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ENGINEER Assistant, 1st Lt. Ken Craver, were able to provide first aid for minor injuries and hand out medicine to
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IT TAKES A VILLAG EStory by Staff Sgt. Anna Rutherford
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SPECIAL POINTS St . Francis of Assisi once said fAiWhere there i
OF INTEREST: rance.o0 This is the adage which emanated from
Currahee have been making to one village in Paktika Province, Afghanistan.

e Submit your story to the

Gridley f‘]'o:e:d@ i Soldiers from Task Force Gridley, Oregon and Nebraska Army National Guard, and soldiers from
rutl
Zr\],\r;:::m;m?{! " Task Force Red Currahee, 101st Airborne Division, have planned and coordinated various projects to

help a village, high in the mountains of Paktika. One mission in early March brought this Afghan
village humanitarian aid to combat the drastic toll the harsh winter weather had taken on its agricul-
o The Gridley Globe is now  ture. This humanitarian aid came in the form of large sacks of wheat, flour, rice, beans, tea and other

available online at: items delivered via Chinook helicopters courtesy of the 101st Airborne Division, Task Force Curra-
‘C’W";'oreg?”'_q‘;‘i/O_Z"Df hee. The Chinooks dropped large nets into the village containing the humanitarian aid, as well as

00K on the rignt side o ) . . H
the page under large sacks of concrete in preparation for a dam project, managed by 2nd Lt. Ray Jones, 1249 Engi-

oNews | et t er s 6neer Battalion, Task Force Gridley, Oregon Army National Guard.

iltds been a chall enge t dStayecaeniingedontPage8 dam, 0 s«
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IT TAKES A VILLAGE{Story continued from front page}

Ailtds going to be very rewarding to see it complete
Civil Military Operations team. Civil Military Operations works with various civilian, government and other entities in
order to help the local population through sustainable skills and projects.

The dam will provide longerm sustainability for the village by providing an easier way to irrigate agriculture. Along
with the dam, there will also be other projects, which will provide the village with access #ietongnd stable re-
sources.

This particular mission brought together members of the 506th Infantry, 101st Airborne Division, Task Force Red Cu
rahee, Task Force Gridley Operations personnel, medics and civil military operations.

On a lighter note, Soldiers were also able to hand out toys to the village children during the visit, which delighted botl
the village adults and children alike. The village served lunch for all the Soldiers, allowing cultures to come together
over a common element: food.

4 Left: Task Force Gridley Civil Military Operations Officer 2Lt. Ray
fe ‘”f‘: Jones explains a diagram drawing of the proposed dam to Afghan
; villagers via an interpreter. The dam will enable the village to allevi-
ate irrigation problems and assist in future agricultural projects.

¢ Below left: Afghan children enjoy small wooden toys delivered by
Soldiers of Task Force Gridley.

Below right: Soldiers from 1-506th Infantry, 101st Airborne Divi-
sion, Task Force Red Currahee and Soldiers of the 1249th Engi-
neer Battalion, Task Force Gridley sit down to an Afghan meal in a
village in Paktika Province, Afghanistan. The Soldiers delivered
concrete and humanitarian aid with the help of 101st Airborne Divi-
sion aviation assets.
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THE BIG RED- 623 ENGINEER COMPANY r;l\'

As the month of March progresses, the warmer temperatures are starting to arrive. Although spring is a si
of relief, not even the cold temps and snow of the previous month could slow down the troops of the 623rd
Engineer CompanyVith weather conditions preventing some missiofif?latoon went back to focusing on
FOB Sharana improvements-dpans were a top priority while the troops were available, and the Battalion
put in a request to have some of their offices remodeled in support of operations. The winter weather condi
tions also prompted®IPlatoon to add some amenities to the FOB Sharana weapons range. An awning over
the firing positions will prevent the troops from having to lie in the mud, and an ammo shack will also dou-
ble as a warming shack when temperatures drop below fre&angnd Platoon was also impacted by the
winter weather while at Orgui (OE). Drainage of melting snow proved to be poorly planned. One of the
two B-Huts being constructed required innovative thinking by the leadership to prevent a sinking f8oter. 2
Platoon was also tasked with a very important mission here on FOB Sharana. The material staging yard (|
of Materials yard) supplies material to multiple FOBs in the area. Remodeling, organizing, and accountabil-
ity have been a main focus fo'2 | at oon. The Sol diers call it the

Above left: Soldiers of First Platoon, 623 Engineer Company, Task Force Gridley, work on the rifle range on FOB Sharana.

Above right:  Snow melts inside a 2nd Platoon B-Hut during construction at Orgun-E.

Below: Tactical Operations Center project with tiered desks at OE courtesy of 3rd Platoon, 623rd Engineer Company, Task Force
Gridley.

