiency as wel to
minimizetranamissontimeon
the net so the net is not so
crowded. Everybody knows
what it's like trying to get a
spot report through on abusy
commeand net. It's very frus-
tratingtohavetowait assome
good o’ boy from Atlanta,
Idaho dtretches out his spot
report to a couple of para
graphs when it could have
beenafewwords. Findly,and
not soimportantinthesedays
of frequency hopping and
uncrackablecryptography, we
want to minimizethetimeon
the net to avoid being picked
up by radio direction finding

equipment and by enemy in-
teligencegathering activities.

How we operate our ra-
dios is prescribed by proto-
cols. Each type of net has a
prescribed protocol. Police
departments, for example, op-
eratetheir radiosbased onpro-
tocolsthet differ from depart-
ment todepartment. Policede-
partment protocol sdiffer from
Avidtion protocols and those
differfromHAM radio proto-
colsand thosediffer from our
military protocols. Once you
know one system, it's rela
tively easy to make a trang-
tion. However, using the
wrong protocol for thesystem
you are using is confusing
and detracts from your mes-
sage.
Aspat of themilitary com-

municationsprotocol, marny of
our transmissions are very
routine. Therefore, inthemili-
tary, our messages are often
predetermined. “Radio
Check” isone of them. | say
again, proper protocol for a
radio check in the military is
predetermined. We make an
initid trangmisson: “ Bravo52,
thisisAlpha61, Radio Check,
over.” The recaving station
replies “ Alpha6l, thisisBravo
52, Roger, Out.”

That'sit. Two transmis-
sions and we know the ra-
diois functional. Because
of the type of radios we
use, we don’t have a tun-
ing capability. We can
make judgments based on
the quality of transmission
we receive from the other

A senseof well-baeing

by Chaplain William Nicholson, 145th SPT Bn.

having a sense of well-be-
inginthecombat zone! Out-
side of the regular stresses
of living in a combat envi-
ronment andloneliness, | am
finding that the main reason
soldier’s experience
“troubled hearts’ is not be-
cause of the daily stresses
of the job, but because of
deep concern of what may
be happening at home.
Sincehomerel ated prob-
lemsare abig issuefor sol-
diers, they arereminded and
encouraged to seek help
fromtheir Chaplain, Combat
Stress Unit or someone in
their chain of commandwho
is able to help. For anyone
inCONUSwhoisexperienc-
ing hardship or difficult re-
lationship with their “ sepa
rated” partner in Irag, they
areencouraged to seek their

church pastor. Seeking and
finding help from someone
is important since, most of
thetime, problemsnever go
away on their own.

The Chaplain, if heis
doing hisjob, isabeacon of
hope, atower of faith, anda
bond of love for struggling
soldiers. Is the Chaplain
adequate for the task? Yes
and no! The Chaplain is
trained to the best of what
their military and seminary
education provides (soldier
skills, theology and clinical
pastoral counseling), but
spiritually thereshould beal-
waysasenseof humility and
dependency upon God and
His Word in order to fulfill
His Will and purposes for
us. We have “this treasure
injarsof clay”, but God ac-
cepts and uses our service

never-the-less. Paul the
Apostle learned to accept
his limitations and weak-
nesses, so “that the power
of Christ may dwell in me”
(2 Corinthians12:9). Thisis
the same spiritual power
which is a major factor in
helping individuals when
they are “down and out”.
When soldiers leave
their spouses two things
happen; either the relation-
ship strengthens or it weak-
ens. If therelationship wesk-
ens, infidelity may occur. It
is my prayer that soldiers
spend as much time, now,
during their deployment to
pray for their spouses and
children, invest quality time
and energy in communicat-
ing by telephonewith them,
send cards, and even hand
written letters (instead of

end, and know we need to
extend our antennas. Be-
yond that, the radio works
or it doesn’t work. No need
to give aquality statement
(“Fair-Readable’, “Five By
Five’) or any other infor-
mation. Incidentally, qual-
ity statementsarevalid and
are used by other radio
nets in order to improve
their transmission quality
and/or distance. They are
just not generally used by
current Army tactical nets.

A big part of all radio
Voice communications pro-
tocols, prowords enhance
transmission effective-
ness. They also make it
easier for non-English
speakers to understand or
send messages. An experi-

Continued on page18

email) to the family mem-
bers. Now is the time to
stock up on “coming home”
giftsfor our family members.
Let's keep the home fire's
burning!

Many of us are already
thinking of redeploying
homeinafew months. Now
is as good atime as any to
nourish your marriage rela
tionship and family so that
you will have something to
come back to. By keeping
theserel ationshipspositive,
therewill be asense of well
being inthe combat zone as
well ashome! Let meoffera
couple of suggestions that
you can use to help nourish
your significant relation-
ships during your separa-
tion: Permit each person to
be him or herself. Accept
them as they are. Be grate-
ful for what isthere, not an-

Continued on pagel18
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| wasnever big onwrit-
ing papers in school, so
when | was asked to write
an article | was abit un-
sure of myself. | angoing
to tell you abit about my-
self and some lessons |
have learned from being
here.

When the Coalition
Forces invaded Iraq in
2003, | wasglad that | was
at homewatchingitonTV.
Shortly after, our turncame
tobehereinIrag. Just like
most of you, it was hard
for metoleavehometo go
to Texas and it was even
harder to leave when we
left for Kuwait.

| always pictured Iraq
to look like the deserts of
Kuwait or just a barren
desert. Whenwearrived at

E-4 Point of View

by Spc. Seth Helms, 148th FA Bn.

8ur new Forward Operating
BaseinNorth EasternIrag, |
was amazed to see moun-
tains in the distance. |
thought | was seeing a mi-
ragel  Winter came and so
did thesnow. What aplace!
Thisisjust like the area of
Southern ldaho where |
grew up.

My jobisto helprunthe
Operation Center of an out-
laying FOB. | havelearned
so much since | have been
here. Most of what | learned
isabout how much the 1SG
and the Commander work
together to makethe FOB an
effective unit. | have seen
our cohesive unit do the
right thing when the popu-
lar thing was to do other-
wise.

| havealsolearned quali-

tiesthat | will need when|
become a leader. Some-
timeswork isrequired out-
sdeof our scheduled work
hours. Sacrificing some
thingsyou want for your
troops may be required.
When a good chewing
out comes, just take it
like aman and move on.
These are just a few of
the lessons that | have
learned so far from being
here.

Asof right now, there
isn’t adate when we are
scheduled to return
home, however | know
that if we work hard and
put our minds to the
task, timewill fly. Wewill
beback innotime. Take
care and I'll see you

around.

A senseof well...

Continued from page21

noyed by what they can’t
give.

Give each other space.
We are entitled to our pri-
vate feelings and thoughts.
Persons who try to invade
the inner space of one an-
other risk destroying there-
|ationship.

Be loyal. Loyalty is
faithfulness. It means* be-
ing with” your friend in
bad times as well as good
and be true to each other
even though you are sepa-
rated.

Give praise and encour-
agement. Tell your family
members what you like
about them, how thankful
you are for their presence
inyour life. Delightintheir
talents, applaud their suc-
Cesses.

Be honest. Open com-
munication is the essence
of relationship. Express
your feelings, good and
bad, instead of bottling up
your anger or anxiety. Clear-
ing the air makes therela-
tionship grow. But be
aware of what isbetter |eft
unsaid.

Trust your spouse. We
live in a messy, imperfect
world made up of imperfect
people. Trust can be be-
trayed, but it isessential to
friendship asequals. Make
an effort to believe in the
intrinsic goodness of your
Spouse.

My prayers go out, not
only to your spouse, but
especially toyour children
waiting at home. | know
two soldiers that had chil-
dren born to them during
their deployment. They are
anxiously awaiting the day

when they can see their
newbornsfor thefirst-time.