Platoon has had its own tribulations with the weather. The muddy conditions have prevented much progress
the fencing around the detention facility. So the Platoon shifted its focus to the mission at OE and living con-
nexes. At OE they have nearly completed the construction of a Battalion Tactical Operations Center (TOC)
which is only one of three buildings. With a short timeline and limited persorihBlaBon was able to com-
plete 10 connexes in a matter of days.
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A (FSC) 1249 ENGINER COMPANY

Congratulations go to CPT Holme ticipating in infrastructure and commu- mission capable. Maintenance has

on his recent promotion. nity development projects. PSD had th already completed 51 jobs to date,
opportunity to take 27 personnel along plus 16 welder jobs and 20 communi-

The short 2&lay month of February on missions during February and will be cations jobs. The platoon is also pro-
flew by for the Personal Security  actively seeking volunteers to assist in viding gunners and drivers to support
Det ail (PSD) i Mifuture missions. Training is the key fa other companies and contractors when
welcomed Sgt. 1st Class Fritsch asthe PSD and February was no exceptio requested.
their new Platoon Sergeant. They as we were able to execute a drew
went out for 10 missions during the serve weapons class and range, gunne Distro Platood® a.k.a. Distro De-
month. PSD is excited that its role lanes and recovery drills. mong have been busy since landing
has evolved into working primarily at FOB Sharana. Staff Sgt. Darrow
with the Civil Military Operations has taken the Plato
Office, which has offered up some when Sgt. 1st Class Fritsch was trans-
outstanding opportunities to witnes ferred to PSD. The Scorpions team,
first-hand the Afghan people par- headed up by Sgt. Devereaux, has

Maintenance platoon is putting in long
hours of continuous effort to accomplisl
their primary missio@ to ensure equip-
ment throughout the battalion is fully

Above left: The PSD Platoon of A (FSC) 1249 Engineer Battal-
ion shoots various weapons at the crew-serve weapons range
in Paktika Province.

Above right: A (FSC) 1249 Engineer Commander Cpt. Mat-
thew Holmes is pinned the rank of Cpt. by his brother PFC Ro-
mitt.

Rightt PSD Pl atoon Leader 1st Lt.
rity in a village in Paktika Province, Afghanistan on 17 March.

pumped fuel at more than 4 sites, and their responsibilities increase daily. The Hurricanes team, once headed up by $
Reyna, has been whittled down to just one person. Sgt. Reyna is now shadowing Cpl. Massey in all transportation mi
sions as he learns the ropes. The Titans team is headed up by Cpl. Massey, and not a day goes by that a training opy
nity does not arise where she teaches something fiem changing 916 tires, fixing trailers, to backing up trucks with
loads. To date, we have done over 25 separate missions, given away over 3500 gallons of POL, pumped over 1500 g
lons of fuel and almost all personnel have been outside the wire. No matter the mission, The Demons are always pre-
pared to move.
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THE GOLD MINEG649 ENGINEER COMPANY

Wow, where did February go? Another month this deployment, and it has been a tremendous relief
down and 1st Platoon, 649 Engineer Company, fincto be able to work alongside a friendly and welcom-
itself deeply involved in a wide variety of projects. ing group of professionals like the 1430th. The only
Soldiers are working hard to improve the quality of downside is that quite a few of us have picked
life for other here in our area of operations. FOB an up a slight Michigan accent, so we may all come
COP security and expansion projects, road improveb ack tal king a Il ittle f ul
ments and our favorite: drainage projects. All of you betchal
these add up to good work that we know will make In closing, just let me say that we all miss our
life better for the short term as well as long term.  families and loved ones tremendously and we value

all the letters and packages so very, very much.

We consider ourselves very fortunate to have Those little touches from home can really brighten
joined forces with the 1430th Engineer Company; our day and make this all a little more bearable.
they are truly a great bunch of folks. From Day One Shenanigans!
four units meshed and have worked together beyor
anyonebs expectations, [
tle worried being away from the rest of the 649th fo

Above: Staff Sgt. Prescott of 649 Engineer Company, operates a
grader.

Right: Sgt. White and Spc. Erickson of 1/649 Engineer Company
pose for a quick photo during work.
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Left: Sgt Roberts and PFC Knight plot
points in preparation for the land navi-
gation portion of Day 1 of the Task
Force Gridley Soldier and NCO of the
Quarter Competition.

Right: PFC Knight shuffles at a brisk

pace on the 5-mile road march portion
of the Task Force Gridley Soldier and

NCO of the Quarter Competition.

JOKERS WILD1231 SURVEY & DESIGN

The 23 has surveyed an area adjacent to the Bill of Materials (BOM) yard in order to move certain operations that
are currently being carried out in the yard. Currently construction of towers and otfenmated structures are being

built in the clam shell tents within the BOM compound. These construction operations need to be moved to free valu-
able storage space within the yard. For this to happen, we have surveyed an area for facilities to be placed so that col
struction can continue and space can be gained by the BOM facility.

Other projects are also ongoing at various locations. An area of one FOB was surveyed for a helicopter landing zone
(HLZ). Also a fifty foot antenna tower was designed by brigade engineers and drawn by SGT Laroussini, of the 231st f
construction by the 6% Engineer Company, Nebraska National Guard, for placement on FOB Sharana.

Above left: Spc. Norton of the 231st Survey and Design surveys a project to assist with space issues on FOB Sharana.

Aboveright: Sgt . Arwood of the 231st Survey and Design marks a stake i
Bridge Park will be a compound on Sharana that will store and stage pre-fabricated bridges