The Chaplain has two
girls, one aged 10 and the
other 11. Recently, each
daughter sent me a special
birthday card expressing
their feelings and tearsfor
the hand written cards |
sent them earlier. | invested
time and energy for them;
in turn they invested their
positive and loving
thoughts and feelingswith
their father.

As you invest your
time and energy for your
own loved ones, they will
respond favorably. Truly if
love is there, like the old
saying goes, “with ab-
sence, the heart grows
fonder”. And withtruelove
expressed and patiently
practiced, there will be
peace at home and in the
combat zone.

Scorpion Sgnal...

Continued from page21

ence | had several weeks
ago serves to illuminate
this concept. | needed to
exchange some informa-
tion with a German
speaker over a poor tele-
phone connection. In or-
der to spell out the direc-
tions he was giving me,
we used common NATO
prowords and the Inter-
national Phonetic Alpha-
bet. In the space of afew
minutes| had theinforma-
tion | needed, even
though the language bar-
rier and the connection

imposed significant hin-
drances to communica-
tions.

Knowledge of our
Army protocols will
greatly ease communica-
tionsin thefield, when it
counts. Use of prowords
help you get your mes-
sage across clearly and
send or receive feedback
about the message.

Just remember that
the military system we
use today is designed to
facilitate communica-
tions, by speeding up
transmission and by in-
creasing comprehen-
sion.

Graduation Time

by Pvt. David Harris, 148th FA Bn.

Hereinlrag, alot of things
have changed since Saddam
wasremoved from power. No
whereisthat more clear than
a the graduation of the Iraqg
Police. | attended the gradua:
tionof adassof Iragi Policein
Sulaymaniyah, recently.

It was much like a basic
training graduation. Everyone
came in and sat down, and
then the graduates were
marchedin. Themarchingisa
little different than ours—
much more exaggerated than
ours. Wedo 9to thefront and
6totherear; they do 29tothe
front and 16 to therear. Even
%0, they were dl perfectly in
dep and their arms swung in
perfect unison. After they were
dl lined upinformation, high
ranking offiddsfromthelragi
Policeand the Peshmerga, the
Kurdish military, gave
Speeches to honor the gradu-
ates. Oneof themstuck inmy
mind.

Given by the Head of In-
telligence for the Peshmerga,
his whole speech was about
the change between the po-
liceinthetimeof Saddamand

the current police. In an area
that is almost entirely
Kurdish, thelragi policewere
not exactly the most courte-
ousand helpful group. They
abused the power that they
had and expl oited everything
they could. They wereterror-
istsin their own way. Now,
the Iragi Police do the same
thing ours do: protect and
serve.

We take for granted
simplethingslikethe ability
tocal onthepoliceand have
their help and support. Un-
der Saddam, that kind of se-
curity was nonexistent. The
police didn’'t have rules to
guide them, didn’t have the
responsibility to do theright
thing and they had the back-
ing of Saddam and his party
if they wanted to misusethe
authority and power they
had.

Many things have
changedinlragsincetheUS
Army came. This,inmy opin-
ion, is the most important
change: thelragiscanrely on
themselves for protection
and justice.
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FOBWARRIOR, Irag- The
148th Field Artillery Bn.
honoredand memoaridized Sgt.
Miched Kelley, amember of
the 101st Field Artillery
Regiment., who was logt on
June5th, 20065whileunlcading
aChinook helicopterin Shkin,
Afghanian. The remem-
brance servicewasconducted
by the 148th Battalion

TF 1-148 Field Artillery

Service of Remembrance

for Sgt. Michael Kelley

Chaplainwilliam Nicholson.
Friends from his unit were
present, asswdl asBrig. Gen.
Alan Gayhart, 116th BCT
commander, Lt. Col. Russ
Johnson, commander of the
148th FA Bn. and severd Bn.
daff members. Sgt. Kdley's
booats, rifle, hedmet and dog

'Ct. Bremer speakswith

Chaplain Nicholson asthecer-
emony is about to begin. Sgt. Kelley's photograph, boots,
helmet, rifle and dog tags are presented on the podium

Soldiers of the 148th F

met and |.D. tags.

s
A pay their respects as th
and salute the presentation of Sgt. Kelley's boots, rifle,

ey

tags were placed on the
presentation platform prior to
the ceremony.

Theceremony beganwith
the invocation by Chaplain
Nicholson, thenheleadinthe
singing of Amazing Grace.
Capt. JP.Berner ddiveredthe
eulogy, and severd Soldiers
spoke about Sgt. Kelley.
Several minutes of silent
meditation were observed
while the bagpipes skirled
quietly in the background.
Chaplain Nicholson then
offered the benediction,
followed by Sgt. Kelley's
fellow soldierscoming before
the presen-tation platform,
where they then passed and
saluted, paying their final
respectstoafriend, aheroand
afdlow soldier.

Sgt. Michad Kelley was
bornon September 2,1978, to
Joe and Karen Kdley. Sgt.
Keley was survived by a
brother, Shawn P. Kdley, two
sgers KarianneJ. Golemme
of Rockland and Colleen
Kelley of  Scituate,
Massachusetts,
GrandmathersCamdlaKdlley
of Rockland and Ethel Tuv of
Randalph, andhisniece, Olivia
Gdemme

Heserved with the 102nd
FedArtillery, Massachusetts
Army Nationd Guard, as a
Cheplain'sAssigant. Later, he
sarved as a Radar Operator
with EchoBattery, 101 Feld
Artillery Regiment (Target
Acquistion).

Sgt.Keley was awarded
theBronze Star Medd withV
device, the Purple Heart, the
Army Good Conduct Medd,
the Nationa Defense Service
Medd, the Iragi Campaign
Medd.

(L to R), Chaplain Nicholson, Capt. Berner, 1st Sgt.
Lt. Col. Johnson, Brig. Gen. Gayhart.

“Soldiers of the 148th Field Artillred to pay ther final

respectsto friend and fellow soldier, Michael Kelley.
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Sun Mon Tues | Wed | Thurs Fri Sat
1 2
A i
Bingo Progressive
e 1500 Bingo
2000
(@) KBR
[ Karaoks
S 2000 2130
o 3 4 5 6 T & 9
-y Wi Fovrh Blackjack/ SWING Progressive
e Fremier of Texas LUNCH Ping-Pong BINGO Bingo
0700,1900 & UL ] Hold’em/ BINGO 2000 1500 2000
Q. 2100 Ereals 8-Ball 1200
2000 Mavie j Karaoke
- g Chess 1900 Fegmign 2130
— Blaokjack Spades 0700,1900,
a 2030 2015 2100 2000
C 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Wgwig Fremier LUNCH LUNCH Bunkos/ Bazaar
A 0700,1900 & BINGO BINGO Ping-Pong Bazaor 0900-1700
—I uuoa 1200 Texas 1200 2000 1300-2100
Hold'em/ Progressive
< IEE e A 2000 | Desisoo | o0 2000
Blackjack 2000 Spades 0700,1900, Karaoke
Z 2030 2015 2100 2130
O 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
0 Masie Framier H.Nﬁ.“.w Hhh.% Casino Z& “HH“M. Eﬁi
0 07001900 & 1200 Texas 1200 1500 2000
Hold’em/ Mazviz
s Foosball/ Fight Night 8-Ball Chess 1900 Premier — -
Blackjack 2004/ 2000 Spades 0700,1900, Top 4 2130
2030 Dominoes 2100 ght
e F ”g.—.— == 7 2000 s 2000
24 28 26 aT 28 29 30
CALL 460-1614 FOR DETAILS _ Wovie LUNCH LUNCH KRAB SWING Progressive
Fremier BINGO Texas BINGO Feud BINGO Bingo
EHE & 2100 H“E Euﬁgﬁ H“E E Hma uﬂg_
USAF NBA Live 2005/ ﬂﬂ_ Waowg KBR ﬂmnw%uﬁ
Madden/ oA Darts 1900 Espervd
Blackjack 2000 uﬂﬂ- 0700,1900,
2030 2100 2000
Combat Support & Community Service KRAB GUSTA
FINALS




